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WATER QUALITY STANDARDS REVIEW FOR THE HEADWATERS OF CADY CREEK
IN ST CROIX COUNTY NEAR THE DISCHARGE FROM FOREMOST FARMS USA COOP -
WILSON (AKA WISCONSIN DAIRIES COOP & SUMMIT CHEESE) N

T28N, R15W, SECTIONS 10 & 15
Paul La Liberte
October 9, 1995

This stream was first evaluated and recommended for listing as a variance water in NR104
in 1975. Although the classification never was formally promulgated, the Wisconsin
Dairies Coop has received several WPDES permits based on the recommended
classification. The original recommendation was for "non-continuous, capable of
supporting marginal fish and aquatic life". The basis for the classification was:

1. The effluent creates a small amount of flow (design flow of 0.03 mgd in 1994} in a
drainage channel which is otherwise dry under base flow conditions.

2. The effluent seeps into the groundwater within one mile of the outfall and does not
get within three miles of the continuously flowing waterbody downstream {Cady

Creek).

The stream was inspected again in October 1988. A standards review report of that visit
recommended continuing the same classification. Additional inspections in 1989 and
1995 have confirmed that the conditions described in the original stream classification are
still present. The limited flow in the drainage channel provided by the facility is insufficient
to support a classification higher than Limited Aquatic Life {formerly called marginal aquatic
life). Below the continuously flowing origin of Cady Creek near Hwy 29, Cady Creek is
classified as an exceptional resource water.

The three miles of dry channel that exists between the outfall and the continuously flowing
origin of Cady Creek effectively isolates the facility's wastewater load under base flow
conditions. Flow would reach Cady Creek only under conditions of significant stormwater
flow or snow melt. Under these conditions, the wastewater would be diluted with a very
large quantity of surface water, rendering the wastewater load insignificant. The isolated
nature of the discharge removes it as a threat to downstream surface waters. It is
therefore a candidate for an alternative effluent phosphorus limit.

Because the effluent from this facility seeps to groundwater, compliance with groundwater
standards must be considered, as well as surface water standards. The most recent
WPDES permit issued to the facility required they develop a plan to assess their impacts on
groundwater.
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CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM STATE OF WISCONSIN

November 4, 1988 ) 3200
Date: File Ref:
- Summit Cheese Facility File
0:

? /

Paul Laliberte | /
From: au a © ey(j,iw{,,‘
Subject Water Quality Standards Review for the Headwaters of Cady Creek in

2/ect.

St. Croix County

The headwater area of Cady Creek, which receives treated
wastewater from Summit Cheese near Wilson, Wisconsin, was
informally classified by Water Resources Management in 1975 as
"non-continuous, marginal." At the time, the cheese plant created
flow in a normally dry channel, which persisted for about one
mile. Continuous flow began at the vicinity of Hwy 29, about four
miles below the cheese plant. An inspection of the site in
October 1988 found these conditions were still present.,

In recognition of the poor aquatic habitat resulting from the lack
of flow, the headwaters of Cady Creek from Summit Cheese to Hwy 29
should continue to be classified "non-continuous, capable of
supporting marginal aquatic life (class E)."

Enc.
WWMWTnx%%”D. Schuettpelz - WR/2
WR/PLO0O8 . sz
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