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Friends of the White River
Winter 2004 Issue #1


DNR Awards White 
River Protection Grant


Late last summer, the Wild Rivers Chapter of
Trout Unlimited was awarded a Wisconsin DNR
River Protection Grant for conservation planning
in the White River watershed—in particular, the
section of the watershed between Highway 63 on
the west and Highway 13 on the east. The grant
goals include:


 creating a White River Watershed Planning
Group comprising landowners and concerned
citizens along with representatives from
conservation organizations and local and tribal
governmental units;


 providing training and education to the
Planning Group in the areas of ecology, river
protection, leadership and organizational
development;


 developing a management plan for the White
River watershed that identifies critical issues and
opportunities affecting the watershed’s health;
and


 developing long-term educational outreach
within the White River watershed through training
sessions, newsletters, promotional literature, and
public presentations.


The grant provides funding for these projects,
with the ultimate goal of creating a permanent,
well-educated citizen-based organization that will
care for the health of the watershed. Work on the
grant began in fall 2003 and will continue
through the development of a management plan,
scheduled for completion in spring 2004. For
more information, contact Laurence Wiland at
(715) 278-3659 or lwiland@cheqnet.net.


The White River and its watershed are part of the larger Bad River Watershed,
which encompasses 675,000 acres of land in Bayfield, Ashland, and Iron


counties, draining the White, Marengo, Brunsweiler, and Potato rivers and Bear
Trap and Tyler Forks creeks—all the waters that flow into the Bad River and
then into Lake Superior. The Friends of the White River is a committee of the


Bad River Watershed Association, Inc. The mission of the Bad River Watershed
Association is to promote the healthy interconnection between the human and
natural communities of the watershed by involving all citizens in maintaining


the integrity of watershed systems for future generations.


Jan. 29 Meeting Will Focus on
White River Conservation Tools


Just about anybody familiar with the White River has a story
to tell about the waterway’s first-class trout fishery, exceptional
scenic beauty, or high water quality. Many landowners and users of
the White River also share a desire to preserve and even improve
the ecological health of the river and its watershed (see survey
results, page 3-4).


White River landowners, anglers, paddlers, and friends are
invited to share their ideas and opinions at a public meeting at
6:30 p.m. January 29, 2004 at the Northern Great Lakes Visitor
Center on Highway 2 just west of Ashland. The meeting’s purpose
will be to to discuss conservation tools and options that may be
used to protect and preserve the White River for future
generations.


On hand to make presentations will be Ruth Oppedahl,
executive director of the Bayfield Regional Conservancy, who will
talk about land trusts and other land protection tools. Diane
Daulton, director of the Ashland-Bayfield-Douglas-Iron County
Land Conservation Department, will discuss cost-share
conservation programs available to private landowners through her
organization. 


The meeting is made possible through a Wisconsin DNR River
Protection Grant given to the Wild Rivers chapter of Trout
Unlimited for conservation planning along the White River. For
more information, contact Laurence Wiland at (715) 278-3659 or
lwiland@cheqnet.net.
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White River Watershed


About the White River watershed


 The White River watershed drains a large area of Bayfield and Ashland counties and is scattered with
numerous lakes. Its headwaters are near Delta and it flows to the confluence of the Bad River near Odanah, on
the Bad River Indian Reservation.


 The Wisconsin DNR's White River Fishery Area spans several reaches of the upper White River, including the
South and West forks. This 2,400-acre area north of Drummond is managed for its fishery, wildlife and recreation
potential.


 The Wisconsin DNR also manages the 900-acre White River Wildlife Area in northern Ashland County, which
protects forest habitat and fisheries.


 The Porcupine Lakes Wilderness Area, also in the upper White River watershed, is managed by the U.S. Forest
Service and protects about 4,500 acres of roadless headwater streams, lakes, bogs and northern hardwood forest.


 The White River flows through the Bibon Swamp State Natural Area, a state-owned, 10,000-acre wetland
complex that provides critical habitat for fish, plants and wildlife.


 Most of the White River and its tributaries have been designated as high-quality Class I and Class II trout
waters.







Lack of jobs
Loss of scenic beauty
Increase in residential development
Lack of housing
Adverse effects of commercial activity
Motorized recreational usage
Runoff and erosion
Number of billboards and signs
Loss of farmland
Degradation of wildlife habitat
Spread of invasive species
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Landowner Survey Reveals Desire for Conservation
In an attempt to learn about the residents of the Bad River watershed, the Bad River Watershed Association in 2002 sent a survey to


2,918 landowners with Bad River watershed addresses, including those in Ashland, Bayfield and Iron counties as well as on the Bad River
Indian Reservation. A total of 199 surveys were returned, for a response rate of about seven percent. Of those who responded, 57 were from
landowners in the White River subwatershed. Following are the survey results of the White River watershed landowners:


3. How long have you or your family lived
or owned land in the watershed?


0-5 years 9%
6-10 years 9%
11-20 years 12%
21-30 years 12%
30 years or more 58%


4. What is your age?
26-35 13%
36-45 15%
46-55 26%
56-65 23%
66 and older 23%


5. What is your occupation?
Retired: 44%
Farmer/logger 21%
Other: 35%


6. Have you noticed a change in water
quality since you have lived in the Bad
River watershed?


Yes, for the better 4%
Yes, for the worse 27%
No 69%


7. What is the source of your drinking
water?


Private source (well) 89%
Public water provider 11%


8. If you own a residence, what kind of
water treatment facility do you have?


Private septic system 77%
Public sewer treatment 23%


9. What are your top reasons for owning
property in the area?


Primary residence 38%
General liking for area 14%
Peace and tranquility 12%
Fishing and hunting 9%
Cultural/family ties 8%
Observing wildlife/ nature 6%
Farming 6%
Job location 3%
Forestry 3%
Holding as investment 1%


10. Do you plan to sell or purchase land in
the watershed in the future?


No 57%
Yes 43%


11. What activities do you or other
members of your household enjoy in your
watershed?


Hiking/walking: 82%
Hunting: 81%
Fishing: 74%
Bird/wildlife watching: 72%
Sight-seeing + driving: 67%
Canoeing/kayaking: 49%
Swimming: 47%
Camping: 44%
Cross-country skiing: 39%
Snowmobiling: 23%
Wild rice collecting: 9%
Trapping: 7%


12.  Do you fish?
Yes: 81%
No: 19%


13. If you fish, in the length of time you
have fished in the Bad River watershed,
have you noticed a change in the number
of desirable species that you catch?


More desirable species 4%
Less desirable species 63%
Have not noticed a change 33%


1. How concerned are you about the following issues?


2. Do you foresee a change in the following within the next 20 years?


Population
Residential development
Available jobs
Number of farms
Size of farms
Logging
Tourism


Not Concerned A Little Concerned Concerned Very Concerned UnsureISSUE


10%
4%


20%
37%
8%
6%
4%
9%


27%
10%
4%


27%
16%
18%
24%
24%


17%


4%
22%
27%
14%
22%


27%


21%


29%
22%
35%
33%
24%
29%
29%
31%
34%


36%


51%


56%
29%
27%
49%
48%
39%


46%
31%
8%


0%


7%


0%
0%
2%
0%
0%
0%
2%
0%
0%


CHANGES Foresee Increase Foresee Decrease No Change


82%
96%
20%
0%


35%
26%
80%


12%
2%


9%
26%
42%
89%
35% 45%


11%
23%
48%


2%
6%


11%
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  I hope forest management will keep the area as close to what it is
today hopefully some better jobs that are year round instead of
seasonal.


  As pristine as it was when I first moved here.
  Hoping non-point pollution will be under control.  Especially


erosion from farming and logging.  Controlling sprawl by requiring
40 acres or more for building houses.  Economic development
decrease.  Organic farming increase.


  I would like to see our farm land use continue to be used wisely,
that herbicides and pesticides be used properly.  Fields of bountiful
crops free from infestation of weeds and disease, streams that are
free from excessive run off pollution.  Neat and clean homesteads
dotting our country side, villages that promote attractive yards free
from unnecessary accumulation of junk. Forests that are harvested
when timber is mature, that new growth may be replenishing our
forest so that all God's feathered and furry friends may have food to
eat and a place to hide.


  more interest in protecting the forest from diseases etc. and more
control over the harvest of the federal and county forest including
private lands.


  just as it is now or even quieter and more tranquil, fewer
motorized vehicles in woods and on trails


  better land planning; better zoning ordinances; I hope much
better ordinance administration; better use of our forests to meet
country wood needs; the forest service show some interest in local
citizen needs


  I would like to see all townships and county zoning to be
consistent--not special zoning for the money people and strict zoning
for the people that can't afford the lawyer


  Hopefully much the same as is now, lots of wood mixed with
open meadows and fields


  Haven for wildlife
  maintaining/ improvements of natural environments
  to maintain its environmental quality for the next generations 


  no worse than it is right now.  More like it was 30-50 years ago.
  Have better control of snowmobilers and four-wheelers.  Reduce


taxes.
  No billboards, clean air, clean water (safe)
  Like it was 20 years ago!!
  Same or better than now, but who likes change?  Unless it truly is


for the better.  We all seek stability and productivity to some extent.
  If you can confine motorize recreation to amusement parks, our


forests and waters and wildlife will not exist if they continue this
abuse.  We also need some one to over ride the zoning commission,
the talk a good story but do a very poor job.  Unless these things are
addressed in the very near future you can forget about the water
shed association there will be nothing in the next 20 years


  As it is now- or as it was 30 years ago.
  No increase in population no further housing or development in


river frontage- decrease in snowmobile and atv activity elimination
of jet skiing- decrease in spread of exotic species sound logging
practice, e.g. in causing erosion


  Prospering - growing but not too fast!
  end pulp industry and manage forest towards diversity/ grow


hemp
  less tourism and people
  to remain wild
  no more degradation of land
  improved trails for hiking and biking, too many ATV trails
  everyone will have better jobs, nature will be healthy, our land


will be safe and stay that way with peace over all
  fewer people
  an increase in land available for public use (less no trespassing


signs)
  I would like to see rivers and lakes not developed
  I came here for the low population density.  I hope it stays the


same.


One of the most revealing questions on the landowner survey asked the open-ended question “What do you hope this
area will be like in 20 years?” Here is a sample of those responses:


Friends of the White River
a program of the
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April 17 Meeting Seeks Final Input on Watershed Plan
A public meeting April 17 will


offer those interested in the White
River a chance to examine or con-
tribute input to the White River water-
shed management plan currently being
produced on behalf of the Friends of
the White River.


The meeting will be held from
10:00 a.m. until noon at the Northern
Great Lakes Visitor Center on Highway
2 east of Ashland.


Development of the plan, along
with a series of public meetings earlier
this year, has been made possible
through a Wisconsin DNR River Pro-
tection grant awarded last year to the
local Wild Rivers chapter of Trout Un-
limited and in support of the Friends of
the White River. The plan focuses on
the “middle segment” of the White
RIver watershed—that area of the wa-
tershed bounded by Highway 63 on
the west and Highway 13 on the east.


The management plan identifies
the landscape characteristics of the wa-
tershed, outlines the goals and objec-
tives of the Friends of the White River
group, and suggests specific activities
that might be taken to achieve these
goals. The plan is not a legal or en-
forceable document, but rather a sug-
gested set of guidelines and activities
that private landowners might use to
help translate their concerns about the
White River into actions. In addition,
the plan will aid the Friends group in
the developing future projects and ap-
plying for grant funding.  


Likewise, the Friends of the White


River not a government organization,
but is composed entirely of White
River landowners and river users who
began meeting informally a couple of
years ago to discuss specific actions
that might be taken to preserve the
ecological health and scenic beauty of
this middle segment of the river cor-
ridor. 


In order to bolster their resources,
the Friends group last year approached
the Bad River Watershed Association, a
volunteer, nonprofit organization
formed in 2002 that works to promote
the ecological health of the Bad River
watershed—which includes the water-
shed of the White River, among several


other rivers. The Friends group pro-
posed becoming part of the BRWA; the
BRWA board of directors agreed and
last year established the Friends of the
White River as a permanent com-
mittee.


Membership in the Friends of the
White River is open to any interested
citizen. Membership in the Bad River
Watershed Association is automatically
extended to all residents and
landowners of the Bad River water-
shed.


Consider attending the April 17
meeting to learn more or to add your
ideas to the future management of the
White River watershed.


The White River and its watershed are part of the larger Bad River Watershed, which en-
compasses 675,000 acres of land in Bayfield, Ashland, and Iron counties, draining the


White, Marengo, Brunsweiler, and Potato rivers and Bear Trap and Tyler Forks creeks—
all the waters that flow into the Bad River and then into Lake Superior. The Friends of


the White River is a committee of the Bad River Watershed Association, Inc. The mission
of the Bad River Watershed Association is to promote the healthy interconnection


between the human and natural communities of the watershed by involving all citizens
in maintaining the integrity of watershed systems for future generations.


The  White  River  Watershed
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White River Watershed Management Plan Highlights
The White River watershed manage-


ment plan, currently under development,
seeks to develop a vision for the White
River watershed and outline strategies that
might lead to the fulfillment of that vision.


The draft plan is open to public review
and input at an open meeting of the
Friends of the White River from 10:00 a.m.
until noon on Saturday, April 17 at the
Northern Great Lakes Visitor Center.


The plan features background infor-
mation on the White River watershed, in-
cluding an outline of significant natural fea-
tures, landscape characteristics, cultural
history, current land use, development
trends and a community profile.


In addition, the plan summarizes the


results of a variety of regional surveys done
over the past several years that have gath-
ered landowners’ and residents’ opinions
on the current condition of the area and
hopes for the future. 


The plan focuses on the “middle
segment” of the White River watershed—
that area bounded on the west by Highway
63 and on the east by Highway 13. 


As a navigable waterway, the White
River itself is considered a resource that is
owned by and available to all citizens of
the state of Wisconsin. The segments of the
White River watershed above and below
this “middle segment” comprise a patch-
work of federal, state and tribal land that


Goal: To protect and preserve the White
River between Highway 63 (Bayfield
County) and Highway 13 (Ashland
County) as a natural corridor for future
generations to enjoy.


Objective #1: Research and main-
tain or improve water quality.


Status/Opportunities: The Bad
River Watershed Association, of
which the Friends of the White River
is a part, currently conducts water-
quality testing at various locations
around the Bad River watershed. The
program might be expanded to in-
cluding testing sites on the middle
segment of the White River. Informa-
tion gathered from this testing can es-
tablish a baseline of ecological health
for that stretch of river, and from
there projects might be designed to
maintain or improve the water quality.


Objective #2: Research and main-
tain or improve fishery.


Status/Opportunities: A great deal of
research has been conducted in the
upper part of the White River water-
shed through the Bibon Swamp.
However, almost no fishery studies
have been done for the stretch of the


river between Hwys 63 and 13. In co-
operation with Trout Unlimited, the
Wisconsin DNR, and other organiza-
tions, the Friends of the White River
might seek funding to support basic
research on the status and health of
the fishery in this river segment.


Objective #3: Provide walk-in
public access to the river.


Status/Opportunities: Between the
Maple Ridge Road river crossing near
Highway 63 and the boat landing at
the White River Flowage on Highway
112, boaters or anglers cannot legally
set foot on the shore of the White
River, a situation that currently limits
public use of this lengthy river
segment. A landowner in the Town of
Kelly has expressed interest in estab-
lishing a public easement on their land
that would allow river users to walk
to and from the river, and along a
small segment of the river shoreline.


Objective #4: Encourage ecological
preservation/restoration in order to
protect the scenic beauty and eco-
logical health of the river corridor.


Status/Opportunity: Private
landowners who want to preserve


their land’s natural beauty and ecolog-
ical health have various options and
tools at their disposal. Some
landowners may wish to sell or donate
land or easements to land-trust organ-
izations. Other landowners may
explore using conservation easements
to protect their land’s beauty and eco-
logical health while they retain owner-
ship and control of their land. Two
landowners in the Town of Kelly have
expressed interest in selling some of
their land to an entity that would
provide that sort of protection. The
Friends of the White River group is
investigating grants and other funding
sources to enable purchase of that
land, and a regional private land trust,
the Bayfield Regional Conservancy,
has expressed interest in holding title
to the land. The Friends group and
BRC also may work to educate other
White River landowners who are in-
terested in learning about easement.
In addition, the Ashland-Bayfield-
Douglas-Iron County Land Conserva-
tion Department and the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service have ex-
pressed interest in working with
White River landowners who want to
explore land conservation options
available through county and federal
government programs.


WHITE RIVER WATERSHED MANAGEMENT PLAN DRAFT GOALS AND OBJECTIVES


continued on page 3
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enjoy a level of study, scrutiny and eco-
logical protection not available to
private land.


By contrast, the “middle segment”
of the watershed is composed of en-
tirely privately owned land, where eco-
logical protection depends on county
and township land-use plans, zoning
ordinances, and the awareness and
action of private landowners.


Currently, most land parcels in wa-
tershed’s middle segment are large and
are owned by relatively few


landowners, and the river corridor has
retained a high level of ecological
quality and a distinct wilderness char-
acter. However, regional land prices are
escalating, the demand for riverfront
property is rising, and land-parcel sub-
division and development are rapidly
moving northward. White River
landowners are facing increasing pres-
sure to subdivide or sell their land. The
well-documented history of Wisconsin
lakeshore development trends shows
that shoreland subdivision leads to in-


creased development, which is often
accompanied by a degradation of
scenic beauty and ecological health. 


Facing this possible future sce-
nario, a group of watershed landowners
calling themselves the Friends of the
White River began to discuss more de-
liberate ways to preserve this middle
section of the river’s exceptional quality
for future generations. 


The management plan outlines
this goal and includes various activities
that might be taken to achieve it. 


Management Plan Highlights
continued from page 2


A 2002 survey of landowners by
the Bad River Watershed Association
revealed that within the White River
watershed, nearly 60 percent of re-
spondents have lived on or owned land
there for more than 30 years. 


That’s a remarkable number, con-
sidering the highly mobile nature of our
society. But it bodes well for the land,
because people who live on a piece of
land for many years—or many genera-
tions—tend to know that land well, un-
derstand its characteristics and unique
features, and provide good stewardship
to it. 


Many landowners who develop
close ties to their land also care deeply
about its future. Land trusts offer tools
with which landowners can design and
guarantee long-term protection strate-
gies for the land they love.


The land trust movement is one of
the fastest growing conservation move-
ments in the country. Currently there
are more than 1,200 local and regional
land trusts nationwide, protecting more
than 20 million acres in all 50 states. In
Wisconsin there are more than 50 local,
regional and statewide land trusts that
collectively protect about 100,000
acres. 


Land trusts are not “trusts” in the
legal sense, and may also be called
“conservancies,” “foundations,” or
other names. They are distinguished by


their first-hand involvement in land
transactions or management.


This involvement can take many
forms. Some land trusts purchase or
accept donations of land or of conser-
vation easements. Some manage land
owned by others or advise landowners
on how to preserve their land. Some
land trusts help negotiate conservation
transactions in which they play no other
role. They may work with other non-
profit organizations and sometimes
with developers. A land trust may do
one, several or all of these things, but its
focus is meeting a landowner’s conser-
vation and financial needs. 


Advantages of Land Trusts
Land trusts have many advantages


as a vehicle for protecting land. As
private organizations, land trusts can be
more flexible and creative and can gen-
erally act more quickly than govern-
ment agencies, since they are not re-
strained by politics and procedures.
They are able to negotiate with
landowners discreetly, confidentially
and quickly.


A land trust’s nonprofit status
brings a variety of tax benefits. Dona-
tions of land or easements to land trusts
may  provide the donor with various tax
savings. Properly structured land trusts
are exempt from federal and state
income taxes, and sometimes from


local property and real estate transfer
taxes as well. Nonprofit status is also an
advantage in raising funds from a
variety of sources. 


Conservation Easements
Most landowners are interested in


retaining ownership of their land, but
would like to see it protected in some
way after they are gone. In this case, a
conservation easement is the best tool.


A conservation easement is a legal
agreement between a landowner and a
private land trust or government agency
that permanently limits uses of the land
in order to protect its conservation
values. 


Conservation easements are cus-
tomized to each property. A land trust
will work closely with the landowner to
draft a document that reflects the
landowner’s vision for the future of the
property. The landowner decides what
to protect the land for, and what to
protect it against. Many easements have
restrictions on sub-division or addi-
tional residential units, while other
easements retain building sites where
they do not impair the land’s conserva-
tion values.


The creation of conservation ease-
ments offers a landowner many bene-
fits:


Land Trusts Provide Flexible Conservation Tool


continued on page 4
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Friends of the White River
a program of the


Great flexibility: the landowner
decides what to protect and how best
to protect it.


Continued ownership: conserva-
tion easements allow landowners to


continue to own and use their land and
sell it or pass it on to their heirs.


Continued protection: future
owners of the land are bound to all the
terms of the easement. The land trust is


responsible for enforcing these terms.
Financial benefit: Landowners


may realize a number of financial ben-
efits by placing land in conservation
easements.


Land Trusts
continued from page 3


Land Trust Resources
The Bayfield Regional Conservancy was named Wisconsin’s Land


Trust of the Year for 2003. Headquartered in Bayfield, Wis., BRC works
regionally throughout Bayfield, Ashland, Douglas and Sawyer Counties. 


The BRC has worked to educate and advise Friends of the White River
on land conservation issues, and also is available  to any White River wa-
tershed landowner  interested in learning more about land trust conser-
vation options for their land.


Contact BRC at (715) 779-5263 or on the web at www.brland.org.


Incorporated in 1994, Gathering Waters Conservancy is a Wisconsin
statewide organization dedicated to educating the public and landowners
about conservation options for private land.


Contact GWC at (608) 251-9131 or on the web at www.gathering-
waters.org
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Doyle Administration Takes Interest in White River Protection
Through the efforts of the Friends of the White River


and support of Rep. Gary Sherman, the message of con-
servation in the White River watershed reached the ears
of Wisconsin Gov. Jim Doyle.


The governor responded by including a stop at the
White River on his summer itinerary. On Aug. 24, Doyle,
along with members of his cabinet and Rep. Gary
Sherman and Sen. Robert Jauch, spoke to a gathering of
about 50 people on the banks of the White River south
of Mason. Doyle stressed the  importance of environ-
mental conservation, and officially announced the state’s
proposal to expand the White River Fishery Area in
Ashland and Bayfield counties by 7,000 acres. 


This proposed expansion would allow the state to
purchase title or easements, from willing landowners, of
land along the White River and some tributaries, essen-
tially in the watershed corridor between Hwy 63 in Bay-
field County and Hwy 13 in Ashland County. 


Doyle said that the expansion would ensure that the
White River remains undeveloped and open to the public for
future generations, confirming the efforts and priorities of
many landowners and other interested citizen members of
the Friends of the White River. 


The decision on whether to grant the state the authority
to make such land purchases rests with the state Natural Re-
sources Board, which will take up the issue at its October 26-
27 meeting in Cable, Wis. If the proposal is approved, land
purchases along the White would likely be made from the
state’s Stewardship Fund. State purchases would be sought
from willing landowners only.


Doyle said that the Stewardship Fund, whose purpose is
to keep land in a natural state, is “one of the most important
tools we have to protect the environment in Wisconsin.”


Doyle noted that during his time in office, his adminis-
tration has used $45 million in Stewardship Fund resources
to protect more than 25,000 acres of land. 


Flanked by Tourism Secretary Jim Holperin and DNR
Secretary Scott Hassett, Doyle stressed that protecting the
state’s environmental resources has significant economic
repercussions because so many people visit and travel
through Wisconsin to see its natural areas. 


For more information on the state’s proposal and its
effect on the White River, turn to pages 2 and 3 of this
newsletter.


The White River and its watershed are part of the larger Bad River Watershed, which en-
compasses 675,000 acres of land in Bayfield, Ashland, and Iron counties, draining the


White, Marengo, Brunsweiler, and Potato rivers and Bear Trap and Tyler Forks creeks—
all the waters that flow into the Bad River and then into Lake Superior. The Friends of


the White River is a committee of the Bad River Watershed Association, Inc. The mission
of the Bad River Watershed Association is to promote the healthy interconnection


between the human and natural communities of the watershed by involving all citizens
in maintaining the integrity of watershed systems for future generations.
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The Friends of the White River’s Myron Anderson, far right,
speaks of the importance of protecting land along the river.
Listening are, from left: State Tourism Secretary Jim Holperin,
DNR Secretary Scott Hassett, Sen. Robert Jauch, Rep. Gary
Sherman, Governor Jim Doyle, and his wife Jessica Doyle.
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Governor Jim Doyle, left, speaks with State Rep. Gary Sherman, center,
and Friends of the White River’s Myron Anderson.
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Wisconsin DNR Details its White River Proposal
With the support of the Friends of the


White River, the State of Wisconsin has moved
forward with its proposal to create a “state ac-
quisition zone” along the White River. This
zone would include the river corridor area
connecting the Bibon Swamp State Natural
Area on the west and the state-owned White
River Wildlife Area (just east of Hwy 13 in
Ashland County) to the east. The project is
being referred to as the “Proposed White
River Fishery Area Expansion.”


The proposed designation would allow
the state to acquire, from willing landowners,
a quarter-mile-wide strip of riverfront land
along the White River in what is now currently
a privately-owned block of land. The targeted
corridor would total about 6,500 acres; in ad-
dition, the state would be able to purchase an
additional 500 acres in strategic areas away
from the main branch of the river, perhaps
along tributaries, to help control erosion or
preserve some significant natural feature or
value. Finally, the proposal would allow the
state to purchase conservation easements on
500 more acres in the watershed.


DNR officials have stressed that if the
proposal is accepted, the DNR would ap-
proach only those landowners willing to sell to
the state. Those wanting to keep their land in
private ownership, or pursue some other sort
of conservation option, would be left alone.


The DNR currently is circulating a draft
feasibility study of the project and is accepting
written comment until Sept. 27, 2004. In the
next step in the process, the proposal will
come before the state Natural Resources
Board at its meeting on Oct. 27, 2004 for the
board’s consideration and approval or denial. 


White River Fisheries Area Expansion Project
Fact Sheet


What is the purpose of the project? 
The White River watershed is knows as one of the finest brown
trout fisheries in the Midwest. Brook trout also can be found in the
watershed. The  river has been identified in the DNR’s Land Legacy
Report and the Northern Rivers Initiative as a high quality stream.
This project is aimed at protecting the river corridor and the high
quality watershed to the river.


Who will manage the expanded White River Fisheries Area?
As a state-approved project, the DNR will have overall manage-
ment authority on the project. However in the future, the state
expects that citizen groups such as Trout Unlimited, local
landowners and the Friends of the White River will play significant
roles in advising and participating with the DNR in overall man-
agement efforts on the river.


Who requested this proposal? 
State Rep. Gary Sherman, local landowners and groups such as the
Friends of the White River and Trout Unlimited requested the
DNR to propose the project. In August, Gov. Jim Doyle requested
the DNR to complete a feasibility study for the project and present
the results to the state Natural Resources Board in October.


What is the process for the DNR to acquire land and ease-
ments? 
The DNR only purchases land and property easements from willing
landowners. Landowners in the project area may by contacted by
the DNR seeking their interest in selling land or property rights,
but it is entirely up to the individual property owner whether to
enter into negotiations.


If the project expansion is approved, what will happen? 
It will be a long-term process to reach the full acreage goals of this
project. Since the DNR only negotiates with willing property
owners, it will likely take many years to achieve the overall project
goal of 7,549 acres. In addition, in any given year, the DNR has
limited funds for property acquisitions statewide. As a result, land
acquisition priorities elsewhere in the state may affect the pace of
the project on the White River. 


What is the timetable for possible approval of this project? 
Following a Sept. 11, 2004 public meeting on this project proposal,
a two-week comment period was held. After this comment period
closes, the DNR will finalize the draft Feasibility Study for this
project and prepare the results for the Natural Resources Board at
its October 2004 meeting.
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A crowd of about 35 people
gathered in Ashland on Saturday,
Sept. 11 to hear representatives from
the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources outline the proposed
White River Fisheries Area Expansion
Project. 


During the first hour, attendees
gathered for one-on-one discussion
with DNR fisheries, planning and real
estate experts. A more formal presen-
tation followed; Bill Heart, president
of the local chapter of Trout Unlim-
ited, outlined the past years’ efforts of
TU, Friends of the White River, and
others to protect and preserve the
White.


Dan Schuller, the DNR Northern
Region Land Services Specialist, then
explained the details of the project
proposal, stressing that “this is not
principally a public recreation project,
but is rather a resource protection
project.”


DNR Fisheries Biologist Scott
Toshner then added that the project
would allow more formal study of the


White River fishery in an area of the
river for which there currently is very
little data. 


“There is a real gap in data for this
stretch regarding the movement of
brown trout and the role of northern
pike, among other things,” he said.
“Although I don’t have the data, I have
a strong feeling that preserving and
protecting this area will help the entire


river system.”
Toshner added that if the pro-


posal is accepted, he would be able
to compete for state funding to begin
fishery studies on this stretch of the
White River between the Bibon
Swamp State Natural Area and the
White River Wildlife Area—a length
of about 20 river miles. “I think that
because of the unique features of this
stretch of river, we’d do well in se-
curing research funding,” he said.


At this point, there are two re-
maining opportunities for citizen
input to the proposal. First, the DNR
will accept written comments on the
proposal by Sept. 27. Those com-
ments may be mailed to Dave


Daniels, 107 Sutliff Ave, Rhinelander
WI 54501 or send via email to
David.Daniels@dnr.state.wi.us.


The proposal will be considered
by the state Natural Resource Board at
its Oct. 27, 2004 meeting at Lake-
woods Resort in Cable, WI. Public
input may be given at that meeting as
well (see story below).


Public meeting in Ashland draws interested citizens


The Natural Resources Board
will meet in Cable at the Lake-
woods Resort on Wednesday, Oct.
27, 2004. The meeting will begin
at 8:30 a.m. with the normally
scheduled public comment session
being at 1:00 p.m. 


Those wishing to speak at that
session need to call Amy J. Lem-
berger, Executive Staff Assistant to
the NR Board, no later than 4:30
p.m. on Friday, Oct. 22. 


The meeting agenda will be
available two weeks prior to the
meeting at this website:
http://dnr.wi.gov/org/nrboard/. 


In addition, the Board will
offer a special listening session
from 4:30–6:30 p.m. on Tuesday,


Oct. 26. This
will be an in-
formal setting
and not
require the
usual pre-reg-
istration the
Friday before.
T h o s e
wanting to
make a state-
ment will be
able to  sign
an appearance
slip during the
session. A time limit may be
imposed on each speaker to accom-
modate as many as possible during
the two hour time period.  


Lakewoods Resort is located
on County Hwy M about eight
miles east of State Hwy 63 in
Cable.


Your state Natural Resources Board. Pictured from left to right:
Steve Willett, Howard (Dan) Poulson, Christine Thomas, Gerald
O'Brien, Scott Hassett, Herb Behnke, Jonathan Ela and John
(Duke) Welter. The NRB sets policy for the Department of
Natural Resources.


Public Input Welcome at N.R. Board Meeting Oct. 26-27
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Friends of the White River
a program of the


If the DNR’s proposed White River Fisheries Area
Expansion Project becomes a reality, that means it’s likely
the state will at some point purchase land along the
White River from private landowners. A common worry
when private land becomes public is: what will happen
to the town’s tax base?


The answer is: pretty much nothing.
When the Department of Natural Resources ac-


quires land for public use, the DNR makes payments for
property taxes at the same level as any other property
owner. Land purchased by the DNR is removed from the
tax roll, but to compensate for the tax base loss, each
taxing jurisdiction (town, village, school, etc.) receives an
aid payment equivalent to property taxes. 


According to state statute 70.114, the DNR pays
“aids-in-lieu-of-taxes” equal to property taxes that would
have been paid had the land remained in private owner-
ship. This statute has applied to land acquired by the
DNR since Jan. 1, 1992.


Here’s how the program works:
   The DNR purchases a parcel of land. At the end of


the year following purchase, regular property taxes are
paid. The seller pays a prorated share for the months
they owned the parcel and the DNR pays the balance.


   In January of each subsequent year, the DNR makes
an aid payment which is equivalent to or greater than the
amount of property tax that would be due if the land
were still in private ownership.


   In order to make aid calculations, the purchase price
paid by the DNR is substituted for the estimated fair
market value as shown on the property tax bill that was
due the year of the purchase.


   This means that the value used to calculate the DNR’s
aid payment is guaranteed to be at least as high as the es-
timated fair market value established by local assess-
ment.


   Each year the purchase price is adjusted to reflect the
change in values in the taxation district where the land is
located. This adjustment is based on the change in the
equalized value of the taxation district. For example, if
the value of the taxation district goes up 10 percent, the
value of the DNR land is adjusted up 10 percent. 


   Each year the adjusted purchase price is multiplied
by the taxation district’s level of assessment to determine
a current substitute “assessed value.” This value has been
adjusted for changes in land value since the year of the
purchase and for changes in the level of assessment in
the taxation district.


   In January, the DNR sends each taxation district an
aid payment. The amount of the payment is calculated
just like a tax payment; the DNR multiplies the current
mill rate for each taxation district by the adjusted “as-
sessed value” of the DNR land within the district.


   On or before Feb. 15, the taxation district treasurer
pays the appropriate share of the aid payment to each
taxing jurisdiction.


Public land and property taxes: what’s the effect?
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In the early part
of 2004, with support
of a Wisconsin DNR
River Planning Grant,
the Wild Rivers
Chapter of Trout Un-
limited set out to
gather citizen input and
come up with a plan
that would outline how
best to protect, pre-
serve, and restore the
extraordinary natural
resources of the White
River. 


In particular, the
plan focused on the
“middle segment” of
the White, a portion of
river roughly bordered
by Highway 63 to the
west and Highway 13
to the east.


Almost all the river corridor in this segment is in private
ownership. By contrast, both above and below this middle
segment, the White River and its watershed enjoys the protec-
tion of a patchwork ownership including federal, state and
tribal land.


The White River Watershed Management plan, com-
pleted in spring 2004, was intended to serve as a guide and re-
source for White River private landowners who were inter-
ested in river preservation in general, and in conservation
options for their land in particular.


The plan identified four objectives considered most im-
portant to protecting and preserving the stretch of the White
River between Hwy. 63 and Hwy. 13 as a natural corridor for
future generations to enjoy:


1.  Research and maintain or improve water quality.


2.  Research and maintain or improve the fishery.


3.  Provide limited public access to the river.


4.  Encourage ecological preservation and restoration in
order to protect the scenic beauty and ecological health
of the river corridor.


In the 18 months since the plan’s publication, a great deal
has happened in the White River watershed in support of these


goals.
In fall 2004, the


state  Natural Re-
sources Board unani-
mously approved the
proposed expansion of
the White River
Fishery Expansion
project This decision
allows the state to
acquire property or
easements along the
White River between
the Bibon Swamp
Natural Area in Bay-
field County and the
White River Wildlife
Area in Ashland
County—that is, the
stretch of river tar-
geted by the manage-
ment plan.


The DNR board’s
decision now allows the Department of Natural Resources to
purchase land or conservation easements from willing
landowners along a 15-mile stretch of the White River and
many of its tributaries. Land or easements acquired in this way
by the state would be managed for maximum natural resource
values.


The White River Watershed Management Plan is being
monitored by a volunteer group formed in 2005 called the
White River Citizen Involvement Committee. This com-
mittee serves as an information resource for White River
landowners and river users, as an advocate for the protection
and preservation of the White River, and as an advisory group
to the Wisconsin DNR regarding the management of any state-
acquired land in the newly expanded White River Fisheries
Area segment of the watershed.


The state’s decision to provide conservation options to
White River landowners is just one of the past year’s successes
that the White River Citizen Involvement Committee is pleased
to report in this newsletter. This publication features additional
land conservation stories, news about fisheries research, and
an update on water quality testing. 


Also included here is a post card that White River
landowners can return to the White River Citizen Involvement
Committee to request more information about conservation
options on their land.


Progress Made on White River Management Plan


A river’s eye view of the middle section of the White River. Those who
have paddled or fished this section of the river will recognize areas of
eroding clay banks, pictured above, which likely degrade the fishery


and water quality of the river.  
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Water-Quality Testing Continues on the White River
In the winter of 2003, a


small group of volunteers met
in the chemistry lab at the
Mellen School to take on an
ambitious project-to collect in-
formation on water chemistry
throughout the entire Bad
River watershed. The project,
called the Bad River Water-
shed Monitoring Plan, started
with four water-chemistry
testing sites on the Marengo
River, and in less than three
years has grown to include 17
testing sites, five of which are
located on the White River or
White River tributaries. 


The plan is coordinated by the Bad
River Watershed Association, a nonprofit
group of citizen volunteers who work to
protect and promote the health of the Bad
River watershed. In addition to regularly
testing water chemistry, BRWA volunteers
collect macroinvertebrates twice a year at
18 sites around the greater watershed, in-
cluding five sites on the White River. The
presence or absence of different types of
these tiny aquatic organisms serves as a bi-
ological indicator of water quality and
ecosystem health.


Testing water quality in one spot on
one occasion gives only a small and incom-
plete snapshot of aquatic health. That's
why this BRWA project aims to establish a
database of at least four years' worth of
sample collections and results. From this
baseline data, a clearer picture will emerge
of the overall health of the watershed-
current trouble spots can be identified
with some certainty, and the possible
water-quality effects of future land-use de-
cisions in the watershed will be easier to
detect.


WATER CHEMISTRY SAMPLING
The White River watershed is part of


the larger Bad River watershed, as the
White flows into the Bad River at Odanah.
Water-chemistry testing sites on the White
(and its tributaries) have been established
at White River crossings at Pike River
Road, North Sweden Road and Bibon
Road; on Twentymile Creek at Camp 8
Road; and on Schramm Creek at Vranes
Road. 


The chemistry testing kids
volunteers use allow measure-
ments of water temperature,
pH, dissolved oxygen, phos-
phate, nitrate and turbidity. Vol-
unteers also make notes of other
physical characteristics at their
testing sites, such as presence of
vegetation, signs of erosion, and
so on. To date, data has been gathered
monthly for a year or two at these White
River watershed sites. 


Volunteers undergo training with the
chemistry kits and guidance for correct
sampling at their sampling locations.
Quality control check workshops are held
annually to ensure that volunteers are
using correct techniques and getting valid
data. A technical advisor collects data reg-
ularly and enters it into the database. 


MACROINVERTEBRATE SAMPLING
Biological monitoring using macroin-


vertebrates indicates water quality based
on what organisms (insect larvae, aquatic
worms, snails, leeches, crayfish) are living
in the stream.  As most of these animals


spend a large part of their life cycle in the
water, macroinvertebrates can give a
longer-term feel for water quality. For
example, some macroinvertebrates
cannot tolerate any pollution while others
are more adaptable to it. 


Of the 18 testing sites throughout the
Bad River watershed, eight are located on
the White River or on White River tribu-
taries. With the equipment and facilities
support of the Inland Sea Society and
Northland College, volunteers gather and
identify macroinvertebrates taken at each
site. The frequency of certain groups of or-
ganisms yields a water-quality "score" at
the site. The last three samplings at the
White River watershed sites revealed en-
couraging results (see chart).  


Bad River Watershed Association volun-
teers conducting macroinvertebrate


sampling (above) and water-chemistry
testing (at right).
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For the past several years, DNR Fisheries Biologist Scott Toshner
has studied the White River fishery from the Bibon Swamp upstream,
adding his data to many prior decades of fisheries research on the
White. But as with state fisheries biologists before him, Toshner’s juris-
diction ended at the Bibon Road bridge; most of the 15-mile-long
stretch of the White River between this spot and the river crossing at
Highway 13 in Ashland County had never been studied by the DNR.


A new page in White River fishery research was turned in late Sep-
tember of this year, however. The state of Wisconsin’s decision in 2004
to expand the White River Fishery area to include  the middle portion
of the White River brought Toshner and other DNR fisheries managers
the unique opportunity to begin work in the only section of the river
they had not yet studied.


On Sept. 29, a DNR crew spent the day on this middle section of
the river electroshocking fish. From a specially designed boat, the re-
searchers applied a controlled amount of electric current to the water,
momentarily stunning nearby fish and allowing researchers to scoop
them up in a net, count them, and record other data before releasing
the fish back to the river.


The electroshocking technique does not physically reveal every
single fish in the river. However, researchers estimate how efficient
they are at catching fish in the study segments, and from that estimation
can then make an educated guess as to the overall population of various
fish species in the river.


The DNR researchers shocked fish in three two-mile-long sta-
tions that had earlier been marked along the river. Each station was
divided into two one-mile segments—in the first segment, researchers
caught and counted every fish they could net; in the second segment,
only game fish were caught and counted. 


The only game fish found was brown trout, and in declining
numbers as the crew worked its way down to the White River flowage
at Highway 112 (see map and chart). Toshner noted a correlation
between rising water temperatures and fewer brown trout as they pro-
gressed downstream.


First  Population  Study  Begun  on  Middle  White  River  Fishery


Electroshocking on the White River.


Nongame species included shorthead redhorse,
white suckers, common shiners, longnose dace, mottled
sculpin and trout perch.


“Frankly, I was expecting more species diversity, but
we didn’t see that,” said Toshner. “However, I do feel we
got a good representative sample.”


Toshner did note that the absence of northern pike in
the survey was a bit of a surprise. Pike prey on brown
trout, and anglers who feel that brown trout populations
are declining on the White River often point to pike as one
reason. 


“With what we found, I don’t see pike as a significant
factor in controlling browns,” said Toshner, though he
noted that it’s difficult to draw overall conclusions from
just one set of data. 


“I would like to do this again in the spring
and see what we would turn up then,” he said.
“But based on this and other data from else-
where in the river, if you asked me if the brown
trout fishery on the White River was in peril, I’d
say no.” 


Station 1


Station 2


Station 3
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Thinking beyond their own lifetimes,
Ashland County residents Kathy Logan and
Warren Kehn this summer became the first
private landowners along the White River to
establish a permanent conservation easement
on their riverfront land. 


A conservation easement is a legal
agreement between a landowner and a qual-
ified conservation organization or govern-
ment agency that permanently limits a prop-
erty’s uses in order to protect its conserva-
tion values. 


Logan and Kehn have lived in the
Chequamegon Bay area for 35 years; in 1988
they bought and moved to a parcel of land in
the Town of Gingles on the White River. They
acquired adjoining land, ultimately ending up
with 58 wooded acres through which the
White River flows. There, they designed and
built their own house, a stable for Kathy’s
four ponies, a woodworking shop for Warren,
and a log sauna. 


But not long after they were settled, the couple began to
wonder about the future of the land when they were gone. Both
had grown up on farms and had owned horses, Kathy in Min-
nesota and Warren in South Dakota. Both loved the outdoors and
worried that the land they were preserving as wilderness might
someday be spoiled by development. 


In early 2004 they ended up in contact with the Bayfield Re-
gional Conservancy, a private, nonprofit land trust headquartered
in Bayfield that works with landowners around northwest Wis-
consin who are interested in protecting the natural resource
value of their land for future generations. They met with BRC Di-
rector Ruth Oppedahl, and subsequently arranged a field trip on
their land for the BRC Land Projects Committee.


Part of the Committee’s written
report describes the land: “From the ridge
at the NE corner of the property you can
look south over the White River and see no
signs of humans. This is a wild and scenic
stretch of the river. Wildflowers in bloom
on our site visit May 26, [2004] included
Spring Beauty, Toothwart, Bishop’s Cap,
Large-flowered trillium, Bellwort.” Feeling
that the property was a prime candidate for
a conservation easement, the BRC com-
mittee gave the go-ahead to the project. 


Bill Bussey, Chairman of the Land Pro-
jects Committee and attorney for the BRC,
drew up the necessary legal documents in
consultation with Kathy and Warren, and
on June 15, 2005, the conservation ease-
ment went into effect. The land now is pro-
tected by a permanent easement that re-
stricts logging and development in order to
minimize erosion, protects habitat for


wildlife, and maintains other conservation values. According to
BRC Director Ruth Oppedahl, this is the first such easement on
the White River. 


Simply establishing the easement is not the end of the story,
however. The Bayfield Regional Conservancy will monitor com-
pliance with the easement, sending volunteer monitors to the
property at least once a year. Should future owners of the prop-
erty fail to honor the terms of the agreement, BRC maintains a
fund that can be used to support legal action to enforce the ease-
ment. In addition to donating the easement, Warren and Kathy
also donated $3,000 to this fund as another way of ensuring that
their love for the unspoiled beauty of the White River will outlive
them. 


“It amazes me that someone feels so strongly about the
future of their land that they will not only donate an
easement, but also donate money into an endowment
to protect that easement,” said BRC Director Ruth
Oppedahl. “It's a landowner's land ethic come alive.”


Kathy Logan and Warren Kehn on the
White River land that they love.


Ashland County Couple Donates First White River Easement


Warren Kehn & 
Katherine Logan


58.8 acres
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On a regular basis for the past several
years, Bayfield County dairy farmer Harvey
Carlson has gotten the same letter in the
mail: “Dear Harvey,” it begins. “I am writing
to you in regards to your Bayfield County
property. I am an acquisitions agent respon-
sible for purchasing property in northern Wis-
consin for future development. My company
is possibly interested in purchasing some or
all of your White River property....”


Carlson and his sister-in-law own
about 1100 acres of land in the White River
watershed, including several stretches of
riverfront, in the towns of Kelly (Bayfield
County) and White River (Ashland
County). The family holdings began with a
60-acre homestead parcel that Harvey’s
grandparents, Swedish immigrants Charles and Augusta Carlson,
secured in 1898. 


Over the years and through the generations, the family
added to that total through purchases at county land sales, from
neighbors and from the power company. Carlson keeps about
500 acres in agricultural production; much of the remaining
acreage is heavily forested with mature stands of hemlock, cedar,
maple and pine. 


Last year Carlson did decide to sell some of his land—but
not to a land speculator or developer. Instead, he sold a 27-acre
riverfront parcel to the Bayfield Regional Conservancy, a private
land trust that works throughout northwest Wisconsin.


The property will be maintained in its current undeveloped
condition to protect the water quality of the river, to provide
wildlife and plant habitat and to provide protection of the White
River as a natural, wild and scenic area.


“I guess it had occurred to me even when I was a little kid
to keep the riverfront land wild and undeveloped,” Carlson said.
Several years ago, he was among a small informal group of White
River landowners and river users who started talking about what
would happen to the White River in the future, and what might
be done to preserve the area’s exceptional
natural resource values.


Another member of the group was Bill
Heart, president of the regional chapter of
Trout Unlimited (TU). Heart submitted a


grant request to the Wisconsin DNR that
enabled the TU chapter to hold public
meetings and put together a management
plan for a part of the White River. Part of
the plan encourages landowners to con-
sider applying conservation restrictions to
their land. 


Knowing that Carlson was consid-
ering selling some White River land, TU’s
Bill Heart contacted the Bayfield Regional
Conservancy (BRC), a private land trust
experienced in working with landowners
wanting to donate or sell property or
easements to preserve conservation
values. Together, TU and BRC wrote a
grant to the Wisconsin DNR’s River Pro-
tection Program, which provided money


for land acquisition and land protection activities along the White
River. 


To further support the transaction, Harvey Carlson ac-
cepted a purchase price of $27,000 for the land, well below the
$34,000 appraised value. The $7,000 difference was used as an
in-kind donation to the project, which greatly helped secure the
grant. 


The land, which includes about one-half mile of river
frontage, will now be held in trust for the public benefit by the
Bayfield Regional Conservancy. The property will be maintained
by the Wild Rivers Chapter of Trout Unlimited, whose members
are familiar with this stretch of river and have volunteered to
monitor the use of the property and implement the goals of the
management plan. The land will be managed in a natural state.
Boundaries will be marked, signage installed, a primitive camp-
site/rest area may be designated for anglers and paddlers. No
structures, roads or land-altering activities are planned.


The outcome suits Carlson’s vision for the land. “I certainly
didn’t want to see the land get developed, and this option seemed
like a good opportunity to sell it to somebody who would keep it
that way,” he said.    


Third-GGeneration  Landowner  Sells  River  Parcel  for  Conservation


Harvey
Carlson
27 acres


A view of the White River from the 
Carlson parcel.







Craig Gilbaugh, Chair
White River watershed landowner
(715) 682-3415
cegdc@hotmail.com


Bill Heart, Vice-Chair
White River watershed landowner
(715) 682-5307
wwheart@cheqnet.net


Jean Hansen, Secretary
White River paddler
(715) 765-4608
jhz@cheqnet.net


Verne Gilles
White River watershed landowner
(715) 682-4408
vgill@ncis.net


Committee Members
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White River Citizen Involvement Committee
P.O. Box 1033
Ashland, Wisconsin 54806


The White River Citizen Involvement Com-
mittee was formed in 2005 to serve as an informa-
tion resource for White River landowners and river
users, as an advocate for the protection and preser-
vation of the White River, and as an advisory group
to the Wisconsin DNR regarding the management
of any state-acquired land in the newly expanded
White River Fisheries Area segment of the water-
shed.


Publ icat ion and d istr ibut ion of  th i s  newsletter  was made poss ib le  by  a  
Wiscons in  Department of  Natural  Resources  River  Management Grant .  


A stretch of the White River in the newly expanded
White River FIsheries Area.


Dave Lindsley
(715) 685-2921
David.Lindsley@dnr.state.wi.us


Scott Toshner
(715) 372-8538 ext. 121
Scott.Toshner@dnr.state.wi.us


Myron Anderson
White River watershed landowner
(715) 682-2273
shirleyjean@hotmail.com


Wisconsin DNR Land Managers
for expanded White River Fisheries Area


WHITE RIVER CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT COMMITTEE


P.O. BOX 1033
ASHLAND, WI 54806
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Show your support
for the White River, meet
and talk with other White
River landowners and river
users, and sit down to a
fish boil at the “White
River Celebration and Fish
Boil” on July 21, 2006, at
the Mason Town Park.


The event starts at
4:00 p.m. and is an oppor-
tunity to spend a summer
evening on the White River
and to acknowledge the
progress that has been
made the past several
years by a group of citizens
interested in the future of a river they
love. 


That group, now called the White
River Citizen Involvement Committee,
first took action in 2003 by securing a
grant to hold a series of public meetings,
gather citizen input, and create a man-
agement plan for the White River water-
shed. This plan, completed in May 2004,
outlined the group’s goals and priorities
for conserving and improving the natural
resource and recreational values of the
White River. 


In fall 2004, the Wisconsin Natural
Resources Board approved expansion of
the White River Fishery Area boundaries
in Bayfield County by over 7,500 acres.


The expansion created another tool that
can be used in White River protection:
willing landowners in the privately owned
stretch of the White River roughly
located between Highway 63 on the west
and Highway 13 on the east now can sell
land or conservation easements to the
Department of Natural Resources, thus
increasing the amount of public land in
the White River Fisheries Area.


Recently, a memorandum of agree-
ment has been signed that outlines ex-
pectations and responsibilities of both the
White River Citizens Involvement Com-
mittee and the Wisconsin DNR regarding
the fisheries area expansion project.  A
system has been developed for priori-


tizing available properties, and several
properties are nearing acquisition.


The July 21 event is meant to ac-
knowledge these and other accomplish-
ments. In addition to the fish boil, an in-
formal meeting will be held among
members of the DNR, the WRCIC, local
landowners, and interested citizens.
Come join us on this special occasion!
The fish boil is a first come-first served
event; there is no cost, although dona-
tions will be gratefully accepted.


For more information, contact Bill
Heart at 715-682-5307 or email
wwheart@cheqnet.net; or Scott Toshner
at 715-372-8539 Ext. 121  or email
Scott.Toshner@dnr.state.wi.us.


White River Celebration Planned for July 21


A view of the White River as it flows through
eastern Bayfield County.
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Stop by the Mason Town Park July 21
to celebrate the White River!


CREP offers White River landowners money for conservation
Many landowners think that applying conservation measures


to their land (a) is expensive, (b) may limit their recreational use
of the land, or (c) means they have to allow public access to
their land. With the Conservation Reserve Enhancement


Program (CREP), this is not
the case!


CREP is a federal-state-local
partnership that provides
funding to eligible landowners
in the Lake Superior basin
(that includes the White River
watershed) who want to enroll


their agricultural lands into conservation practices, such as
planting buffer or filter vegetation along rivers, establishing
wildlife habitat, or restoring wetlands or waterways on their
land. 


On the national level, the CREP program’s purpose is to
protect water quality and wildlife habitat. In Wisconsin, the
program focuses on safeguarding environmentally sensitive lands
next to rivers and streams by improving impaired water re-
sources. One program goal in the state of Wisconsin is to
protect and create new wetlands, install 85,000 acres of riparian
buffers and filter strips, 15,000 acres of native grasses.


Continued on page 3
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This past spring, the White River Citizen Involvement Com-
mittee (WRCIC) met several times to discuss progress on the
White River Watershed Management Plan and to set priorities
for the near-term future. With help from UW Extension Lake
Superior basin educator Nancy Larson, the committee first iden-
tified major themes and then voted on the importance of each
theme. The votes revealed which items the committee felt
needed work right now in order to enable future work or to
take advantage of present opportunities that could be lost if not
acted upon. Following are the major themes, listed in the order
of highest priority:


Item #1: Improve committee capabilities
The committee felt it important to establish some organiza-


tional autonomy and basic tools, such as establishing a bank
account, and seeking state and federal non-profit status in order
to seek certain grants and tax-deductible donations.


Item #2: Investigate ways to respond to land sale oppor-
tunities


Although through the partnership with the Wisconsin DNR,
the committee can work with landowners to sell or establish
easements within the state’s White River Fisheries Area, there
are other conservation and land-acquisition tools available.
Private land trusts (also called “conservancies” or “foundations”
are becoming increasingly popular as a way for private
landowners to establish conservation protection on their land,
whether through outright sale of the land, sale of certain rights
to the land, or establishment of certain restrictions.


The WRCIC agreed to explore the possibility of creating
such a trust to give additional options to White River
landowners  who might want to sell their land or establish con-
servation easements on their land.


Item #3: Address the problem of sedimentation 
Much of the White River cuts through high clay banks; the


legacy of  logging, agricultural practices, and land development
has resulted in significant erosion throughout the watershed,
leading to sedimentation in the river. This in turn degrades
water quality and has negative impacts on the fishery.


The WRCIC highlighted landowner education activities as a


critical step toward addressing and remediating these problems.
One tool already available to landowners is called the Lake Su-
perior Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP)
whereby landowners can receive federal and state funding to
voluntarily establish conservation practices on their lands (see
article on page 1 of this newsletter).


In addition to these top three priorities, the WRCIC identi-
fied additional focus areas:


Item #4: Look into the use of GIS technology
Geographic information system (GIS) technology is a pow-


erful, computer-based tool that combines layers of information
about land and land use into a visual format. The WRCIC dis-
cussed partnering with Northland College or another regional
entity with GIS capabilities in order to produce informational
maps of the White River watershed that would help identify op-
portunities for land acquisition or conservation work, and track
progress toward the committee’s goals.   


Item #5: Support continued water-quality monitoring on
the White River


The White River watershed is encompassed within the
larger Bad River watershed; a group called the Bad River Water-
shed Association currently conducts regular water-quality tests
throughout the larger watershed. Several testing spots are on
the White River. The WRCIC discussed ways to support the
BRWA effort, and to sustain or increase monitoring on the
White River in particular. 


Item #6: Establish walk-in access to the White River
One of the goals articulated in the White River Management


Plan was to establish a walk-in access points at different spots
along the White River. 


Item #7: Document the history of the White River
The natural and cultural history of the White River might be


documented through the collection of various materials, in-
cluding photos, documents and interviews with landowners. This
material might be presented on a web site.


White River Citizens Committee Sets Priorities


The White River Citizen Involvement Committee was formed in 2005 to
serve as an information resource for White River landowners and river users,
as an advocate for the protection and preservation of the White River, and as
an advisory group to the Wisconsin DNR regarding the management of any
state-acquired land in the newly expanded White River Fisheries Area segment
of the watershed.


Publication and distribution of this newsletter was made possible by a Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources River Management Grant. 


At left: The White River cuts a deep canyon
through the clay soils of eastern Bayfield County.







IS MY LAND ELIGIBLE?
If your land falls within the designated


towns of the county CREP map, you have
a crop history (that is, you have planted a
commodity crop in four years between
1996 to 2001), or the land meets qualifi-
cations as marginal pastureland, you may
be eligible. The land also must be within
200 to 300 feet of an eligible stream or
water body.


HOW DOES CREP BENEFIT ME?
If your land qualifies, the federal


partner in the project (the USDA) makes
annual payments to you for up to 15
years. The rate of payment depends of
current pasture rental rates and soil
types. In addition to the annual payments,
USDA also provides an additional annual
incentive payment and an annual mainte-
nance payment, and a $100 per acre up-
front, one-time signing incentive for filter
strips, riparian buffers and grassed water-
ways. The state of Wisconsin also offers
an additional up-front incentive payment.


In addition to annual and incentive
payments, the federal government pays
50 percent of installing the eligible prac-
tices on your land. The practices eligible
for federal incentive payment (that is,


filter strips, riparian buffers and grassed
waterways) also are eligible for an addi-
tional 40 percent federal subsidy. Wetland
restorations receive additional funding as
well. Finally, in addition to the federal
share, the state pays 20 percent of in-
stalling eligible practices.


WHAT ARE MY OBLIGATIONS?
In exchange for the federal and state


incentive payments and cost-sharing
agreement, you would sign a contract
with your county land conservation de-
partment saying that you will install and
maintain the agreed-upon conservation
practices on your land for 15 years.
During this time, you have full recre-
ational use of the land; any restrictions
would be specified in your agreement. If
you sell the property while the contract is
in effect, the state may require a transfer
of the agreement to the new owner.


You also may establish a perpetual
easement on your land. This is a perma-
nent land-use restriction that would be
held by the county or the state in addition
to a federal 15-year contract. The
landowner enjoys recreational use of the
land in perpetuity. The restrictions on the
land use are specified in the easement and


generally state that the land must be
maintained in the vegetation type indi-
cated in the conservation plan. No struc-
tures may be built on the enrolled lands. 


After expiration of the federal 15-
year contract, the landowner may indi-
cate what types of uses they desire for
the land, including: timber harvest, limited
pasturing or haying, prescribed burns, or
other management techniques.


WHAT ABOUT PUBLIC ACCESS?
Landowners enrolled in the CREP


program are not obliged to open their
land to the public.


HOW DO I LEARN MORE OR
APPLY?


Contact the Ashland office of the
Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) at (715) 682-9117, or the
Ashland-Bayfield-Douglas-Iron County
Land and Water Conservation Depart-
ment at (715) 682-7187 and ask for a
federal and state CREP applications.
Somebody will make a site visit to your
land, and based on that visit you will be
notified if your land is eligible. 
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All the attention given to the White River lately
may have river property owners wondering what’s
going on in terms of conservation and protection
of other rivers in northern Wisconsin.


A two-day conference called “Hear the
Currents,” to be held Aug. 18-19, 2006, is the
place to find out. The event will be held at the
Lac Courte Oreilles Community College campus
near Hayward. 


The conference will begin with informative presentations
on river ecology, cold-water resources, shoreland manage-
ment and regulations, and stewardship of river shoreland re-
sources. One presentation will feature the work that’s been
done thus far on the White River. The second day of the con-
ference will feature optional field trips with natural resource
professionals.


Program highlights include sturgeon biology, cold-water
resources and trout management, starting your own river
group, shoreland zoning, river ecology, shoreland buffers and
native plants, aquatic invasives and conservation options for
property owners. In addition, participants staying for the field
trip portion of the conference may choose from hands-on ex-
periences in cold-water habitat restoration; wildlife and fish-


eries management; mussels, insects and aquatic invasive
species identification; and volunteer river monitoring.


“The conference truly will offer something
for everyone," said Kris Tiles, UW-Extension
Upper Chippewa basin educator. "And since our
northern river shorelines are under increasing de-


velopment pressure, it's important to provide prop-
erty owners with the information they need to be ef-


fective and positive river stewards.” 
Registration fees for the conference are $30/person for


Friday, August 18, and an additional $10/person for those
wishing to participate in a field trip on Saturday, August 19.
Registration is required by August 1.


For more information or to request a registration form
contact Kris Tiles at 715-762-0036. On-line registrations will
also be accepted at
http://go.communityseason.com/goto=uwex.


The conference is co-sponsored by the US Forest Service,
Trout Unlimited, Hayward Fly Fishing Company, Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources, Upper Chippewa Basin
Partnership, River Alliance of Wisconsin, LCO Ojibwa Com-
munity College, LCO Conservation Department and UW-Ex-
tension.


Northern Rivers Conference Planned for Riverfront Property Owners


CREP (continued from page 2)
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Over the past several years, a
number of surveys have revealed that
most White River landowners and river
users share a common belief: that the
water, land, natural resources, and rural
character of their community should be
protected and preserved. 


On public land, that sort of
protection may be achieved by the
passage and enforcement of laws or other
restrictions. On privately-held land,
however, conservation of a river or
watershed depends on the concern,
knowledge, and actions of many individual
landowners, each of whom may have
somewhat different priorities and desires
for their land. 


The White River Citizens
Involvement Committee was formed by a
group of White River landowners and
river users who believe that landowners in
the White River watershed have enough
in common in order to work together to
preserve and protect the river they love.


In order to start putting survey
results and other concerns into action, the
WRCIC is inviting all White River
landowners, river users, and other


concerned citizens to a meeting at 7:00
p.m. on October 25 at the Town of Kelly
town hall.  


The purpose of the meeting is to
inform private landowners about the wide
variety of conservation options available in
the White River watershed. Some of these
options include: creating resource-
protection easements, adopting land-
management practices that would reduce
erosion and improve water quality, selling
land or easements to the state or to a
land trust, and more. 


These issues will be discussed at the
October 25 meeting. Representatives
from the DNR, regional land trusts, the
county land conservation district, and
others will be on hand. Please come with
your questions and ideas! The Town of
Kelly town hall is located at 27525 Maple
Ridge Road.


This meeting is funded through a
grant from the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources’ River Protection
program. The grant also will enable
interested landowners to meet one-on-
one with a conservation professional to
discuss various options in more detail. 


White River Landowner Meeting Set for October 25


A stretch of the White River as it flows through the Town of Kelly.


And the survey says...


A number of community surveys in
the past several years reveal a strong
desire among area citizens to
protect and preserve the natural
resource quality and rural character
of their home communities. 


Bayfield County Land Use
Survey (2000)


  95% of respondents feel that the
surface waters of Bayfield County
(lakes, rivers, streams, wetlands)
should be protected from
degradation.


  The top three issues of concern
among respondents are: water
quality protection, natural resource
protection, and maintenance of
rural character.


Bad River Watershed Association
Landowner Survey (2002)


  85% of respondents are
“concerned” or “very concerned”
about degradation of wildlife
habitat in the White River
watershed.


  83% of respondents are
“concerned” or “very concerned”
about runoff and erosion in the
White River watershed.


Town of Kelly Land Use Plan
Survey (2000)


  89% of respondents feel it is
important to protect the water
resources in the town.


Town of Gingles Land Use Plan
Survey (2001)


  87% of respondents feel it is
important to preserve and protect
the unique characteristics and
natural resources of their town
(woodlands, wetlands, wildlife,
water quality, etc.).
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The White River Citizen Involvement Committee has hired
veteran conservationist Diane Daulton to coordinate one-on-
one meetings with White River watershed landowners who are


interested in learning more about
conservation options that may be
developed for and applied to their
lands.


Diane is currently the
regional administrator for the
Conservation Reserve Enhancement
Program, or CREP. This program is a
federal-state-local partnership that
provides funding to eligible
landowners in the Lake Superior
basin (that includes the White River
watershed) who want to enroll their
agricultural lands into conservation


practices, such as planting buffer or filter vegetation along the
river, establishing wildlife habitat, or restoring wetlands or
waterways on their land. 


CREP is one of the many options White River landowners


may consider in pursuit of their conservation goals. 
In addition to her work with CREP, Diane is familiar with


the many other conservation programs and options available to
interested landowners in the region. She recently worked as
County Conservationist with the Ashland, Bayfield, Douglas, &
Iron Counties’ Land Conservation Department, an organization
that works to promote sound land and water stewardship
through education, technical support and program delivery in
Ashland, Bayfield, Douglas and Iron Counties. In that role, Diane
administered various federal, state and local conservation
programs throughout the four-county region of northwest
Wisconsin.


Diane will be available this fall to meet one-on-one with
interested landowners. She will provide information on
conservation options, serve as liaison between landowners and
government agencies and other organizations, and generally help
interested landowners through the process of establishing and
meeting conservation goals on their land.


Diane will speak at the October 25 landowners meeting
(see article on page 1). She also may be contacted by phone at
(715) 360-8888 or email at abdicrep@bayfieldcounty.org. 


One-on-One Meetings Available to Interested Landowners


Many landowners who develop close ties to their land also
care deeply about its future. Land trusts offer tools with which
landowners can design and guarantee long-term protection
strategies for the land they love.


The land trust movement is one of the fastest growing
conservation movements in the country. Currently there are
more than 1,200 local and regional land trusts nationwide,
protecting more than 20 million acres in all 50 states. In
Wisconsin there are more than 50 local, regional and statewide
land trusts that collectively protect more than 100,000 acres.


Land trusts also may be called “conservancies,”
“foundations,” or other names. They are distinguished by their
first-hand involvement in land transactions or management.


This involvement can take many forms. Some land trusts
purchase or accept donations of land or of conservation
easements. Some manage land owned by others or advise
landowners on how to preserve their land. Some land trusts
help negotiate conservation transactions in which they play no
other role. They may work with other nonprofit organizations
and sometimes with developers. A land trust may do one,
several or all of these things, but its focus is meeting a
landowner’s conservation and financial needs.


Land trusts have many advantages as a vehicle for
protecting land. As private organizations, land trusts can be
more flexible and creative and can generally act more quickly
than government agencies, since they are not restrained by
politics and procedures. They are able to negotiate with
landowners discreetly, confidentially and quickly.


A land trust’s nonprofit status brings a variety of tax
benefits. Donations of land or easements to land trusts may
provide the donor with various tax savings. Properly structured


land trusts are exempt from federal and state income taxes, and
sometimes from local property and real estate transfer taxes as
well. Nonprofit status is also an advantage in raising funds from a
variety of sources.


Most landowners are interested in retaining ownership of
their land, but would like to see it protected in some way after
they are gone. In this case, a conservation easement is the best
tool. A conservation easement is a legal agreement between a
landowner and a private land trust or government agency that
permanently limits uses of the land in order to protect its
conservation values.


Conservation easements are customized to each property.
A land trust will work closely with the landowner to draft a
document that reflects the landowner’s vision for the future of
the property. The landowner decides what to protect the land
for, and what to protect it against. Many easements have
restrictions on sub-division or additional residential units, while
other easements retain building sites where they do not impair
the land’s conservation values.


The creation of conservation easements offers a landowner
many benefits:


Great flexibility: the landowner decides what to protect
and how best to protect it.


Continued ownership: conservation easements allow
landowners to continue to own and use their land and sell it or
pass it on to their heirs.


Continued protection: future owners of the land are
bound to all the terms of the easement. The land trust is
responsible for enforcing these terms.


Financial benefit: Landowners may realize a number of
financial benefits by placing land in conservation easements. 


Land Trusts Provide a Flexible Conservation Tool


Diane Daulton







THE WHITE RIVER NEWS PAGE 3


The White River is an extraordinary resource, say those who know and love it
best. Flowing gently through Bayfield and Ashland counties before merging with the
Bad River, it flows through large tracts of undeveloped land-an increasing rarity in a
time when riverfront property commands premium prices on the real estate market. 


In recognition of the White River's unique qualities, members of the White River
Citizen Involvement Committee held their first-ever "White River Celebration and Fish
Boil" Friday.


The event, held at Mason's riverside town park, included fishing and water-quality
demonstrations. It brought private landowners and conservation officials to speak
informally and to share some freshly boiled whitefish with onions and potatoes. 


White River Committee Vice Chairman Bill Heart said the event was an outgrowth
of the 2004 expansion of the White River Fishery Area by some 7,500 acres in Bayfield
County. 


"We are working to inform landowners about what their options are for this
corridor of the White River," he said. 
Heart noted that much of the river frontage was privately owned. 


"We are very interested in protecting this corridor; it's a gorgeous area," he said. "I
have been interested in it for years and years, and now we are finally starting to do
something to protect it." 


Heart said one of the reasons for the celebration was to thank the landowners
along the river for their efforts on behalf of the river, as well as to get them to meet
informally with Department of Natural Resources officials and Department of Tourism
Secretary Jim Holpren. 


Heart said there were many things that made the White River special. "It's a very
wild area that has very little access," he said. "The corridor is about 20 miles long and
only Highway 63, Maple Ridge Road and Sanborn Avenue cross it. The section between
Maple Ridge Road and Sanborn Avenue is very wild, very undeveloped. I've been on all
of the rivers around here, and you get on this corridor, it's like you are in a whole
different world. It's completely different from any river around here." 


Heart said, despite its wildness, the river still needs help. He said sedimentation
from development, agriculture, and other human activities have hurt the productive
fishery, increasing the need for protection and work to restore the river.


"This used to be a wonderful trout stream, and it has become degraded over the
years," he said. 


Heart said restoring the river would be "a constant battle for the rest of our lives." 
One tool in that fight is the ability of the DNR to acquire conservation easements.


He noted that the easements are only obtained from willing landowners. 
"It's kind of an amazing process," Heart said of the White River Citizen Involvement


Committee. "The really neat part of this whole thing is the fact that it has been citizen-
driven. There was a small group of us that started in 2001 to try and protect the river,
and we are finally doing something." 


–A version of this article first appeared in The Daily Press on July 24, 2006


White River Celebrated at Summer Fish Boil


Top: Bayfield Regional Conservancy
Director Ruth Oppedahl, at right,
talks with White River landowners
about conservation options.


Middle: Boiled white fish, onions,
potatoes, and home made desserts
met with an enthusiastic crowd.


Bottom: Longtime White River
landowner Ron Koshoskek was among
many speakers who voiced thanks for
the work done so far on the White
River, as well as hopes and concerns
for the future.


The White River Citizen Involvement Committee was formed in 2005 to
serve as an information resource for White River landowners and river users,
as an advocate for the protection and preservation of the White River, and as
an advisory group to the Wisconsin DNR regarding the management of any
state-acquired land in the newly expanded White River Fisheries Area segment
of the watershed.


Publication and distribution of this newsletter was made possible by a Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources River Management Grant. 
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The 2004 decision to expand the state’s White River
Fisheries Area Expansion Project has brought some landowners
the option of selling their riverfront land to the Wisconsin DNR.
However, a common worry when private land becomes public
is: what will happen to the town’s tax base? The answer is:
pretty much nothing.


When the DNR acquires land for public use, it makes
payments for property taxes at the same level as any other
property owner. Land purchased by the DNR is removed from
the tax roll, but to compensate for the tax base loss, each
taxing jurisdiction (town, village, school, etc.) receives an aid
payment equivalent to property taxes. 


According to state statute 70.114, the DNR pays “aids-in-
lieu-of-taxes” equal to property taxes that would have been
paid had the land remained in private ownership. This statute
has applied to land acquired by the DNR since Jan. 1, 1992.


Here’s how the program works:
   The DNR purchases a parcel of land. At the end of the year


following purchase, regular property taxes are paid. The seller
pays a prorated share for the months they owned the parcel and
the DNR pays the balance.


   In January of each subsequent year, the DNR makes an aid
payment which is equal to or greater than the amount of tax that
would be due if the land were still in private ownership.


   In order to make aid calculations, the DNR’s purchase price
is substituted for the estimated fair market value shown on the
property tax bill that was due the year of the purchase.


   This means that the value used to calculate the DNR’s aid
payment is guaranteed to be at least as high as the estimated
fair market value established by local assessment.


   Each year the purchase price is adjusted to reflect the
change in values in the taxation district where the land is
located. This adjustment is based on the change in the
equalized value of the taxation district. For example, if the value
of the taxation district goes up 10 percent, the value of the
DNR land is adjusted up 10 percent. 


   Each year the adjusted purchase price is multiplied by the
taxation district’s level of assessment to determine a current
substitute “assessed value.” This value has been adjusted for
changes in land value since the year of the purchase and for
changes in the level of assessment in the taxation district.


   In January, the DNR sends each taxation district an aid
payment. The amount of the payment is calculated just like a tax
payment; the DNR multiplies the current mill rate for each
taxation district by the adjusted “assessed value” of the DNR
land within the district. On or before Feb. 15, the taxation
district treasurer pays the appropriate share of the aid payment
to each taxing jurisdiction. 


Public land and property taxes: what’s the effect?


About five years ago, Myron
Anderson called up a couple of
friends who he knew loved the
White River as much as he did. The
small group got together to talk
about the future of the river,
especially a particularly wild stretch
that cuts a deep ravine through the
clay soils of Bayfield and Ashland
Counties. 


That small group changed and
grew over time, and ultimately
became what is now the White River
Citizen Involvement Committee,
whose purpose includes educating
private landowner along the river
about conservation options for their land. 


Over those years and through the
changes, Myron Anderson has remained
at the center of the effort, and continues
to be motivated by the same desires that
inspired the first get-together. 


“I’ve been using that river for 60
years—canoeing, fishing, even swimming
in it,” he says. “I’ve always enjoyed the
remoteness of it, the wilderness feeling of
it. I know a lot of the landowners around
here, and I would say many of them share
that feeling.”


At 76, Anderson has farmed his
Ashland County land for most of his life,
and today would admit that he is only
semi-retired. He continues to design and
build forage harvesting machinery. He
calls it a hobby, but some of his creations
have made their way into use at the
USDA’s Dairy Forage Research Center in
Madison, Wis. 


The White River has been his local
retreat, though he acknowledges that it is
this very remoteness that is attracting the
interest of developers.


“There’s a place for development
and a place for commerce, but I also
think there need to be a few places in
every part of the country that should
be kept in a wild condition, some
place you can go to get away,” he says.


Anderson is aware that his efforts
may actually draw the kind of attention
to the White River that he wishes to
avoid. 


“I don’t mind people knowing about
a place like the White River,” he says.
“But I don’t want to see it promoted
or commercialized. I see it as a retreat
for local people.


“You know, those of us who live up
here put up with the cold, with the low
wages, and all that. I think a place like the
White River is our reward for that, a
place right nearby we can go and not
have to fight big crowds.”


In that spirit, over the years Myron
Anderson has introduced his children and
grandchildren to the White River, paddling
them through the remote stretch from
the Maple Ridge landing to the flowage at
Highway 112. Before too long, it’s likely
his eight-year-old great-grandson will take
the trip, and the tradition will continue. 


White River Advocate: Myron Anderson


Myron Anderson, at right, meets with Wisconsin
Governor Jim Doyle (left) and Rep. Gary Sherman on
the banks of the White River in the summer of 2004.
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Top state officials continue to take interest in the White
River as a place where landowners and resource managers are
taking good care of watershed resources. 


State Representatives Bob Jauch and Gary Sherman have
been frequent visitors to White River events, as have officials
from the DNR and Department of Tourism. Two summers ago,
Governor Jim Doyle stood on the banks of the White to praise
the conservation work being done there.


The latest visitor to the White River was Wisconsin DNR
Secretary Scott Hassett, who toured the river’s south fork on
August 28. He was there to learn about the South Fork Habitat
Project, a multi-faceted trout habitat rehabilitation plan created
and implemented by local DNR employees. 


DNR fisheries technician Cris Sand, who drafted the project
proposal, led the tour and explained the south fork’s
importance. He said the tributary is the highest-quality
headwater feeder to this part of the White River and has the
most advantageous temperature for the trout fishery.


“It’s a tremendous source of cold water to the White River
main stem, and it’s very important to the trout,” he said. “But
given predictions for climate change, it’s a little scary ... These
cold-water feeders are incredibly important.”


While brown and brook trout will eat and grow bigger
downstream in the warmer Bibon Swamp area of the White
River, they have historically come back to the south fork’s rocky,
cooler region to spawn, Sand said. 


Sand and his crew have been working in-stream to narrow
its channel, provide overhead cover and reincorporate rocky
streambed conditions—all so that trout are more likely to
spawn. 


Some of the strategies they’ve used include building boom
covers, which are wooden slabs placed in the stream that create
dark, hospitable nooks for trout; and wing dams, which jut out


into the stream to redirect the current. They’ve also worked to
slope the banks to prevent erosion, and they’ve brought in
excavators to move boulders from nearby land into the stream
in order to speed up its flow, washing away sediment to reveal
original spawning substrate. 


According to crew member Paul Riordan, the project’s
work began well before the in-stream phase that started May
15. In the fall of 2005, the crew began clearing trees to make
the access roads, and then hauled rock onto the site and made
boom covers through the winter. Now, Sand says the in-stream
work is more or less done, leaving the crew with the task of
replanting the road and streambed areas with native grasses and
plants. 


Sand said the project’s funds mostly came from trout stamp
revenues, but that the local Wild Rivers chapter of Trout
Unlimited also helped significantly. Bill Heart, president of the
TU chapter, said that he hasn’t fished much in the area lately
because he’s been disillusioned by the river’s trout offering in
recent years.


“I haven’t in the last couple of years—there were a lot of
smaller fish,” he said. “But this is really going to help.” 


Jim Bishop, public affairs manager for the DNR’s northern
region, thought the afternoon excursion was a chance to show
Hassett the innovative work that’s happening up north. He also
thought it might help the secretary to keep the northern region
in mind when he’s in the legislature and networking with
possible funders. 


“He can turn around, with firsthand knowledge, and say, ‘I
got my boots dirty,’” Bishop said. “That kind of thing gets a lot
of respect.” 


–A version of this article first appeared in Ashland’s 
The Daily Press on August 29, 2006


DNR Secretary Scott Hassett Visits White River


An excavator positions a huge boulder into the stream.
These added boulders will help speed up stream flow,
which in turn will wash away sediments and expose higher
quality spawning beds for trout.


Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Secretary Scott
Hassett (standing third from right), joins a DNR crew and
Trout Unlimited local chapter president Bill Heart (kneeling)
for a tour of the White River South Fork Habitat Project.







Craig Gilbaugh, Chair
White River watershed landowner
(715) 682-3415
cegdc@hotmail.com


Bill Heart, Vice-Chair
Trout Unlimited chapter president
White River watershed landowner
(715) 682-5307
wwheart@cheqnet.net


Jean Hansen, Secretary
White River paddler
(715) 765-4608
jhz@cheqnet.net


Verne Gilles
Town of Kelly board member
White River watershed landowner
(715) 682-4408
vgill@ncis.net


Myron Anderson
Concerned citizen
(715) 682-2273
shirleyjean@hotmail.com


Committee Members


FALL 2006      THE LATEST NEWS ABOUT THE WHITE RIVER


White River Citizen Involvement Committee
P.O. Box 1033
Ashland, Wisconsin 54806


Wisconsin DNR Land Managers
for White River Fisheries Area


Dave Lindsley
(715) 685-2921


David.Lindsley@dnr.state.wi.us


Scott Toshner
(715) 372-8538 ext. 121


Scott.Toshner@dnr.state.wi.us


WHITE RIVER CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT COMMITTEE


P.O. BOX 1033
ASHLAND, WI 54806


White River Landowner Meeting
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October 25, 2006
Town of Kelly Town Hall, 27525 Maple Ridge Rd.


Don’t Miss It!





