
 

 
 
December 11, 2014 FERC Project No. 1999 
 
 
 
Ms. Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary 
The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First St NE 
Washington, DC 20426  
 
Dear Secretary Bose: 
 
Wausau Hydroelectric Project (P-1999) 
2014 Noxious Plants Monitoring Report and Six Year Summary   
 
Per the order Amending Purple Loosestrife Monitoring Plan issued October 23, 2008, Wisconsin 
Public Service Corporation (WPS) is to provide annual updates on the Galerucella sp. beetles 
(beetles) release sites and purple loosestrife populations for a period of six years.   After six years 
control data has been collected (2009-2014), WPS is to file a summary of the data and its 
recommendation on the schedule for conducting and reporting future purple loosestrife surveys.  
 
In 2014, WPS released beetles that were reared on potted purple loosestrife plants.  Approximately 
3000 beetles were released by WPS on July 14, 2014.   
 
WPS conducted a purple Ioosestrife survey on July 14, 2014.  The results of the survey indicated a 
total of ten (10) purple Ioosestrife colonies located within the project boundary.  Beetle feeding was 
noted at five (5) of those colonies.  The purple loosestrife figure and data sheet provide the location 
of the purple loosestrife, location of beetle feeding, and the beetle release location.  The figure and 
datasheet are located in Appendix A. 
 
WPS created a spreadsheet to summarize the six years of purple loosestrife survey and beetle 
release data.  The spreadsheet is located in Appendix B.   A review of the data does not show a 
decline in the overall number of purple loosestrife colonies.  The number of colonies has ranged 
between eight (8) and fifteen (15) over the six-year period and currently sits at ten (10).  The 
percentage of colonies with beetle feeding has ranged from 33 to 93 percent, and currently sits at 
50 percent.   
   
This review of the monitoring data shows that the beetle populations are still not present in all areas 
of the reservoir.  WPS proposes to continue conducting annual purple loosestrife surveys and 
releasing beetles as a biological control measure for another three years in an attempt to establish 
healthy beetle populations throughout the entire reservoir. 
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Documentation of submittal of the results to WDNR and FWS has been included in Appendix C.   
If you have any questions regarding this report, please contact Darrin Johnson at (715) 345-7509. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Gil Snyder 
Manager - Regional Generation 
 
DMJ/rjf 
 
Enclosed:  Appendix A; Appendix B; Appendix C 
 

   
  
 
 
 

 

cc: cc Mr. Shawn Puzen, IBS - D2 Mr. Brad Menning, WPS - MERH 
 Ms. Joan Johanek, WPS - D2 Mr. John Zygaj, FERC - CRO 
 Mr. William Bosacki, WPS - D2 Mr. Edward Brandt, WPS - CRI 
 Mr. John Myers, IBS - D2 Ms. Pat Grant, FERC - CRO 
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