
ORDINANCE NO. 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE NO. 76-4 
REGARDING WATER TRAFFIC, BOATING AND WATER 

SPORTS UPON THE WATERS OF PIKE LAKE 

THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF HARTFORD, WASHINGTON COUNTY, 
WISCONSIN, DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Subsection C. of Section 8 of Ordinance No. 76-4 (as 
previously amended) is created to read: 

"Section 8. C. No person shall water ski or otherwise be 
towed by a boat without wearing a U.S. Coast Guard approved 
type life preserver." 

Section 2. This Ordinance shall become effective after approval 
by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources a nd posting in at 
least three (3) public places. 

Adopted by the Town Board this ~day of June , 1979. 

Harold Boyd, Chairman 

Alfred Horst, Supervisor 

Carroll Mittelstadt, Supervisor 
Attest: 

Marcella Rumble, Town Clerk 
\ 
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ORDINANCE 76-4 
(AS AMENDED THROUGH MAY 9, 1977) 

AN ORDINANCE TO REGULATE WATER TRAFFIC, BOATING, 
AND WATER SPORTS UPON THE WATERS OF PIKE LAKE 

THE TOWN BOARD OF HARTFORD, WISCONSIN, DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS : 

SECTION 1. APPLICABILITY AND ENFORCEMENT. The provisions of 
this ordinance shall apply to the waters and to persons, vessels, 
objects, or things upon the waters of Pike Lake within the juris
diction of the Town of Hartford as prescribed by the Department of 
Natural Resources, which waters are described as follows: a meander
ed Lake in the Township 10 North of Range 18 East, Town of Hartford, 
Washington County, Wisconsin. The provisions of this Ordinance shall 
be enforced by all Officers of the Town of Hartford, Washington County, 
Wisconsin. 

SECTION 2. STATE BOATING AND WATER SAFETY LAWS ADOPTED. The 
Statutory provisions describing and defining regulations with respect 
to the water traffic, boats, boating and related water act~vities in 
the following enurnbera.ted sections of the Wisconsin State Statutes, 
exclusive of any provisions therein relating to the penalties to be 
imposed or the punishment for violation of said Statutes, are hereby 
adopted and by reference made a part of this Ordinance as if fully 
set forth herein. Any act required to be performed or prohibited 
by the provisions of any Statute incorporated by reference herein 
is required or prohibited by this Ordinance. 

30.50 (Definitions) 
30.51 (Operations of Unnumbered Boats Prohibited) 
30.52 (Certificate of Number) 
30.53 (Identification Number to be Displayed on Boat: 

certificate to be Carried) 
30.54 (2 Transfer of OWnership of Numbered Boat) 
30.55 (Notice of Abandonment or Destruction of Boat or 

Change of Address) 
30.60 (Classification of Motor Boats) 
30.61 (Lighting Equipment) 
30.62 (Other Equipment) 
30.64 (Patrol Boats Exempt from Certain Traffic Regulations) 
30.65 (Traffic Rules) 
30.66 (Speed Restrictions) 
30.67 (Accidents and Accident Reports) 
30.68 (Prohibited Operation) 
30.69 (Water Skiing) 
30.70 (Skin Diving) 
30.71 (Boats Equipped with Toilets) 



2. 

SECTION 3. PUBLIC SWIMMING ZONES. A. All beaches used 
by the public shall he identified by markers placed by the owners 
of such beach. The marker size, design, placement and symbols are 
to be as prescribed by the Wisconsin Administrative Code, Section 
Natural Resources #5.09. B. No boat of any description shall 
he allm'led in an area so marked. c. Any party desiring to desig
nate an area as a public swimming zone shall obtain a permit from 
the Town Board of the Town of Hartford prior to the placement of 
the required markers. (As amended by Ordinance 77-3, adopted 
4-11-77) D. This subsection does not apply in the case of an 
emergency, or to a patrol or rescue craft. (As adopted by Ordin
ance 77-4, on 5-9-77) 

SECTION 4. SPEED RESTRICTIONS. A. Creating Hazardous Wake 
or Wash. No person shall operate a motorboat so as to approach 
or pass another boat in such a manner as to create a hazardous 
wake or wash. B. Hours. No person shall operate a motor boat at 
a speed in excess of a slow-no-wake speed between the hours of 
8:00p.m., or sundown, whichever comes sooner, to 10:00 a.m. 

SECTION 5. ADDITIONAL TRAFFIC RULES. In addition to the 
· traffic rules in A. 30.65 of the Wisconsin Statutes adopted in 
Section 2 of this Ordinance, the following rules shall apply to 
vessels using the waters covered by this Ordinance . . A. Right of 
Way of Sailboats. Boats propelled by muscular · power shall yield the 
right of way to sailboats when necessary to avoid risk or collision. 

SECTION 6. RAFTS AND STRUCTURES. No person shall erect or 
maintain any raft o~ stationary structure outside of a Public 
Swimming Zone unless the sides of any such raft or structure he 
painted white and it is so anchored that it has at least 12 inches 
of free hoard. 

SECTION 7. SWIMMING REGULATIONS. A. Distance from Shore 
and Boats. No person shall swim morethan 100 feet from the shore 
or more than 30 feet from an anchored r~ft unless he is accompanied 
by a suitable boat. B. Hours Limited. No person shall swim more 
than 50 feet from the shore line or a pier or more than 30 feet from 
an accompanying boat between one hour after sunset and one hour be
fore sunrise. 

SECTION 8. WATER SKIING, SURF BOARDS AND SIMILAR DEVICES. 
A. Persons in Boat. No person shall operate a boat for the purpose 
of towing a person on water skiis, surf hoards, or similar devices 
or permit himself to he towed for such purpose unless there are 2 
persons in such boat. B. Hours. No person shall operate a boat 
for the purpose of towing a water skier, surf hoard, or similar 
device between the hours of 8:00p.m., or sundown, whichever comes 
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first, and 10:00 a •.m., taking into conside ration weather and o'ther 
existing conditions, or within 100 feet of a canoe or anchore d boat. 

(As amended by Ordinance 77- 1, adopte d March 14, 1977) 

SECTION 9. RACES, REGATTAS, SPORTING EVENTS, AND EXHIBITIONS. 
A. Permit Re·quired. No person shall dire ct or participate in any 
Public boat race, regatta, water ski meet or other water sporting 
event or exhibition unless such event has been authorized by the 
Town Board of Hartford and a permit issued therefor by the Water 
Safety Patrol Officer. B. Permit. A permit issued under this 
section shall specify the course or area o f water to be used by 
participants in such event and the permitee shall be required to 
place markers, flags or buoys approved by the Water Safety Patrol 
Officer designating the specified area. Permits shall be issued 
only if in the opinion of the Water Safety Patrol Officer the pro
posed use of the water. can be carried out safely and without da nger 
or substantial obstruction to other vessels or persons using the 
lake. Permits shall be valid only for the hours and area specified 
thereon. In the event that the Water Safety Patrol Officer denies ... 
a permit under this section, the applicant shall h a ve the right to 
seek a review of the denial with the Town Board of the Town of Hart
ford within 48 hours of said denial. 

SECTION 10. LITTERING OF WATERS PROHIBITED. No person shall 
deposit, place or throw from any boat, raft, pier, platform o r 
similar st~ucture any cans, bottles, debris, refuse, garbage, solid 
or liquid waste into the waters of the lake. 

SECTION 11. MARKERS AND NAVIGATING AIDS. A. Duty of water 
Safety Patrol Officer. The Water Safety Patrol Officer is author
ized and directed to place and maintain suitable markers, naviga-
tion aids, and signs in such areas of the Lake as shall be appropri
ate to advise the public of the provisions of this Ordinance and to 
post ahd maintain a copy of this document at all public access points 
within the jurisdiction of the Town. Any person aggrieved by the 
placement of markers, aids or signs by the Water Safety Patrol Officer 
shall have the right to petition the Town Board of the Town of Hart
ford for a review of the placement. B. Standard Markers. All mark
ers placed upon the waters of Pike Lake sha ll comply with the 
~egulations of the Department of Natural Resources. c. Interfer
ence with Markers Prohibited. No person shall -without authority 
remove, damage, or destroy or moor or fasten (except to mooring 
buoys) any water-craft to any buoy, beacon, or marker placed in the 
waters of the Lake by the authority of the United States, State, 
or Town or by any private person pursuant to the provisions of this 
Ordinance . 
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SECTION 12. SUBORDINATE OFFICERS. In the absence of the 
Water Safety Patrol Officer, any subordinate Water Safety Patrol 
Officer may act in his stead in every instance in this Ordinance. 

SECTION 13. PENALTIES. Any person violating the prov1s1ons 
of this ordinance shall forfeit not more than $50.00, . for the 
first offense and shall forfeit not more than $100.00 upon con
viction of the same offense a second or subsequent time within 
one year. 

SECTION 14. This Ordinance hereby repeals Ordinance No. 110 
as amended by Ordinance 75-30 and any other Town Ordinances in 
conflict herewith. 

SECTION .l5. This Ordinance shall take effect upon approval 
by the Department of Natural Resources, final approval by the 
Town Board of the Town of Hartford and posting thereof. 

Passed & Approved: s-r-77 
Posted: 5- /() cf/1 - 77 

Robert Held, Chairrnan 

Arnold Lepien 

Carroll Mittelstadt 
ATTEST: 

Marcella Rumble, Clerk 




