Aquatic Invasive Species Program: Burnett County Focus for 2008


The Burnett County’s Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) program got off to a good start again this year, thanks to the Aquatic Invasive Species Grant provided by the Department of Natural Resources, as well as generous contributions from the Minerva Lake Association, and the Little Wood Lake Association.


Aquatic invasive species pose the same threat as terrestrial invasive species, which is the threat of taking over the native plant communities. Once these aquatic invasive plants are established in a water body they can be extremely difficult to eradicate or control. Two of the counties 509 lakes were discovered to have the invasive plant Eurasian Water Milfoil in 2004. These include Ham Lake and Round Lake in Trade Lake Township. Again this summer our goal was to make public boat landings near EWM infested lakes, as well as the highest traffic landings in the county a high priority for monitoring through the Clean Boats, Clean Waters program. Since 2004 we have to our knowledge been able to contain EWM to these two lakes and keep it from spreading to others in the county.


Jeremiah Gorne, the AIS intern for the summer, was in charge of the Clean Boats Clean Waters program here at the Land and Water Conservation Department. Jeremiah provided public education and boat inspections, as well aquatic plant inventories of all public boat landings in Burnett County. This program trains individuals to be volunteer monitors throughout the state. Jeremiah took this training course last summer, then checked boats and trailers at the public boat landings throughout the county, the last two summers, with all landings being monitored at least two different times, and high priority landings monitored multiple times throughout the summer. Where a face-to-face encounter could not be made, informational packets were left on the parked vehicles. 

To further our CBCW efforts, the Land and Water Conservation Department, hosted a Clean Boats, Clean Waters workshop June 10, for the Sheriff’s Auxiliary. Twenty auxiliary members attended the workshop held at the government center, where they became more familiar with the common native aquatic plants, as well as four invasive species and how to inspect watercraft. A group inspection of boats across the county was performed August 8th-10th. The group inspection included AIS intern Jeremiah Gorne, County Conservationist Dave Ferris, Conservation Warden Kathy Oginski, as well as Sheriff’s Auxiliary members, at a combined 32 landings being monitored multiple times over the three-day span.

Throughout the course of the summer (Memorial Day through Labor Day) our AIS program reached more than 400 people directly and more than 300 people indirectly through informational packets. Eighty-eight percent of people contacted were already aware of the law state law, which states no watercraft may enter a body of water with aquatic plants attached to either the trailer or watercraft itself, and were informed of Burnett County’s new plant ordinance, which makes it illegal to transport any vegetation aquatic or terrestrial on their watercraft or trailer. All trailers and watercraft were cleared of plants before and after being in a water body. 

Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia, more commonly know as VHS, is a virus that infects fish and causes large fish kills. Through the CBCW program we also educated boaters about VHS. It is a new threat to Wisconsin’s fish, and is not very well known among boaters, so we stressed the fact that all water must be drained from a boat after it leaves a body of water, to prevent any possible transport of the virus.

Public boat landings were inventoried for aquatic plants as invasive plants will most likely show up at the landing area first, as that is the point of highest use on a lake. The surveys provided not only an inventory of aquatic invasive species but also a baseline of native aquatic plants present. During these inventory surveys, approximately 50 aquatic species were found, only three of which were invasive; those being Curly Leaf Pondweed, Eurasian Water Milfoil and Purple Loosestrife. All public landings had a good diversity of plants, with one having 19 different species within the sample area.  The only public landing where EWM, was found was Round Lake in Trade Lake Township and had been previously recorded there. The Purple loosestrife program is continuously going countywide, with very few new infestations found this summer.

We also worked in conjunction with the Internet Landing Installed Device Sensor (I-LIDS) camera systems that were put up last year, by the Burnett County Lakes and Rivers Association, and five lake associations at seven landings around the county, on a trial basis. Mike Isaksen, a volunteer intern at the Land and Water Conservation Department reviewed several of the videos from the I-LIDS.

The Land and Water Conservation Department will be seeking donations for the program again in 2009. In 2004 Eurasian water milfoil was found.  We have been battling Purple loosestrife since 2003.  And several other invasive species are knocking at the door, but have so far, not been able to enter Burnett County lakes and rivers. Although cash contributions are always welcome, your match could take the form of in-kind services as well. One excellent way to provide these in-kind services is to have lake residents serve as volunteer boat launch monitors. Volunteer monitors would be trained through Clean Boats, Clean Waters Workshops.  These workshops, provided by DNR and the University of Wisconsin Extension, train citizen volunteers to staff boat landings and instruct boaters on where invasive species are most often found on boats and trailers and how to perform watercraft inspections. Volunteers are provided with a handbook, video, invasive species identification cards, and watercraft inspection stickers.    Interested individuals and lake association representatives should contact Dave Ferris, County Conservationist.

If you have any questions regarding this report or would like additional information, please contact the Burnett County Land and Water Conservation Department at 7410 County Road K, #109 Siren, WI 54872 or (715) 349-2186.

