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Ms. Magalie R. Salas, Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
Mail Code: DTCA, HL 21.3 
888 First Street, N.E. 
Washington, DC 20426 

Dear Secretary Salas: 

Results of the Eurasian Watermilfoil Survey for the Grand Rapids Hydroelectric Proiect 
FERC #2433 

As per the July 19, 2006 correspondence from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC) to Wisconsin Public Service Corporation (WPSC) granting permission to conduct a 
Eurasian watermilfoil survey in 2006, to correct an oversight and requesting documentation 
of the results, WPSC is submitting the Grand Rapids Hydroelectric Project Eurasian 
watermilfoil results and agencies' comments. 

The Eurasian watermilfoil survey was conducted on July 24, 2006. Samples were collected 
at each of the 15 transects. Eurasian watermilfoil was identified in 5 out of the 15 transects 
surveyed. Transects #4, #5, #7 and #14 were identified as having a Eurasian watermilfoil 
population that extends beyond the sampling points of the surveyed transects. Eurasian 
watermilfoil was identified at Transect #3; however the population did not extend beyond 
the sample points of Transect #3. The 2006 Eurasian watermilfoil survey results and map 
including stand perimeters are attached in Appendix A. 

The 2006 Eurasian watermilfoil survey identified fewer transects with the presence of 
Eurasian watermilfoil when compared to the 2004 survey. Nine transects were identified as 
containing Eurasian watermilfoil in 2004, as compared to five transects in 2006. Also 
during the 2006 survey, the samples collected indicated that Eurasian watermilfoil was 
either at the same abundance or below what was identified in the 2004 survey, in all but 
one transect. In addition, Eurasian watermilfoil was not identified at any new transects not 
previously accounted for during the 2004 survey. 

The 2006 survey results identified the same number of transects containing Eurasian 
watermilfoil as reported during the 2001 survey, and when compared to the 1998 survey, 
there are two less transects identified with Eurasian watermilfoiL 
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Correspondence was received from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
(MDNR) concaming the 2006 Eurasian watermilfoil survey results. The MDNR's comments 
and WPSC's response to these comments are included in Appendix B. 

If you should have any questions relative to this matarial, please do not hesitate to contact 
James Nuthals at (920) 433-1460. 

S incere ly , /  

Assistant Vice President - Energy Supply Operations 
Telephone: (715)355-2047 

syx 

Enc. 

CC Ms. Peggy Harding, FERC - Chicago 
Ms. Carlisa Linton, FERC - DC 
Ms. Louise Clemency, USFWS 
Mr. Bruce Crocker, WPSC, D2 
Ms. Jessica Mistak, MDNR 

Mr. Gil Snyder, WPSC - D2 
Mr. Ed Brandt, WPSC - CRI 
Mr. Robert Martini, WDNR 
Ms. Joan Johanek, WPSC, D2 
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APPENDIX A 

GRAND RAPIDS HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT 

2006 EURASIAN WATERMILFOIL SURVEY RESULTS 
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APPENDIX B 

GRAND RAPIDS HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT 

MDNR COMMENTS AND WPSC RESPONSE 
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JENNIFER M GRANHOLM 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
LANSING 

Oct(~xr ]2, 2006 

REBECCA A. HUMPHRIE8 
B4RECTOR 

Refer to: 4202.2.41 

Mr. Jaim¢ Nuthais 
Wisconsin Public Service Corporation 
700 North Adams Street 
P.O. Box 19002 
Green Bay, WI 54307-9002 

Dear Mr. Nuthais: 

Subject: Control of Eurnsian Water Milfoil at the Grand Rapids Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2433) 

According to Article 411 of the Grand Rapids Hydroelectric Project license and the Order Amending Approved Noxious 
Plants Monitoring Plans, Wisconsin Public Service Corporation (WPSC) is to cooperate with the resource agencies to 
control Eurasian watennilfoil. 

In 2006, WI~C conducted an additional Eurasian watermilfoil survey aimed at collecting data on mat density, mat 
thickness, and stand perimeter that was missing from previous surveys. This information was needed to better quantify 
changes in the plant population and make recommendations on the most appropriate control methods. 

Based on survey data, Eurasian watermi]foil is currently very abundant, coverin8 over 15 acres of the project. It is 
obvious that control efforts are warranted to not only l~'vent the spread of Eurnsian watermilfoil in Grand Rapids 
Reservoir, but also prevent the transfer of this invasive plant to other water bodies. The DNR again requests that, within 
30 days, WPSC submit a Eurasian watermilfoil control plan for agency review. Please contact us if you need technical 
assistance in developing the plan. 

If you have any questions about this matter, please contact me at 906-249-1611 ext 308 or m i s ~ .  If you 
wish to contact me in writing, my address is: 
Marquette Fisheries Station 
Michigan Department of Natural Re~u'cas 
484 Cherty Cre~ Rd 
Marquette, MI 49855 

Sincerely, 

Senior Fisheries Biologist 

CC: Masalie Salas, FERC 
Bob Martini, WDNR 
Mike Donofrin" WDNR 
Lou'~ Clcmc~y, FWS 
Mike Herman, DNR 
Chris Fre~l~-'ger, DNR 

NATURAL RESOURCES COMMI881ON 
Ke41~ d. Chel~e~-Chak" • Mary St'own • Dlune41Eerley • Bob GamM • GMIlld I-t~l • John Madlgltn • Fr lnk ~ u l t l l k e  

STEVENS T. MA8ON BUILDING • P.O. BOX 30028 • LANSING, MICHK3AN 48909-7528 
w w w . . ~ n . g o v / d n r  • (517) 373-2329 
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Wisconsin Public Service Cotporetton 

(il ~.Uhbl~Jn*,l'~ O' I~'p(.~ ~l::,()~l';.I;~. (~()'l)~ll*]t;tllln 

7C~, N(lltll /~J4]rl~: ,~tlHtll 

PO Box I~XJO2 

(;n~et" {~W Wl 54~7-~002 

November 6, 2006 

Ms. Jessice Mistak 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
488 Cherry Creek Road 
Marquette, MI 49855-8999 

FERC No 2433 

Dear Ms. Mistak: 

Grand Rapids Hydroelectric Project 
Control of Eurasian Watermilfoil 

Per your letter submitted October 13, 2006, Wisconsin Public Service Corporation (WPSC) is in agreement 
with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) that WPSC Is to cooperate with the resource 
agencies to control Eurasian watermiffoil if the need for specific elimination measures are demonstrated, per 
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) Order Amending the Approved Noxious Plants 
Monitoring Plan, Article 411 of the Grand Rapids Hydroelectric Project license. However, WPSC does not 
feel that the need for specific elimination measures has been demonstrated. 

The 2006 Eurasian watermilfoil survey identified fewer transects with the presence of Eurasian watermilfoil 
when compared to the 2004 survey. Nine transects were identified as containing Eurasian water in 2004 as 
compared to five transects in 2006. Also during the 2006 survey, in all but one transect, the samples 
collected indicated that Eurasian watermilfoil was either at the same abundance or below what was identified 
in the 2004 survey. In addition, Eurasian watermilfoil was not identified at any new transects not previously 
accounted for dudng the 2004 survey. 

The 2006 survey results have the same number of transects identified as containing Eurasian watermilfoil as 
report dudng the 2001 survey, and two less transects identified with Eurasian watermilfoil when compared to 
the 1998 survey. 

It is the opinion of WPSC that the Eurasian watermilfoil population at the Grand Rapids Hydroelectric ProJect 
is being controlled by natural features, such as the native weevil (euhrychiopsis lecontei). 

The survey results do not exhibit an increase in the Eurasian watermilfoil population over the past eight years 
of surveying. WPSC is to conduct a Eurasian watermilfoil survey again in 2007, if the results indicate that the 
Eurasian watermilfoil population has increased, WPSC will cooperate with the resource agencies to control 
Eurasian watermilfoil, provided the need for specific elimination measures are demonstrated. 

If you should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (920) 433-1460. 

Sincerely, 

rnes o • 

• E n v 0 r o n m e n t a l  C o n s u l t a n t  

Wisconsin Public Servce Corporation 
Telephone: (920) 433-1460 

syx 

CC: Ms Joan Johanek, WPSC - D2 
Mr. Gil Snyder, WPSC - D2 
Ms Louise Clemency, USF-VVS 

Mr. Edward Brandt, WPSC - Cdvitz 
Ms. Magalie R Salas, FERC - DC 
Mr Robert Martini, WDNR 

w w w . w t t c o n  s~n publ ics i rvice t o m  
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JENNIFER M. GRANHOLM 
GO~:RNOR 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
LANSING 

November 14, 2006 

REBECCA A. HUMPHRIES 
BR~-'TOR 

Refer to: 4202.2.41 

Ms. Magalie Salas, Secretary 
Federal Energy Reguhttory Commission 
888 First Street, N.E. 
Washington, DC 20426 

Dear Ms. Sales: 

Subject: Request for FERC Assistance- Control of Eurasian Water Milfoil at the Grand 
Rapids Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2433) 

According to Article 411 oftbe Grand Rapids Hydroelectric Project license and the Order 
Amending Approved Noxious Plants Monitoring Plans, Wisconsin Public Se~ce  Corporation 
(WPSC) is to cooperate with the resource agencies to control Eurasian watermilfoil. 

In 2006, WPSC conducted an additional Eurasian watermilfofl survey aimed at collecting data on 
mat density, mat thicknees, and stand perimeter that wes miesin8 from previous surveys. This 
information was needed to better quantify changes in the plant population and make 
recormnendatiom on the most appropriate control methods. 

Based on survey data, Eurasian watermilfoil is currently very abundant, covering over 15 acres 
of the project. It is obvious that control efforts are warranted to not only lxevent the spread of  
Eurasian watermilfoil in Grand Rapids Reservoir, but also prevent the transfer of this invasive 
plant to other water bodies. In a letter to WPSC dated October 12, 2006, we asked for a control 
plan and offered our technical assistance. In response, in a letter dated November 6, 2006, 
WPSC stated that control was unne~ssary at this time, since Eurasian watermilfoil was 
identified in fewer transects than in 2004 and is likely being controlled by natural features such 
as the native weevil. While this may be the case, owin 8 to the lack of complete data collection in 
previous years, the DNR is unable to detamine for certain ifthis nuisance plant is being 
naturally controlled. Therefore, we continue to assert that control efforts of Eurasian 
watermilfoii are needed at the Grand Rapids project. 

S/ace we are no longer able to move forward with WPSC In • productive manner  
regarding the contFoi Eurasian wstermiifoil ,  the DNR requests FERC's s e s i m n c e  In 
m o l t i n g  this I m ~  

NATURAL FIESOUFICES COMMI881ON 
Kel~ J. Chmterli-Chak • Mary B,-own • Dmne]l Esrley • Bob Game< • Gerald ~ • John Madlgan • Frank VVtleatlllke 

STEVENS T. MASON BUILDING • P.O. BOX 30028 • LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909-7528 
m . m l c ~ . g o v / d n r  • (517) 373-232g 
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Ms. Ma~i¢ Sah~ -2- November 14, 2006 

If you have any questions about this matter, please contact me at 906-249-1611 ext 308 or 
m i s t a k ' ~ .  If you wish to contact me in writing, my address is: 
Marquette Fisheries Station 
Michigan Department of Natural Resouroes 
484 Cherry Creek ad 
Marquette, MI 49855 

Sincerely, 

Jcssica Mistak, Senior Fishers Biologist 

CC: George Taylor, FERC 
Carlisa Linton, FERC 
Bob Martini, WDNR 
Mike Donofrio, WDNR 
Louise Clemency, FWS 
Mike Herman, DNR 
Chris Freiburger, DNR 


