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Mineral Springs Dam

About Mineral Springs Creek

Mineral Springs Creek originates in the Ulao Swamp, flowing approximately 3.7 miles northeast to its confluence with Sauk
Creek, approximately 200 feet upstream of Sauk Creek’s confluence with the Port Washington harbor on Lake Michigan in
the City of Port Washington. Mineral Springs Creek connects over 195 acres of high quality wetland habitat but has been
heavily manipulated. Multiple fish passage impediments restricted habitat access, and it was unlikely to regularly support
successful spawning runs of native or desirable introduced fish species. Multiple fish passage impediment removal or
remediation projects have improved accessibility to existing, high-quality habitats and bolstered the overall ecological health
of the Lake Michigan Basin, directly benefiting many species including native Lake Michigan fish such as northern pike,
walleye, and suckers, desirable sport fish such as steelhead, Chinook salmon, and Coho salmon, along with imperiled
species including longear sunfish, striped shiner, and greater redhorse. The presence of coldwater species such as mottled
sculpin also indicate a strong likelihood of suitable spawning conditions for desirable introduced fish species, currently
supported through artificial stocking. Ozaukee County, City of Port Washington, We Energies, Southeast Wisconsin Chapter
Trout Unlimited, and private landowners have partnered on several projects to improve the aquatic connectivity and
ecological function of Mineral Springs Creek.

Before and After Dam Removal

Before Dam Removal

Salmon are blocked during their fall spawning run. The Mineral Springs Dam was a complete barrier for the salmon. 
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Salmon at the Former Mineral Springs DamSalmon at the Former Mineral Springs Dam

Removing the Mineral Springs Dam

The Mineral Springs Dam was removed in June of 2016. Salmon are now able to continue upstream past the site of the
former Mineral Springs Dam. 

Mineral Springs Dam RemovalMineral Springs Dam Removal

Project Pictures

Project Accomplishments 

Ozaukee County and partners removed a failing dam on Mineral Springs Creek. Project activities on Mineral Springs Creek
reconnected 1.02 stream miles and 25.3 acres of wetland habitat to Lake Michigan, directly benefiting seasonal spawning
runs of northern pike, suckers and redhorse, and several salmonids. General project accomplishments and ongoing goals
include: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uVwKPGogl6I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lnhvideTKI4
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(1) Remediation of two large-scale fish passage impediments on Mineral Springs Creek

(2) Restored aquatic life access to existing spawning and rearing habitat

(3) Improved recruitment from existing habitats

(4) Ongoing demonstration of successful utilization of the stream through active fisheries monitoring

(5) Improved genetic and biological diversity of remnant and/or desirable fish species

(6) Help supplant the need for artificial stocking of salmonid fish species

Related Work on Mineral Springs Creek

The Mineral Springs Dam removal has been part of a much broader effort to improve aquatic connectivity on tributaries to the
Lake Michigan that has been supported by additional funding entities including USFWS, NFWF, WDNR, FFLM, and
Wisconsin Coastal Management Program (WCMP) both during the dam removal and restoration and culvert removal
projects as well as the inventory of habitat and fish passage impediments on additional Lake Michigan tributary streams.  The
Department has completed additional aquatic connectivity work on Mineral Springs Creek in conjunction with GLFT funded
activities including modifications to the existing culvert at Division Street to eliminate perched conditions and to improve flow
depths, removal of concrete debris from the channel near the Oakland Avenue crossing, and multiple log and debris jam
removals throughout the stream corridor completed through volunteer assistance and youth conservation corps (e.g., Trout
Unlimited work day). The Department also completed a culvert replacement at the Park St. crossing. 

Map of Mineral Springs Creek
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Funding Sources

Contact Us
Ozaukee County
121 W. Main St. 
P.O. Box 994
Port Washington, WI 53074

Quick Links
Facilities Rental

Land Info Maps and Apps

Aging and Disability Resource Center

Hot Topics
Calendar

Employment

Notify Me

https://www.co.ozaukee.wi.us/QuickLinks.aspx?CID=43,
http://www.co.ozaukee.wi.us/1220/Facility-Rentals
https://ocgeohub-ozaukee.hub.arcgis.com/
https://www.co.ozaukee.wi.us/244/Aging-Disability-Resource-Center-ADRC
https://www.co.ozaukee.wi.us/QuickLinks.aspx?CID=44,
https://www.co.ozaukee.wi.us/calendar.aspx
https://newton.newtonsoftware.com/career/CareerHome.action?clientId=8a7883d06b7b7d2d016b8fe5df8e0803
https://www.co.ozaukee.wi.us/list.aspx
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Ph: 262-284-9411

Hours of Operation:
Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Lasata Senior Living Campus

Ozaukee River Gauges

Stars and Stripes Honor Flight

News

County Budget Info

http://www.lasatacampus.com/
http://www.co.ozaukee.wi.us/2544/Ozaukee-River-Gauges
http://www.starsandstripeshonorflight.org/
https://www.co.ozaukee.wi.us/civicalerts.aspx
http://www.co.ozaukee.wi.us/237/Budgets



