
State of Wisconsin 
CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM-------------

DATE: November 24, 2010 

TO: Regional Water Leaders, Basin Leader & Experts 

Stormwater Permit Staff (via Email) 

FROM: Russ Rasmussen, Director 

Bureau of Watershed Management 

SUBJECT: Guidance for Developed Urban Areas and the 20% and 40% TSS 

Reductions Sections NR 151.13(2) and NR 216.07(6), Wis. Adm. Code 

This document is intended solely as guidance and does not contain any mandatory requirements except where 
requirements found in statute or administrative rule are referenced. Any regulatory decisions made by the 
Department of Natural Resources in any matter addressed by this guidance will be made by applying the 

governing statutes and administrative rules to the relevant facts. This document supersedes the guidance memo 

dated June 6, 2005, subsequent errata dated 8/15/05 and April, 2009 and the guidance memo dated May 14, 

2010. 

Under s. NR 151.13 (2), Wis. Adm. Code, a municipality subject to the municipal stormwater permit requirements 
of subch. I of ch. NR 216, Wis. Adm. Code, must, to the maximum extent practicable, implement a 20% and a 40% 

reduction in total suspended solids in runoff that enters waters of the state as compared to no controls, by March 10, 

2008 and March 10, 2013, respectively. Staff who work with affected municipalities need guidance on what areas 
under the municipalities' jurisdictions will be included in this requirement. They also need to know what is meant 

by "no controls" and "with controls", and what methods are acceptable for making these calculations. 

Discussion 

Chapter NR 216, Wis. Adm. Code, is the implementation code for the developed urban area performance standard. 

Applicability for permit coverage purposes is dictated by s. NR 216.02, Wis. Adm. Code. Under this provision, 

owners or operators of the following municipal separate storm sewer systems (MS4s) are required to obtain 

coverage under a WPDES municipal stormwater permit: 

• MS4s serving populations of 100,000 or more.
• Previously notified owners or operators of municipal separate storm sewer systems.
• MS4s within urbanized areas as identified by EPA.
• MS4s serving populations over 10,000 unless exempted by DNR.

"MS4" is defined under s. NR 216.002 (17), Wis. Adm. Code, as a conveyance or system of conveyances, including 

roads with drainage systems, municipal streets, catch basins, curbs, gutters, ditches, constructed channels or storm 

drains, which meets all the following criteria: 

• Owned or operated by a municipality.
• Designed or used for collecting or conveying stormwater.
• Not a combined sewer conveying both sanitary and stormwater.
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