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ORIGINAL 

Office of the Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street, NE 
Washington, D.C. 20426 / ~ r - /  

RE: WVIC Project 2113,4"Modified Purple Loosestrlfe  Control  P l u  

The purpose of this correspondence is to request an amendment to Wisconsin Valley 
Improvement Company's (WVIC Project 2113) FERC approved Fish and Wildlife Management 
Plan (1997), which was updated in 2001 and 2006. The Plan contains in Section 4.4.5 a Purple 

• Loosestrife Control Plan. The Purple Loosestrife Control Plan included pilot studies initiated in 
1996 to chemically control purple loosestrife on WVIC's man-made reservoirs. 

WVIC is herewith requesting a modification to the Purple Loosestr/f¢ Control Plan. The 
modification would include terminating the chemical con~l  aspect of the Plan and 
implementing biological control (Galerucella sp. beetles), as described in the enclosed Modified 
Purple Loosestrife Control Plan (Attachment 1). 

WVIC sent a copy of the proposed Modified Purple Loosestrife Control Plan dated October 3, 
2008 to the Wisconsin DNR (WDNR) and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) for review 
and comment (Attachment 2). WVIC received comments from the WDNR on October 16 and 
November 4, 2008 (Attachment 3). No comments were received from the USFWS. 

WDNR's comments and WVIC's responses (included in the Modified Purple Loosestrif¢ 
Control Plan) are summarized below: 

Comment 1. We agree that there needs to be continuous annual monitoring to track and map 
where and how quickly PL is spreading after chemical treatments are discontinued; however, 
to be able to effectively track PL, a detailed map of the current PL distribution and 
abundance should be included with the plan so there is sufficient baseline data to draw 
conclusions from in the future. 
R~tm~e: WVIC has provided a detailed baseline map of each subject reservoir identifying 
the distribution and abundance of  purple loosestrife. 
Comment 2. With regard to the annual reporting procedure and the revisiting of 
management options, what levels of PL abundance trigger hand pulling versus chemical 
control versus releasing beetles? This is an important consideration and should be included 
in the plan• 
Res_.~t?onse: This is a relatively gray area due to the complexity and variability of  purple 
Ioosestrife distribution and abundance within and between the three reservoirs and is 
responded to in greater detail in the enclosed Modified Purple Loosestrife Control Plan• 
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Comment 3. We also believe that the annual review process is necessary, but management 
recommendations also need to be made on an annual basis a~er the review, rather than after 
the three year period. This allows WVIC to be more responsive to a large population 
expansion i f  it were to occur. 
Res___~_Donse: WVIC would agree to an annual review process. 
Comment 4. Finally, i f  it is deemed necessary to begin raising and releasing beetles, who will 
be responsible for  doing so? 
R~_._~ponse: WVIC would assume the responsibility for  introducing beetles, i f  necessary. 

WVIC believes that biological controls today represent a more natural, economical and effective 
long-term control method versus chemical control. For these reasons, WVIC requests amending 
its Purple Loosestrife Control Plan in Section 4.4.5 of its Fish and Wildlife Management Plan 
(updated in 2006) with the enclosed "Modified Purple Loosestrife Control Plan". It is WVIC's 
opinion that with this amendment the continued control of purple loosestrife on the three Project 
man-made reservoirs will more effectively meet today's standards. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

David M. Coon, Director 
Environmental Affairs 

ENCLOSURES 
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Wisconsin Valley Improvement Company 

Proposed 

Modified Purple Loosestrife Control Plan 

Current Chemical Control 

Wisconsin Valley Improvement Company (WVIC), with approval from the Wisconsin DNR 
(WDNR), implemented a purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) control program in 1996. The 
program involved development of  minimal, yet effective application rates of  the herbicide 
RODEO*at WVIC's man-made reservoirs. In compliance with WVIC's 1996 FERC license, the 
purple loosestrife control plan became a part ofWVIC's  FERC approved 1997 Fish and Wildlife 
Management Plan (updated in 2001 and 2006). 

WVIC implemented pilot studies for controlling purple loosestrife at selected areas in Rice 
Reservoir in 1996. The purpose for the studies was to test the effectiveness of  various spraying 
methods and RODEO* herbicide concentrations during the plants flowering stage. At that time, 
chemical treatment of  large stands of  loosestrife (several hundred plants) was the most effective 
control method. The pilot studies yielded positive results. It was learned that RODEO* 
concentration could be lower than recommendations by the manufacturer and still achieve control 
with less damage to non-target plants. 

WVIC refined RODEO* application rates and expanded the program in 1997 to include Willow 
Spirit reservoirs where greater than a hundred plants also occmTed. WVIC learned that greateT control 
could be achieved by spraying the plants twice during the growing season end initiated two sprayings 
in 2002 with the goal o f  eradicating the infestations (a late bloom in 2008 precluded two sprayings). 
The reason for spraying twice was based on field observations of  a second crop of  flowering 
Ioosestnfe that would emerge and bloom three to four weeks after the initial spraying. This approach 
was effective in further reducing the abundance of  lnosestrife at Willow and Spirit, but has not 
resulted in eradication. Similarly, at Rice Reset'volt where the greatest abundance of  purple loosestrife 
occurred, abundance has been reduced over the past 13 years but the infestations have not been 
eradicated. Today, native plants have become reestablished in areas where the densest infestations 
of  loosestrife have been reduced~ (Small new colonies of  less than 10 plants were treated at 
Rainbow and Eau Pleine reservoirs in 1997 and 1999, respectively, and eradicated those years). 

Proposed Biological Control Plan RationMe 

In spite o f  the success of  reducing Ioosestrife abundance at Rice, Willow and Spirit reservoirs, 
the past 13 years of  chemical treatment with RODEO* herbicide has not resulted in the 
eradication of  loosestrife. One missed mature plant (i.e., in tall dense stands of  shoreline 
vegetation) that produces over 2 million seeds a season (Wisconsin DNR lnvasive Species web 
site, 2004), ensures the improbability of  eradication. It appears that annual application of  the 
herbicide would need to continue indefinitely in order to maintain control o f  lonsestrife. 
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The Wisconsin DNR (Invasive Species web site, 2004) reported that conventional control 
methods like hand pulling, cutting, flooding, herbicides, and plant competition have only been 
moderately effective in controlling purple loosestrife; biocontrol is now considered the most 
viable option for more complete control for heavy infestations. The Illinois Natural History 
Survey (INHS web site, 1999) also reported that chemical control will not eliminate large 
loosestrife infestations (greater than 100 plants) and today is simply not appropriate and 
impractical. 

The WDNR initiated and continues to support the raising and releasing of  Galerucella sp. beetles 
that feed on purple loosestrife plants, which stresses the plants in multiple ways. Research has 
shown that these beetles are almost exclusively dependent upon purple loosestrife and do not 
threaten native plants. The beetles do not eradicate loosestrife, but significantly reduce 
loosestrife populations so cohabitation with native species becomes a possibility. In a WDNR 
test area, 90% of  the treated area saw a 90% reduction in ioosestrife. The INHS (INHS web site, 
1999) recommended that for sites with large infestations, biological control with leaf-feeding 
Galerucella sp. beetles is preferred. For example, a minimum of  2,000 to 3,000 beetles per site 
and multiple releases at various locations within the site is recommended with sites greater than 
5 acres of  Ioosestrife (INHS web site, 1999; Ragsdale, et al. 2000). Accordingly, WVIC proposes 
to phase-out the chemical control program after 2008 and allow biological control (beetles) to 
become the primary control method. 

Galerucella sp. beetles, in fact, are present at Spirit Reservoir (identified by WVIC during 
herbicide spraying in July 2008). Spraying was terminated at Spirit to allow the beetles to occupy 
and potentially expand within the site. These beetles may have migrated from Jersey City 
Flowage located four miles to the north, Alexander Flowage located 12 miles to the south or 
Tripoli, WI located 10 miles to the north, where well-established beetle populations occur. 
Wisconsin Public Service Corporation (WPSC) released 10,000 Galerucella sp. beetles in Jorsey 
City Flowage in 2007 and over 50,000 beetles in 2008 (J. Nuthals, WPSC personal 
communication). Beetles were introduced in Alexander Flowage in 2007 and are expanding 
northward based on WPSC 2008 survey results. Several thousand beetles are also present near 
the Town of  Tripoli in dense loosestrife stands along Willow Road and Highway 8. These were 
introduced by the WDNR over two years ago. These beetle populations occur in close vicinity to 
Rice and Willow reservoirs. Jersey City Flowage abuts the Rice Reservoir dam (Rice tailwater) 
and Willow Reservoir is located approximately 10 miles north from Tripoli. 

Based on the above findings, WVIC believes this is an opportune time to allow these well- 
established beetle populations to expand into Rice and Willow reservoirs. Since beetles have 
now been observed in Spirit Reservoir and are in close proximity to Rice and Willow reservoirs, 
it seems reasonable that beetles will migrate to these reservoirs within the next few years. All 
three reservoirs are located within a 17 mile radius of  eech other. Galerucella sp. beetles are very 
mobile and successful in seeking out new stands of  Ioosestrife traveling 2 to 6 miles from their 
original release sites (Landis, et al. 2003; Weeden, et al. Comell University web site; USDA 
Forest Service web site, 2005). Galerucella sp. beetle populations reach densities that kill 
loosestrife plants in 3 to 5 years (INHS web site, 1999; Ragsdale et al. 2000; Landis, et al. 2003). 
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Biological Control Monitoring Plan 

Gaa__~/- The goal of this Plan is to control purple loosestrife on Willow, Rice and Spirit reservoirs 
with Galerucella sp. beetles by maintaining purple looses~'ife distribution and abundance similar 
to or less than pre-b/ological conb'ol (baseline) levels. 

Field Methods - To achieve the goal, WVIC proposes to ultimately terminate chemical control 
with RODEO ® herbicide and allow the establishment of Galerucella sp. beetles from the 
surrounding area. Beginning in 2009 WVIC will survey the shorelines of each reservoir by boat 
in mid July where loosestrife has historically occurred. Purple loosestrife is currently distributed 
in varying abundance levels along an 18 mile area of shoreline at Rice, a 3 mile area of shoreline 
at Spirit and a 1 mile area of shoreline at Willow reservoirs. Where purple loosestrife has not 
historically occurred, WVIC will continue to rely on the agencies and public's assistance and 
cooperation. WVIC maintains purple Ioosestzife information posters at its boat landings asking 
the public to report any sightings of looseslxife. 

During the shoreline survey, the locations and abundance of flowering purple Ioosestrife will be 
mapped and recorded.with GPS. ~ f e  abundance will be defined as low (1-5 plants), 
moderate (6-50 plants) or high (51-100+ plants). The loosestrife maps will then be compared with 
baseline maps for monitoring changes in loosestrife distribution and abundance. The survey data 
fiorn 2008 will be used as the baseline maps for Rice and Willow reservoirs and the 2007 survey 
data will be used for the Spirit Reservoir baseline map (enclosed for each of the three rescrvoirs, 
Attachment 1). Although loosestrife was sprayed with RODEO ® at Rice and Willow reservoirs in 
2008, the existing loosestrife seed bank will provide loosestrife plants in 2009 based on the 
results fi-om previous years of spraying. Beetles may invade Willow and Rice reservoirs as early 
as 2009, based on their presence at Spirit Reservo/r in 2008. 

During the surveys, the locations of plants exhibiting signs of leaf and stem damage characteristic 
ofGalerucella sp. beetles will also be recorded with GPS and inspected to verify beetle presence. 
This information will be compared between years to assess the distribution and effectiveness of the 
beetles in controlling looseslrife abundance. 

Reportlne. Agent .  Consultation & Management S t r a t e h n ~  - As part of the annual review 
process, WVIC will file a report on the annual monitoring results to the FERC, WDNR and 
USFWS by October 31 each year for the first five years of this Control Plan (2009 - 2013). 
WVIC will then discuss the results and possible management options (discussed below) with the 
agencies in November each year. At the end of the five year period, WVIC will submit a five- 
year report to the agencies and FERC summarizing the results of bio-control and determine what 
foturo monitoring requirements and management options, if any, may be necessary. 

The objective of the annual agency review process will be to determine what strategies 
(management options) could be implemented the following year based on the current year's 
results (observed increases or decreases in loosestrife abundance and distribution). The WDNR 
initially posed three potential options including hand pulling chemical control or releasing 
beetles and inquired about what levels of loosestaife abundance would "trigger" each option (see 
Attachment 3: email fiom Kyle McLaughlin dated October 16, 2008 and letter from Byron Dale 
Simon dated November 4, 2008). Because of the highly variable nature of loosestrife distribution 
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and abundance at the three reservoirs, particularly Rice Reservoir, there is not a clear quantitative 
State directive to this query. Mr. Brock Woods, Wisconsin DNR Purple Loosestdfe Control 
Coordinator, suggested however, that a fourth option for the Project reservoirs could initially be 
the integration of  methods, which has shown promise (Personal Communication, November 14, 
2008) (WDNR Invasive Species web site, 2004). This fourth management option could involve 
integration of  traditional controls and bio-control for some sites, since some immediate 
loosestrife control could be maintained while bio-oontrol beetles become common enough to 
exert meaningful control. As long as beetles have foliage to eat and are not exposed to pesticides, 
WDNR reports that various methods are compatible. For example, a strategy may include 
introducing beetles in the center o f  a large Ioosestrife infestation, but use traditional cona'ois (i.e., 
chemical) to minimize the spread of  plants at the periphery. Such integration of  methods may 
prove more effective, especially at shortening the overall control process while keeping costs and 
chemical use to a minimum. 

WVIC has not implemented hand pulling loosestrife plants in the past and would not propose 
this as a traditional or typically implemented method based on its general ineffectiveness in areas 
where large older stands of  Ioosestrife occur and a large seed bank is already present. WDNR 
generally only recommends hand pulling in situations where a single new small plant is found in 
an area where loosestrife had never previously been observed. 

The occurrence of  purple loosestrife in the three WVIC reservoirs for 13+ years and the 
complexity and variability of  loosesaife distribution and abundance within and between the three 
reservoirs may initially merit integration of  chemical and bio-control methods. The selection of  
management strategies for each reservoir would be based on the annual survey results and 
dete~nined during the annual agency review process. For example, if  beetles have not migrated 
into the reservoirs and/or are not effectively controlling the spread of  Ioosestrife, then integrating 
beetle introductions at levels o f  2,000 - 3,000 individuals per site and multiple releases at 
various locations within the reservoir, with chemical control at peripheral sites, could be 
considered. WVIC would assume responsibility for introducing beetles, i f  necessary. The 
primary goal will ultimately be achieving bio-control as the sole method for controlling purple 
loosestrife. 

R~erences 
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Purple Loosestxffe Survey - 2008 
Rice Reservoir 

Number l.atltude 

89" 41.12581 

Amount 

1 45" 33.0333C 1-5 Plants 
2 45* 33.0867C 89* 41.19757 1-5 Plaids 

3 45" 33.16814 89" 41.4414~ 

4 45" 33.91774 
45" 34.1973~ 
45" 34.441¢ 

5 
8 ~  41.490~ 
89" 41 .ggg3~ 
89" 42-41901 6 

1-5 Plants 
1-,5 P I ~  
1-5 Ptants 

1-5 Pl~ts 
7 45* 34.40311 89* 42.78011 1-5 Plants 
8 45" 34.46271 8g" 42.7718"/ 1-5 P, em~ 
9 45" 34.54154 89" 42_70454 1-5 P1an~ 
10 45" 34.5384~ 8g" 42.8862~ 1-5 Plants 

11 45" 34.58342 8g" 42.91431 1-5 Plants 
12 45* 34.3,5~ 89" 43.1913~ 1-5 Plam~ 

45" 34.0geO~ 89" 43.0717( 

89" 42.77947 45" 33.99721 
13 

14 
1-5 P, an~ 
1-5 Rams 

15 45" 34.1500~ 89" 42.7561C 1-5 Plants 
16 45" 34.30504 89" 42.73311 1-5 Plants 

17 45" 34.12771 88" 42.68253 1-5 Plants 
18 . 45" 33.82517 89" 42.74357 1-5 Plants 
19 45" 33.3654~ 89" 42.7921E 1-5 Plants 
20 45" 33.8519~ 89" 42.1605"/ 1-5 Plants 
21 45" 33.6149~ 89" 41.9954~ 1-5 Ptants 

48" 33.e2801 22 89" 41.661~ 
23 

1-5 Plants 
45" 33.57342 8~  41.6521~ 1-5 Plants 

24 45* 33.1593~ 89" 41.3272~ 6-50 PlwCs 

25 45" 34.0749~ 89" 41.6963( 6-50 Plants 
26 45" 34.33407 89" 42.05618 6-50 Plants 
27 45" 34.4191e 89" 41.9723"/ 6-50 Plants 
28 45" 34.40645 89" 42.0186~ 6-50 Plants 

29 45" 34.44714 89" 42.10237 6-50 Plants 
30 45" 34.47383 89" 42.0e6e~ 6-50 Plants 

31 45" 34.51333 89* 42.08961 6-50 Plants 
45" 34.4482"/ 89" 42.5~G~ 6-50 Plants 

33 45" 34.4945(~ 89" 42.6311~ 6-50 Plants 
34 45" 34.52887 89" 42.6110~ 6-50 Plants 

35 45" 34.59601 89" 43.0123~ 6-50 Plants 

36 45" 34.1910~ 89" 43.31318 6-50 Plants 
37 45" 34.14190 8g* 43.280~ 6-50 PI~Is 

45 ° 33.93~5~ 38 

45" 33.95874 

89" 42.86044 

~ "  4,?_ 720~ 

6-50 P, an~ 

89" 42.09680 

39 45" 34.121B~ 8-.50 Rants 
40 45" 34.2923a 88" 42.6921B 6-50 Plants 

41 45" 34.239~ 89" 42.70234 6-50 Plants 

42 45" 33.952g~ 89" 42.65550 6-50 Ptants 
43 6-50 Ptants 

44 45" 33.94564 89" 42.2411g 6-50 Plants 
45 45" 33A7681 89" 41.838~ 
46 45" 33.06945 89" 40.84g0g 

6-50 Plenb; 

50+ Pints 

50+ Plants 45" 33.01868 89* 40.90702 
45" 33.07386 89" 40.8108~ 50+ Plants 

8 ~  42.04037 

47 
48 

49 45" 34.2ge93 50+ Pb, n~ 
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Purple Loosestrife Survey - 2008  
Rice Rese~'volr 

Number Litltude 
8g" 41 .geg47 

Amocmt 

50 45" 34.307g0 50+ Plants 

51 45" 34.36260 89* 41.97157 50+ Plants 

52 45" 34.38756 89" 41.94373 50+ Plants 
53 

54 

56 

57 

58 

45" 34.42756 

45" 34.45056 

45" 34.53256 

45" 34.5?72? 

45" 34.58331 

45" 34.53519 

45" 34.53431 

45" 34.543~ 
5g 

89" 42.08528 

8g" 42.02064 

8g" 42.12153 

89" 42.10gQ6 

89" 4?-16184 
89" 42.16202 

8g" 42.20505 

8g" 42.2610g 

8g" 42.58631 
60 

50+ Plants 

50+ Plants 

50+ Plar~ 

50+ Plantl 

50+ Pints 
50+ Ptanm 

50+ Plants 

50+ I:11mts 
50+ Plants 61 45" 34.47774 

62 45" 34.469g0 8g" 42.62943 50+ Planls 

63 45" 34.45175 89* 42.65777 50+ Plants 

64 45" 34.43520 8g" 42.6g086 50+ Plants 

65 45" 34.59716 8g" 42.70510 50+ 

66 45" 34.16464 8G" 42.71096 50+ Plarlts 

67 45" 34.16147 89" 42.68421 50+ Plants 

68 45" 34.11474 89" 42.70643 50+ Ptanls 

6g 45" 33.go67g 89" 42.70656 50+ Plants 

70 45" 33.50883 8g" 42.08848 50+ 

71 45" 33.79591 8g" 41.60044 50+ Pkmts 
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Numbe¢ 

Purple Loosestnfe Survey - 2007 
Swit Reservoir 

latitude L ~ . . d ,  
8g" 50.0685; 

Amount 
1 45" 27~r97( 1-5 Plants 

2 45" 27.3448~ 89" 50.22761 1-5 Plan~ 
3 45" 27.32.44~ 8 ~  50.3112( 6-50 Plants 
4 45" 27,292~ 89" 50.25g~ 1-5 Plants 

5 45" 27.2830~ 8G" 50.3181; %5 Plants 
6 45" 27.2573~ 

45" 27,2176C 
45" 27.2549( 
45" 27,2006~ 

45" 27.1579; 
45" 27.0817~ 
45" 27.1401~ 
45" 27.(]0171 

7 
8 
9 
10 
11 

eg" 50.35g~ 
89" 50.345~ 
8g" 50.2948( 
89" 50.296~ 
89" 50.276g~ 
8G" 50.18104 
89" 49.936~ 
89" 49.9341,' 

12 
13 

14 

50+ Plants 

50+ Ptants 
50+ Plants 
6-50 Ptants 
6-50 Plants 

50+ Plants 
1-5 Planla 
1-5 Plants 

45" 27.~241 89" 4,9.8615; 8-50 P~m~ 
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Purple Loosestdfe Survey - 2008 
Wilow Rese~oir 

Numb~ I .at~de 

89" 50.4442~ 

45" 41.28251 

Amount 

1 45" 41.1844] 50+ P*Je~s 

2 45" 41.140~ 89" 50.4164~ 6-50 I~mts 

3 45" 41.1761~ 89" 50.40151 6-50 Plants 

4 45" 41.22251 89" 50.3~e67 650 Ptanb 

5 8G" 50.32727 

89" 50.4413~ 

6-50 Plants 

6 45* 41.26"/~ 1-5 Plants 

7 45" 41.310~ 8~" 50.47241 6-50 Plan~ 
8 45" 41.35041 89" 50.4351 ~ 6-50 P~nts 
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,,1........ 

: W V l I C  

2301 NORTH THIRD STREET WAUSAU, WISCONSIN 54403 
715/848-2976 FAX: 715JB42-0284 
Web Site: www.wvlc.com Entail: MaffQv~ic.com 

October 3, 2008 

Mr. Dale Simon 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
P.O. Box 7921 
Madison, WI 53707-7921 

Ms. Louise Clemency 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
2661 Scott Tower Road 
New Franken, Wl 54229-9565 

RE: WVIC Project 2113; Purple Loosestrtfe Control Plan 

Wisconsin Valley Improvement Company's (WVIC) FERC approved ! 997 Fish and Wildlife 
Management Plan (updated in 2001 and 2006) contains in Section 4.4.5 a Purple Loosestrife 
Control Plan (Plan). The Plan included pilot studies initiated in 1996 to chemically control 
purple Iooseslrife on WVIC's man-made reservoirs. 

The purpose of this letter is to request a modification to the Purple Loosestrife Control Plan. The 
modification would include terminating the chemical control aspect of the Plan and 
implementing biological control (C, alerucella sp. beetles), as discuss~ in the enclosed 
Attachment. WVIC believes that biological controls today represent a more natural, economical 
and effective long-term control method versus chemical control. Several resource agencies, 
municipalities and utilities have used Galerucella sp. beetles to successfully control pmple 
loosestrife. 

Attached is WVIC's proposed Modified Purple Loosestrife Control Plan for your review and 
comment. I would appreciate your comments sent to my attention via ¢=nail coon(i~vvic.com or 
by letter at the above addre~ by November 7, 2008. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

David M. Coon, Director 
Environmental Affairs 

_~pies to: Tom Jerow, Wisconsin DNR, 107 SutliffAvenue, Rhinelander WI 54501 
Lindsay Watch, Wisconsin DNR, 107 SutliffAvenue, Rhinelandcr WI 54501 
Jessica Mistak, Michigan DNR, 484 Cherry Creek Road, Marquette, M1 49855 
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WYIC Purple Loostfife Plan Amendment Comments Page 1 o f  I 

Dave C o o n  

From: Md_aughlin, Kyle L - DNR [Kyte.McLaughlin~isconsin.gov] 

Sent  Thursday, October 16, 2008 9:34 AM 

To: Simon, Byron D - DNR; Dave Coo~1 

• ubject: WVIC Purp4e Lcostrife Plan Amendment Comments 

Dear Mr. Simon and Mr. Coon, 

After further review of  WVIC's modified purple loosestrife (PL) control plan recently submitted to us, 
we have a few more questions/comments. We agree that there needs to be continuous annual 
monitoring to track and map where and how quickly PL is spreading after chemical treatments are 
discontinued; however, to be able to effectively track PL, a detailed map of  the current PL distribution 
and abundance should be included with the plan so there is sufficient baseline data to draw conclusions 
from in the future. Also, with regard to the annual reporting procedure and the revisiting o f  
management options, what levels o f  PL abundance trigger hand pulling versus chemical control versus 
releasing beetles? This is an important consideration and should be included in the plan. We also 
believe that the annual review process is necessary, but management recommendations also need to be 
made on an a n n ~  basis after the review, rather than after the three year period. This allows WVIC to 
be more responsive to a large population expansion if  it were to occur. Finally, i f  it is deemed necessary 
to begin raising and releasing beetles, who will be responsible for doing so? 

Thank you for taking the time to review these comments. If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact me. 

Sincerely, 

L. 
W=tee Rmsouro= ~ i s t  
~ ~gem - No~h=-n ~g~n 
Wlscm~. I~-tment of Nmu~ R~ouec=s 
(~ )  phone: (715) 365-8905 
(11) ~ (715) 365-8932 
(1~1) o - ~ :  kyle.mclaughlin~dnr.stat e.wi.us 

11/21/2008 
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November 4, 2008 

State of Wisconsin DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
101 S. Webetmr St. 

Jim Doyle, Govem~r Box 7921 
Matthew J. Frank, Secmtnsy Madison, WIscon=ln 53707-7921 

T e k ~  608-266-2621 
FAX 608-267-3579 

TTY Access via relay - 711 

Mr. David M. Coon, Director Environmental Affairs 
Wisconsin Valley Improvement C o ~ y  
2301 No~h Third Street 
Wausau, WI 54403 

Subject WVIC Project 2113: Purple Loosestrife Control Plan 

Mr. Coon: 

Thank you for your letter dater October 3, 2008 concerning the request for modification of the above mentioned 
plan. I am aware that one of our staff, Kyle L. McLaughlin, Water Resources Specialist, contacted you on 
O¢~tober 16, 2008, via email concerning your proposed modification to the plan. His suggestions are ]is'ted in the 
following paragraph. 

After further review o f  WVIC" s modified purpie Ioosestrife (PL) control plan recently subnfftted to us, we have a f ew  
more questlonrJcommenls. We agree that there needs to be continuous annual monitoring to track and map where 
and how quickly PL is spreading after chemical trentments are discontinued; however, to be able to effectively track 
PL  a detailed map o f  tbe current PL distribation and abundance should be included with the plan so there is 
sufficient baseline data to draw conclusions fram in tbe futare. Abo, with regard to the annual reporting procedure 
and the revisiting o f  management options, what levels o f  PL abundance trigger hand pulling versus chemical control 
versus releasing beetles? This is an unportont consideration and should be included in the pla~ We also believe 
that the annual revtew pracess is necessary, but management recommendations also need to be made on an annual 

." basis after the review, rather than after the three year period. This allows P/VIC to be more responsive to a large 
population expansion i f  it were to occur. Finally, i f  it is deemed necessary to begin raising and releasing beetle~, 
who will be responsible for  doing so? 

I concur with these comments and we are hereby requesting you submit a revised Biological Control Monitoring 
Plan that addresses the above mentioned concerns. If you have any further questions regarding these comments, 
plense contact Mr. McLaughlin directly at (715)-365-8905, email: kyle.mclaughlin@wisconsin.gov. We also 
suggest contacting Brock Woods at (608)-221-6349, entail: b r o c k . w ~ n s i n . g o v ,  who serves as the 
statewide purple loosestrife coordinator and whose comments would also be beneficial. Thank you for the 
opportunity to comment. 

Sincerely, " 

Byron Dale Simon 
Chief Biologist 
Waterways Protection Section 

Cc: Kimbedy Bose-FERC 
Tom Jerow-NOR/Rhinelander, Kyle McLaugldin-NOR/Rhinelander, Scott Provost-Wisconsin Rapids 
Greg Sevener-Peshtigo, Brock Woods-SS/RC 

0 dnr.wLgov 
wisconsin.gov ~ . ,  


