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Cultivating 
Environmental 

 Stewardship in the  
Lakeshore Region 

     LNRP Vision for the Land and the Water: Cultivating a land ethic through the Sense of Place 
campaign; and cultivating a water ethic through the We All Live on the Water campaign. 

 



A Review of the Centerville Creek and Hika Park 
Restoration Project 

 
A Partnership between the Village of Cleveland and LNRP 

that helped form the Friends of Hika Bay 



Centerville Creek  
Mill Pond Restoration 



Centerville Creek  
Mill Pond Restoration 



Centerville Creek Restoration 
Our Aspirations: 

 
A return to a 

natural 
appearing and  

functioning 
stream 

 
Similar to the 

upstream 
character of the 

South Branch 
 
 





Centerville Creek Restoration Timeline 

• 1996 Dam removed 

• 2000-2001 WDNR River Planning Grant 
Assessment (Interfluve) 

• Recommendations with almost a $1 million 
price tag that included a 50% match 

 



2009-2013 LRNP Contracts 

• Original contract given to LNRP by the 
Village of Cleveland for a Feasibility Analysis 

• Purpose: “to revisit possible restoration 
alternatives” 

• Advisory Committee 

• Grant Writing 

• Fundraising 

• Overall Coordination 



Inputs on Design Elements 
• Friends of Hika Bay 

• Interfluve 

• River Alliance of Wisconsin 

• UW Stevens Point – Watershed Studies 

• DNR, County Land & Water Conservation 
Dep., Invasive Species Coordinator 

• UW Madison – Landscape Designs 

• Lakeshore Technical College – 
Horticulture Program 

• D & H Land Surveys 



Example of 
UW Madison 

Student 
Design 

 
We received 
19 student 
designs for 
the overall 
restoration 

plan. 

Open Space Planning and Design Course 



Floodplain 
bench 

Meander bend 
with pools 

Maintain space 
for future paths 







Project Photos 
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Project Photos 
 
Winter 2013 



Project Photos 
 
Tree Planting 



In September 2012, Cleveland Village Board approved LNRP recommendations to expand Hika 
Park and delineate three areas: Boat Landing, Hika Shores, and Centerville Creek Corridor.  The 

park area expanded 6.3 times from 2.21 to 13.85 acres, an increase of 11.64 acres.    

Hika Shores 

Boat Landing Creek Corridor 

Centerville 











Photos: 
Chicago 
Botanic 
Gardens 

Free Picasa photo 

LTC Horticulture Program 
 

Used Hika Park for a Class 
Project 

 
Assisted in the Removal of 

Invasive Species 
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Common Buckthorn 
Rhamnus cathartica 

Glossy Buckthorn 
Rhamnus frangula 

Photos: 
Chicago 
Botanic 
Gardens 

Free Picasa photo 



Eurasian bush honeysuckles 

Kennith J. Sytsma 

Photo: WDNR 



Phragmites and Japanese Knotweed 



Friends of Hika Bay 
Invasive Species 



Bird Surveys Comparing Fischer Creek and Centerville Creek 



Student involvement: A rewarding marriage of 
education and “real science” 



Partnership - UW Manitowoc 
Three Years 
2010 - 2012 
Student interns  
• Baseline assessment 
• 5 points in 2010, 7 points in 2011, 10 points in 2012 
• Weekly measurements of physical, chemical, biological 

characteristics 
– pH, temperature, flow, turbidity, conductivity, dissolved oxygen, 

ammonia, phosphorus 
– E. coli 

Lab Courses 
• Macroinvertebrate surveys 
• Repeated Measures on Centerville,  
Fischer, Point and this year on Pine & Calvin 
 



Initial Focus 
2009-2011 

Centerville Creek 
Fischer Creek 
Point Creek 

 
Additional Watersheds 

2012 
Pine Creek 

Calvin Creek 
 

Frontal Watersheds of Southern Manitowoc County 

Calvin 

Pine 

Point 

Fischer 

Centerville 



2012 Calvin Creek Sample Points 
1) in Conservation Easement just east of Hwy LS (for class); 2) on S. 26th Street;  

3) off of Hwy CR on Northeim Rd  
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3 

2 



2012 Pine Creek Sample Points East of Hwy I-43  
1) in Conservation Easement just east of Hwy LS off of Sea Gull 
Drive (for class); 2) on Hwy U just west of Hwy LS; 3) off of Hwy 

CR on S. Gass Lake Road  

3 

1 

2 



2012 Pine Creek Sample Points West of Hwy 43 
4) On Center Road; 5) Lake Discharge on Sonnenburg Ln.  6) in Carsten’s Lake; 7) 

Inlet on Carstens Road East on north side of road; 8) Inlet on Carstens Road West on 
south side of road. 
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2012 Point Creek Sample Points  
1) Near mouth, just east of Hwy LS (for class); 2) on Wayne Schuette’s property off 

of Hwy X; 3) off of Point Creek Road at end of S. Gass Lake Road  

2 

1 
3 



2012 Fischer Creek Sample Points  
1) Near mouth, just east of Hwy LS (for class); 2) off of Fischer Creek Road 

just west of Hwy LS; 3) off of Dairyland Road near Lutheran Cemetery   

3 

1 

2 
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2012 Centerville Creek Sample Points 
#1-3 in Millpond; #4-7 on the North Branch; #8-10 on the South Branch 



Friends of Hika Bay 
Water Quality Data 



Natural Corridors 
Point Creek Natural Area and 
Kingfisher Farm – Management by UW 
Green Bay 

Fischer Creek Conservation Area – 
Management by Manitowoc County 

Centerville Creek and Hika Park – 
Management by Village of Cleveland 

Cleveland Swamp – Management by 
Manitowoc Fish and Game 

Old Growth Forest – Management by the 
Lakeshore Technical College 



Recreational 
Opportunities 

Hika Park is the only lake-level 
access point between 

Manitowoc and Sheboygan 

Lake Michigan Water Trail: a new 
450 mile water trail along the 

shoreline of Lake Michigan.  This 
will become the second longest 

trail in Wisconsin. 



Lakeshore Natural Resource 
Partnership - Outreach 

Quarterly Newsletter: The Source 
Websites: www.LNRP.org and www.hika-bay.org 
Regional Outreach: Lake Michigan Stakeholders 

Jim Kettler, Executive Director 
Telephone: 920-304-1919 
Email: jim@LNRP.org 
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