2021 Recycling & Materials
Management Survey
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Environmental responsibility
was rated the most important
reasons to recycle, ahead of
obeying the law and job creation

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources conducts
surveys to assess awareness and participation in Wisconsin’s
recycling and materials management program. Approximately
960 respondents participated in the 2021 survey. These results
help guide waste reduction and diversion efforts throughout

the state.
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28% not sure what is recyclable

Burning trash pollutes air
and poses health risks,
yet it isn't a major
concern for most
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Ask your municipality, hauler
or landlord for recycling
information specific to your area.

Universally accepted materials inlude:
Aluminum, bi-metal, steel (tin) containers

Glass containers

Plastic #1 and #2 containers
Corrugated cardboard/containerboard

Magazines, newspapers and similar materials

Office paper

Sources: Wisconsin household recycling survey final reports published 2011, 2016 and 2021. Summaries available at dnr.wi.gov, search “Wisconsin Recycling and Solid Waste Studies and Reports.”
This publication is available in alternative format (large print, Braille, audio tape, etc.) upon request. Email DNRWasteMaterials@wisconsin.gov for more information.

Learn more about
what and how
to recycle on the
DNR’s website
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Less than half of
respondents reported
bringing their household
hazardous waste

to a drop-off site.

30%

. in recycling law
reduction

awareness over 10 years

Wisconsin Clean Sweep events support community
collection of household hazardous waste,
pesticides and prescriptions. Go to dnr.wi.gov,
search “household hazardous waste” to look

for a site near you!
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