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New Franken, WI 54229

Mr. Scott Watson
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
5301 Rib Mountain Drive
Wausau, WI 54401

September B, 2009

Dear Ms. Clemency and Mr. Watson: ~tiO aoCj ~

Subject: Domtar Wisconsin D :o~.~ ~ OOl-
FERC Projects 225, ~29~
Centralia, Port Edwards, and Nekoosa Projects
Purple Loosestrife Monitoring Report for 2009

Attached is a report for purple loosestrife monitoring as required by Article 40B for projects
2255 and 2291, and by Article 407 for project 2292. A single report for the three projects
has been prepared.

The survey was performed substantially as described in the plan submitted to the FERC
Secretary on January 13, 1997, and as approved by FERC on July 16, 1997. The 2009
survey was performed during July and August as described in the report.

If there are any questions, please feel free to contact me at (715) 886-7111.

Sincerely,

JaiJ!I4/
David S. Ulrich, Superintendent
Environmental Services

DSU:kd

cc: Ms. Peggy A. Harding, Regional Engineer, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
Chicago Regional Office, 230 South Dearbom Street, Chicago, IL 60604

...$ecretary, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street, N.E.,
Washington, D.C. 20426
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PURPLE LOOSESTRIFE MONITORING SURVEY FOR 2009

DOMTARWISCONSIN DAM CORP.
100 Wisconsin River Drive

Port Edwards, Wisconsin 54469

By

Dan Cummins
Cummins Environmental, LLC

FERC Projects
Centralia Dam - No. 2252

Port Edwards Dam - No. 2291
Nekoosa Dam - No. 2292

BACKGROUND

During July and August 2009, Cummins Environmental, LLC, conducted the annual purple
loosestrife survey of project lands. Utilizing past survey maps and maps of the area, the survey
was conducted for the presence of purple loosestrife plants. Observations were made along
the Wisconsin River throughout Domtar's FERC permitted property.

Surveys have been conducted annually since 1997. As part of this report, a comparison will be
made to the presence of purple loosestrife in 2009 to that seen in 2008.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PURPLE LOOSESTRIFE POPULATIONS IN 2009

6\ttupstream of the Centralia Dam into the City of Wisconsin Rapids (Figure 1a) there are many
locations of single and double plants slightly increasing the numbers and locations of plants
.f[ClI!!.goos..This ~as especially true along the right bank and on the IslaMs. m the Centraha
.Dam (Figure 1b), purple loosestrife numbers have st~~~ about the same as 2008. The purple
loosestrife population is scattered at the dam ancf immediately upstream. The many islands
continue to be home to individual plants.

{The electrical transmission line property (Figure 1c) did not contain any purple loosestrife plants
again this year.

b\----u-~~;~~~~--~~-·;he·-~~~--·~dwa~s Dam (Figure 2a)-;~;~~;;~~~~strife continues to appear
[J..) intermittently. The rock outcrops and islands have single and double. plants. Immediately

downstream of the Port Edwards Dam there are two areas of 20+ plants.1JThe first is on the left
bank immediately downstream of the dam. There are 35+ plants that start at the water's edge
and move up the bank. This is especially odd since the 2007 survey ~dicated that there were
no plants at this location.(JikEi1Yaresulf of the 2006 eradication effort). 'A second location is the
ro~rop in contact with the Port Edwards Dam and immediately downstream. This area
has 20+ purple loosestrife plants. A couple of the adjacent rock outcrops also have single
plants present.
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Following the river channel downstream of the Port Edwards Dam, there continues to be purple
loosestrife present on the rocky outcrops in this shallow portion of the river. When the
Wisconsin River turns westward (and becomes somewhat deeper) passing the Port Edwards
Papermill, there continues to be very few (if any) purple loosestrife present. The reservoir
continues to have plants present on the bank adjacent to Wisconsin River Drive (Highway 54).
No significant change was noted in either numbers or spatial distribution of the plants.

Downstream of the Port Edwards Papermill the islands appear free of purple loosestrife (Figure
3a). The Wisconsin River runs westerly here with steep and occasionally overhanging banks.
The habitat is not conducive to purple loosestrife. Also, the area around Harvey Creek is very
difficult to access, with observations from the opposite bank being less reliable.

As the Wisconsin River turns and flows southward, there are several clusters of purple
loosestrife including a cluster of 14 plants at a clearing for a local business easement. Lowlands
that stretch from the bank in this area to Highway 73 contain several clusters of purple
loosestrife. These areas have seen a slight increase in the number of plants.

Further downstream to Robinson Park and the adjacent neighborhoods purple loosestrife
appears as before in small clusters of 3 and 4 plants. At the downstream end of Robinson Park
there is a lowland area that supports a large number, 14, of thriving plants (Figure 3b). At the
Highway 73 bridge there are several plants along the right bank just as in the past. At and
below the Nekoosa Dam there are a few purple loosestrife scattered in this area, with two
locations along the left bank with 6 and 7 plants each.

CONCLUSIONS

The presence of purple loosestrife has increased slightly in the area upstream of the Centralia
Dam, moving into the Wisconsin Rapids area. Between the Centralia and Port Edwards Dams
the purple loosestrife population has stayed relatively constant. However, below the Port
Edwards Dam there has been an increase at two locations immediately below the dam.
Between the Port Edwards and Nekoosa Dams the purple loosestrife population has stayed
constant, with an increase at the easement along the right bank upstream of Robinson Park.
From Robinson Park to the downstream limit of the project property the purple loosestrife has
stayed relatively constant.

Dan Cummins
Cummins Environmental, LLC
1451 Rounds Round
Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin 54494
715-423-8930
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