




Compliance Report – Medium Size Farm (11-20-12) 
 
Inspection Date: October 5, 2012 
 
Inspection Type: Compliance  
 
Operation Name: Smits Bros LLC 
 
Operation Addresses: “Gus’s Farm,” N4247 Hwy 73, Princeton 
   “Tony’s Farm,” N4543 Hwy 73, Princeton 
   “George’s Farm,” N4596 County D, Princeton 
     
On-Site Representatives: Dan and Mark Smits (Co-owners) 
 
DNR Staff: Casey Jones, Agricultural Runoff Management Specialist 
 
 
On October 5, 2012 Jones met with Dan and Mark Smits onsite to discuss their heifer raising 
operation. Also present at inspection were Erin Hanson (DNR Nonpoint Specialist) and Todd 
Morris (Green Lake County Soil Conservationist). The purpose of the inspection was to 
determine if the operation was a satellite of Double S Dairy LLC (large CAFO) and to determine 
if there were any discharge problems from the large outdoor animal lots. Below is an overview 
of the site operation showing the locations of the feedlot areas. 



Satellite Facility Determination 
Based on NR 243 definition of “Animal Feeding Operation (AFO),” the heifer farm owned and 
managed by the same entity as Double S Dairy is not considered a satellite to the permitted 
large CAFO. The reason the dairy and heifer operations are not considered one AFO is 
because the operations are not adjacent (separated by about 18 miles); do not share 
landspreading acreage; nor share common waste storage. On its own, the heifer farm is also 
not considered a large CAFO as according to Smits, it currently has less than 1000 animal units.  
 
Inspection Summary 
Site One 
The location referred to as “Gus’s Farm” was purchased by Smits in 2006. This facility has 
some open sided heifer barns and drive-by feeding lanes, but heifers are primarily kept on 
earthen lot areas. The northern side of the farm has a small staging area for manure scraped 
from feed lanes. The private well onsite is upgradient of all outdoor lot areas. Photos shown 
below are the northern area of this farm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Feed is stored onsite in silage bags; some feed is 
also brought from dairy location.  



South of the area with buildings are two large open earthen lots where cows are kept year round 
and fed with feed wagons. These lots have sparse to no vegetation present and soils are well 
drained and sandy. Surface drainage flows toward west; there is an intermittent stream west of 
lots. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photos above show the smaller of the two lots. Left photo is low area where runoff ponds and 
some solids settle out; cows are fenced out of this area. Smits said it is scraped out each fall. 
Photo right is looking east at lot.  
 

 
 
Photo above looking toward west from Hwy 73 at second larger lot at site.  
 



Site Two 
The location referred to as “Tony’s Farm” was purchased in 2008 and consists of four large 
earthen lots. Smits stated each pen holds about 80 heifers. A well was installed onsite in 2008 
for the cattle waterers.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Looking northwest towards lot; well 
in foreground. 

Photos above show views of lot areas; some areas had sparse vegetation but most areas 
were bare soil. Photo on right shows areas with some standing water present.  

Photo left showing cows eating at 
feeder wagons. Smits said these 
are moved around to different 
locations regularly. 



Site Three 
The location referred to as “George’s Farm” was purchased in 2008. Site consists of open 
earthen lots that have bred heifers and dry cows onsite year round. The well onsite was 
installed in 2008 and also serves a residence (location marked with “W” below). This site also 
has two monitoring wells onsite that were initially installed for a study to monitor cropland 
activities’ impacts on groundwater (“Xs” mark locations). Both of these wells are directly 
downgradient of the outdoor lot areas.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Looking northwest at accumulated sand that had ran off lots earlier in the year. Area is 
between southern edge of lot and Hwy D.  

Photo left is monitoring well GL1-2. Photo above is 
looking northwest at earthen lot area 1 from well location. 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo above well GL1-1, either well has settled or 
runoff from lot shown on right has filled in ground 
around well. Photo right is looking northeast at lot 2. 

Photo left looking south at private well onsite 
for residence and to service watering cattle. 

Looking north at lot labeled as number 4 on air photo overview. Smits said this is an overflow 
area but cows are not typically kept on this lot. Surface flow of this lot would drain south 
toward wetland area.  



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Compliance Summary 
Based on site inspection conditions and monitoring well results, the Department concludes that 
the feedlots are unlawfully discharging to groundwater which is considered waters of the state.  
 
A summary of well results are shown in tables below for each well. Trends show increase in 
nitrate levels after cattle were added to lot areas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Management of lot areas needs to be modified to adequately handle the nutrients being 
deposited by the cattle. Some options include: 1) Lots must be managed in pasture where 
vegetation can uptake nutrients and prevent erosion problems that can result in surface water 
discharges; 2) Manure should be scraped from heavy use areas where vegetation cannot be 
maintained and applied to cropland under a nutrient management plan; 3) Animals removed 
from lots and housed under roof.  

Looking southeast at Lot 2. No 
vegetation present on lot. 

Looking southwest 
at Lot 1. No 
vegetation present 
on lot.  
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