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REGbLATORY COHHISSION 

October 27, 2003 

Ms. Magalie Roman Sales, Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
Mail Code: DTCA, HL 21.3 
888 First Street, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20426 

FERC Project No. 1981-~'~/ 

Dear Secretary Sales: 

As par the Order Issuing New License for the Stiles HydroelectTic Project (FERC Project 
No. 1981) dated February 26, 2003, Oconto Electric Cooperath, e (OEC) is enclosing 
documentation of the recently completed Exotic Species ContTcd Plan for 2003, required 
in Artide 407 of the License. 

The Exotic Species Control Plan specifically addresses purple Ioosestrife (Lythrum 
salicaria.) A copy of the plan is attached as Exhibit I. 

Prior to conducting the required survey to map the occurrences of pta'ple IoosesVife, 
OEC consulted with Tom Meronek, Greg Sevefler and Laura Herman of the WLsconsin 
Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) and with Judie Goweski, Ken Tomansky and 
Sharon Seidl of the Machlckanea Advancement Association (MAA). The MAP, is the 
property owrers association around the flowage that is created by the Stiles 
hydroelectric facility. Also contacted was the Wisconsin Wetlands Association (WWA). 
Sharon Seidl of the MAA attended a training workshop conducted by the WWA. It was 
agreed that OEC and MAA would cooperate in the survey work and that upon 
completion of the survey, results would be provided to the WWA as well as to FERC 
and the DNR.. 

The purpose of the survey was to identify and quantify possible colonies of purple 
Ioosestrife. tl colonies of 1-5 plants were found on OEC owned land, removal or 
treatment was required. OEC owns only a total of about 14 acres around the 
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project. If colonies were found on private land, OEC was responsible for contacting the 
property owners and encouraging them to remove and destroy the plants. 

On July 29, 2003 Kent Lyng er¢l Jan Stranz of OEC conducted a shore survey of lands 
owned by OEC. Exhibit II (a) is a copy of the survey data sheet and Exhibit II (b) is a 
copy the map that together indicate the occurrences of purple Ioosestr~ on OEC 
owned land. The surveyors noted GPS coordinates for the locations of the plants. Also 
recorded on the survey sheet are the treatment measures that were taken to eliminate 
the purple Ioosas~e colonies. 

On August 19, 2003 Sharon Seidl and Judie Gowaski of the MAA conducted a survey 
by water of tim shoreline of the Machickanee Ftowage. They located only a few small 
colonies of the plant and were able to identify the property owners on whose land the 
purple Ioosestrife was found. The surveyors noted locations on a map and indicated the 
GPS coordinates for the plants they discovered. Their survey sheet is included as 
Exhibit III (a) and their map is Exhibit III (b). 

After both surveys were completed, ell r e~ ts  were sent to the WWA by the MAA for 
inclusion with statewide purple Ioosestdfe survey data. 

OEC and MAA prepared and jointly signed two different types of letters that went out to 
all property owners around the Machickanee Flowage. The letter directed to property 
owners on whose land purple Ioosestdfe was found is included as Exhibit IV (a). 
Another letter, included as Exhibit IV (b), was sent to ell other property o~wlers around 
the flowage. Each letter contained brochures and wallet cards provided by the WONR 
describing purple Ioosestrife and methods of controlling it. Exhibit V is a copy of the 
covers of the information brochures. A total of 123 letters ware mailed to property 
owners on August 25, 2003. 

In an effort to notify the public of the importance of controlling exotic species, OEC 
prorated from the WDNR several dozen copies of brochures included as copies in 
Exhibit VI. These items were given to the MAA. That organization distributed the 
information at the county-owned boat landing during their July 12, 2003 fishing 
tournament on the Machickanee Flowage. 

As an addJtJor~ll item within the scope of the Exotic Species Control Plan, signs will be 
posted at recreational areas owned by OEC as those facilities are developed in other 
Articles of the Order Issuing New License. 
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On May 13, 2(X)3, Jan Stranz of OEC participated in a one-day conference in Green 
Bay, Wisconsin concerning the control of vadous exotic plant species. FERC personnel 
conducted the conference with input frofn WDNR staff, a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
scientist, the WWA and other experts. As a result of the conference and upon advice 
from the WDNR, OEC has purchased a Felco brand orchard-style pruning tool that has 
the capability of supplying an approved chemical control agent to the cut stem of purple 
Ioosestrife plants. Such treatment inhibits the plant's ability to continue spreading when 
treatment is applied prior to seed production. This pruning tool will be made available to 
homeowners and others to borrow if the need arises. 

ff you have questions about this report, please contact Jan Stranz, OEC's Vice 
President of Membe¢ Services, at (920) 846-2816. 

Sincerely, 

Byron C. Nolde 
Chief Executive Officer 

Attachments 

Eight (8) Copies to FERC 

CC: Mr. Tom Meronek, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
Ms. Janet Smith, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
Ms. Judie Gowaski, President-Machickanee Advancement Association 
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Exhibit  I 
Exotic Species Control Plan 

fz   aLC i !tnm 
Ocooto E~ectric Coopmativo (OEC), along with ~ local groups and rmour~ agcacim, will ~mimmlly 
work to comrol/ciin~inatc exotic species, ma:h as purple lomestri~ Fauasian milfoil aocl z~ ra  nmssels, inthe 
project area. The prc~oct area is defined as throe lands owned by OEC and the shoreline observable fi~om the 
towage. Although OEC will be respuvm~vle for ccordinalmg effort~ to ocetrol and eliminate e~ot~m occurring on 
its own property, it L'~ limited to mpplying hff'mmation to neishborin8 propurty ownms. 

Whcn cxobcs arv class/fled and identified by local or mate aulhmilim, OEC will pmccvd with a plan to moni~f thc 
idmificd sp¢cim. The plan dome . s  include: 1) method ofmoaitonng. 2) fm]umcy o f u m i ~ u S .  3) 
documca~ion of Irm~nissicm of monitoring da~ to thc Wisco~mn Dcpm.mu~ of Naawal Resouro:s (WDNR), U. 
S. Fish & Wddlife S,~vice (USFWS), and the Machickanee Flowase Advancement ~ o n  (MFAA), 4) 
Procedures for o b ~ d n 8  technical as~dstance and input from the WDNR, or other apim3priatc ~ i ~  ~ 5) 
specific i n f ~  ou how OEC will c~x~ate  with the agencies to control/eliminate the exotic species. 

Along with the plan., OEC will include documentation of comultafion, copies of  comments and recommendations 
on the completed plan after it has been provided to the agczcies, and desca~otions of how the agmdes '  comments 
are accommodated by the plarL OEC will allow thirty (30) days for the agencies to commem and make 
n=commenda~ons be fore filing the plan with the Fedcral Energy Regulato~ Commissi~ ~ Q .  If O ~  ~ ~ 
adopt a recommemhtion, the filing will inchuie OEC's reasons based on project-specific information. 

Oconto Elect~ Cooperative will poet sism at recreation facilities on its prvpmy descn%in8 identified exotic 
species and informin~ the public on the control of  the species. OEC will distribute fact sheets provided by the 
WDNR, or oth~ appropriate agencies, at the project. 

Purole Leoasstrife tLvOar,m salicarin) Phm 
OEC shall, in consultation with the MFAA, the WDNR, and the USFWS, monitor purple lommnfe  (Lyemnn 
udicaria) in ~)ecified project areas. The proje~ lands, reservoir area, and ¼ mile dowmtream from the projea will 
be surveyed by OEC dudn8 peak flowering gase, bein8 mid July/mid Ausust of  each year. OEC will estimate and 
map the amount of infmtatioe ofpmple lomesUife. 

ffsmall colonies ofpmple Iomestrifc consisting of 1-5 plants are found on OF_F_.-owned land, OEC will remove it 
and all of  its r o ~ m  cut and then spray it with an appropm~ aquatic herbicide. L a i r  colmie~ will be removed 
afl~ coumlt~on with the rc~urcc agcacics, ffpurple ~ is forum ~ lands NOT owned by OEC, thin 
OEC, in conjunction with the MFAA, will contact the property own¢~ and mcourase the owner to remove the 
plants. 

Oconto ElccO'ic C o o t ~  wifi pint sigm at rccrcafion fiicilitics on hs p r o p ~  d c s c n ~  ~ c  I ~ c  ~ 
informin 8 thc public on the conUol &this plant. OEC will distn'butc fact sheets provid~l by the WDNI~ or other 
appropriate agencies, at the project. 

After survey rmults arc compiled and any remedial actiom arc ~Im|,  a repurt detailing inch results and ac//ons will 
be submiUcd by OEC tothc MFAA, WDNP,, and USFWS, with a copy to FERC by Octob~ 31 ofcach ycar. 

Eurasian Mtfoil 
There is no plan to m3nitor or map Eurasian milfoil in the Maddckanee Flowage because of its prolific presence 
lhroughout the towage. The MFAA, in ~ with the WDNR and other groups, has been attempting for 
years to mtdicate this e~oti¢ spuc~s. OEC agrees that Eurasian milfoil is undesirable, if any agmcy or group 
devises a cmt-effecti~,e plan to control/eradicate this species, OEC will cooperate with that plan. 

FJ:,=~ I~=mm Cmtr.d Plaw~ rTmalizod .%,ly ~ .  X ~)9 
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O e o n m   eetr/e  peraave 

Exhibit IV (a) 

AnSust 25, 2003 

Dear Machickanee Area 1 ~  Owner: 

As you may know, Ooonto Electric Cooperative recently received a new, 30-year olin'sting 
license for the Stiles hydroelectric plato on the Machickanee Flowase. Various federal, state and 
load ~ m i ~  haw rode ~ as p m  oftlm l i ~ d n g  pm~ss to a m n  t l ~  tlm 
emfironment around the hydro project is protected md ~ for years to come. 

One of the requirements of the liceme calls for amamlly monited~ the flowmse area to track the 
occurrences of a non-native plant known as pmple loosesUife. Purple loosestrife, though 
beauti~ to view, is an exotic, invasive plant lqlecie& LeR row.becked, it will gradually o ~  
all native vegoation and will cause deficiencies in the ecosystem. R especially likes moist soil so 
it commonly is found near wata'w#~ and in roadside ditches. Wisconsin state law actually bans 
the sale, distribution or cultivation of purple loosestrife. 

The Machictanee Advaaomamt Asmciafioa reoently ooaducted a survey of the Machickanee 
Flowsse shoreline and reported some possible o~aarmces of this plant on 0¢ near your propes'ty. 
We u k  that you review the encJosed brodmre and po&et card descn'bin8 lu-ple ~ ~ 
the methods of controlling it. We eacom-age you to remove it. Control of purple looseslaife at this 
point vCaea it is not yet prolific will sure help to minimlze ~ ability to q ~ d .  If you would like 
assistance in removing it, please comact either the Mac, hidumee Advancement Association or 
Oconto ~ :  Cooperative for more details. Ore" contact i ~  is listed below. 

Thank you for .,tour help in this ve~  important effort to enlmnee a healthy plant environment 
around the Mac, hictanee now  by dimina  Purpte LoosesUife. 

Sincerely, 

Member Savices Director 
O~onto Ele~ric Coopentive 
(92o) s46-2sle 

Judie Oowa~i 
President 
Machickanee Advancement Association 
(920) 826-5358 
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Oeoato E/eeWle Cooperaffve 
tq~med by ~ me ~ r m "  

Exhibit IV (b) 

August 25, 2003 

De~ Machickanoe Area Propmy Owns. 

As you my.know, Oconto Electric Ceopaative recently received a new, 30-yeer opemtin 8 
liumse for the Stiles hydroelom-ic plant on the Machickanee Fiowage. Various fedmd, state and 
local a~encies have made recommendatiom u part of the liceming process to emure that ~ 
environment armmd the hydro projoct is protoct~ and enhanced for yean to come. 

One of  the ral .kanems of the liceme calls for mnmlly mmimrin8 the flowage area to track the 
of I non-native plant known as purple Ioosemrife. Purple ~ e ,  though 

beeutifid to view, is an exotic, invasive plant species. Left unchecke~ it will 8radually OVaTUn 
all native vegetation and will cause deficiencies/n the ecosystem It especially likes m o ~  ~ m 
it commonly is fotmd near waterways and in roadside ditches. W'moonsin state law actually bans 
the sale, dism'lmtion or cultivation ofpmpi© IomesU/fe. 

The Mtchidumee Advancement ~ recently cotxhsc~ a mrvey of the Machickanee 
Flowase shoreline end reported some occurrmces of the plant. We ask that you review the 
enclmed ba~hure and pocket card descn'bing purple loosesuife and the methods of c o a t r o ~  
it. If you find you have this plard species on your Wopaty, you are encore.aBed to remove ~. 
Control of  purple loosemife at this point when it is not yet prolific will rare ~ m ~ m ~  ~ 
ability to spread. If you would like assistance in removing it, please comac~ either the 
Machickanee Advancement Association c¢ Oconto Electric Cooperative fix more deUdls. Our 
contact informatiou is fisted below. 

Tlumk you for )our help in this very i ~  effort to mhance a healthy phmt mvi rmna~  
around the Machickanee Flowage by eliminatin8 Pu~le t,oosest~e. 

Sincerely, 

Member Services Director 
Oco.to ~ v i c  ~ o l ~ r ~  
(920) 846-2816 

Judie Gowaski 
Pmsid0m 
Machickanee Advancement Association 
(92o) r ,-535s 

74~i~ ~ l g m ~ t  " R O .  l k u r  l # g  • O e ~ u ~  ~ W I  54184.4J1418 
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Exhibit V 
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