


Rathke Lake: New Name (Spelling Correction) 
 

Recommended Name of Feature: Rathke Lake (9.25 acres) 
 
Current Name of Feature: Radtke Lake (WBIC 34700) 
 

Radtke Lake (ID 2761849) GNIS 

Radtke Lake WDNR – Register of Waterbodies 

Radtke Lake Washington County GIS 
 
Location & Description: T11N R20E Sec 22; Town of Trenton, Washington County 
 
DNR Location Map 
 
The feature is a 9.25 acre lake in Washington County, within the Town of Trenton. It has a 
maximum depth of 14 feet. The feature is not connected to other water features in DNR hydro data.  
There are no other waterbodies or features sharing the name of Rathke in Wisconsin. 
 
Proponent:  Louise Johanek (Downers Grove, IL) 
 
Summary: This is a spelling correction to Radtke Lake, which the proponent claims was misspelled 
when officially named. The proponent has provided wills, mortgage papers, and other historical 
documents that indicate the spelling is Rathke.  
 
Local Opinion: The Town of Trenton abstained from giving a recommendation on 11/7/2017. No 
recommendation has been received from Washington County as of 11/28/2017.  
 
Decision: The proposal was denied by the WGNC on 1/16/2018, based on the factors of no local 
support and lack of historical evidence that the lake was truly named after Radtke and not Rathke. 
There is evidence of families with both surnames that have lived/are living in the area.  
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Wisconsin Geographic Names Council 

GEOGRAPHIC NAME PROPOSAL RECOMMENDATION 

Proposed Geographic Name 

This is to notifY the Wisconsin Geographic Names Council that: 
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Recommends that the Wisconsin Geographic Names Council: 
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June 23, 2017 
 
 
Brenda J. Rusch 
Brenda J. Rusch Accounting Services, LLC 
PO Box 35 
Merrimac WI  53561 
 
 
 
 Subject: Spelling of Radtke (Rathke) Lake 
 
Dear Ms. Rusch: 
 
I received your letter asking how to correct the spelling of Radtke Lake in Washington County to Rathke Lake.  It 
is not uncommon for the Wisconsin Geographic Names Council to review proposals to correct the spelling an 
officially named feature.   
 
You will want to proceed by completing our Geographic Name Proposal form and submitting it me either by mail 
or as an email attachment.  I enclosed a copy of the form with this letter but it is also available on website 
(http://dnr.wi.gov/lakes/gnc/). Enter Rathke Lake as the recommended name, identify the location of the feature, 
and provide contact information for whomever should receive questions and correspondence regarding the 
request.  In this case, the letter you sent me can serve as the reason for the proposal and origin of correctly spelled 
name but you are welcome to provide additional description or evidence.  I will keep the copies of the letter, map, 
and records of the correct name of Mr. Carl Rathke to include with the official proposal. 
 
Our website contains information about our process, annual meeting time, and proposal deadlines 
(http://dnr.wi.gov/lakes/gnc/). If you have additional questions or concerns please feel free to contact me.  I can be 
reached at phone (608) 266-3476 and email david.winston@wisconsin.gov.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Dave E. Winston 

GIS Specialist/Cartographer – Water Quality Bureau/Water Division 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
Phone: (608) 266-3476 
Fax: (608) 267-2800 
david.winston@wisconsin.gov 
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