303(d) Listing Documentation

Waterbody Name: Pigeon Creek

Waterbody ID Code (WBIC): 1700800

County(ies): Jackson

Impaired Stream Reach (location and mileage): 

From its confluence with Glenn Creek, upstream and passing through Pigeon Creek Flowage to its headwaters. (4.7 miles)

Type of impairment (water quality standards violations [ex. pH, DO, etc.], not meeting codified use [ex. WWFF should be Cold II], eutrophication, etc.): 

Existing use is WWFF, codified use is COLD III. D.O.? (where did this come from? Do we have any supporting data?). Is there any evidence that this stream ever supported a coldwater fishery? Historic stream survey’s in 1967 and 1937 (yes 1937 not a typo) indicate that brook trout was the predominant species, with brown trout also existing. The dam was built in 1937, so that probably impacted the trout population.  Actual counts and lengths are not given and how reliable this info is I don’t know, but trout existed in the stream years ago.  Pigeon Creek is listed as a Category 3 trout stream in the Trout book.

I guess there is not any “reliable supporting evidence” that would indicate Pigeon Creek is currently suffering from low DO and should not be listed as so.  I am aware of Pigeon Creek flowage experiencing winter kill and low DO during winter months, but that is not necessarily relevant to Pigeon Creek.

Cause of impairment (ex. temperature, nutrients, sediment, BOD, toxics, etc.): 

​​Dissolved Oxygen, temperature, stream flow, habitat

Source of impairment (ex. point source, nonpoint source, internal load, unknown, etc.): 

Hydrological modifications associated with Pigeon Creek Flowage. and cranberry marshes, NPS 

Since the entire watershed is located in the Black River State Forest there are no apparent nonpoint sources.

Description of monitoring conducted (including dates, results, quality of data and reports):

Continuous temperature monitoring conducted during summer 2002 in Pigeon Creek below Pigeon Creek Flowage found a maximum stream temperature of 35O C. (95O F.). 

A fish survey conducted in 2002 found a warmwater IBI rating of very poor. There were no coldwater fish species in the stream.

A fish survey should be conducted above Pigeon Creek Flowage to determine its fishery status. Continuous DO monitoring should be conducted below Pigeon Creek Flowage.
Surface Waters Inventory for Jackson County (1967).

2002 Black-Buffalo-Trempealeau Basin Report

No new data as of 6/2/2008
Location of supporting data (electronic and hard copy files): WDNR in Black River Falls and West Central Region Headquarters.
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