
 

 

Wisconsin Public Service Corporation 
700 North Adams Street 

P.O. Box 19001 

Green Bay, WI  54307-9001 

 
December 17, 2008 
 

Ms. Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
Mail Code:  DTCA, HL 21.3 
888 First Street, N.E. 
Washington, DC  20426 
 

Dear Secretary Bose: 
 

Alexander Hydroelectric Project (FERC Project No. 1979) Annual Invasive Species Survey Results  
 

As per the order approving the Invasive Species Monitoring Plan for the Alexander Hydroelectric Project 
(Project No. 1979) issued on March 4, 2005, Wisconsin Public Service Corporation (WPSC) is submitting 
results of the purple loosestrife, Eurasian water milfoil (EWM) and zebra mussel surveys. 
 

A purple loosestrife survey was conducted on July 28, 2008.  Purple loosestrife was identified within the 
Alexander Hydroelectric Project.  A total of 89 colonies of purple loosestrife were identified at the project, 
an increase of 9 colonies from the 2007 survey.  However, of the 89 colonies identified only 4 colonies had 
a population greater than 50+ plants, a decrease of 8 colonies from the 2007 survey.  The information 
indicates that some colonies have decrease in population, and no new colonies were observed.  WPSC 
believes this is because of Galerucella Beetles (beetles) observed feeding on the plants.  Beetles and/or 
beetle activity was observed at 29 colonies.   Because the beetles were observed throughout the reservoir 
and are highly susceptible to the negative effects of herbicides, no plants were sprayed.  A data sheet and 
a figure providing the 2008 purple loosestrife results, a figure of beetle activity location and the 2007 to 
2008 purple loosestrife comparison results are included in Appendix A. 
 

Although beetles are currently located within the Alexander Hydroelectric Project, WPSC is planning to 
provide supplement to Invasive Species Monitoring Plan requesting in part, to release beetles at location 
where an increase in beetle population would be necessary to control purple loosestrife.  WPSC will 
provide this information to the resource agencies for comment prior to submitting to the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC).  It is anticipated that the supplement will be submitted prior to January 1, 
2009. 
 

A EWM survey was conducted on July 28, 2008.  EWM samples were collected at three sampling locations 
within the Alexander Hydroelectric Project.  No EWM was identified during the survey.  A summary of 2008 
EWM survey results has been included in Appendix B.        
 

Monthly inspections of substrate samplers for the presence of zebra mussels were conducted during the 
months of May through September.  Zebra mussels were not found during any of the monthly 2008 
inspections.  A summary of the results has been included in Appendix C. 
 

Documentation of submittal of these results to the resource agencies can be found in Appendix D.   
 

Should you have any questions or require additional information, please do not hesitate to contact James 
Nuthals at (920) 433-1460 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Terry P. Jensky 
Vice President - Energy Supply Operations  
Telephone:  (920) 433-2900 
 

syx 
 

Enc. 
 

cc:    Ms. Joan Johanek, WPSC - D2  Mr. William Bloczynski, WPSC - MERH 
Mr. Bruce Crocker, WPSC - D2  Mr. Howard Giesler, WPSC - PUL 
Mr. Gil Snyder, WPSC - D2  Ms. Carlisa Linton, FERC - DC 
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APPENDIX A 

 
PURPLE LOOSESTRIFE SURVEY - 2008 
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APPENDIX B 
 

EURASIAN WATERMILFOIL SURVEY - 2008 
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APPENDIX C 

 
ZEBRA MUSSEL SURVEY - 2008 
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APPENDIX D 

 
DOCUMENTATION OF SUBMITTAL - 2008 
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