303(d) Listing Documentation

Waterbody Name: Lake Tomah

Waterbody ID Code (WBIC): 1342100

Watershed:  Little Lemonwier River (LW29)

County(ies):  Monroe

Impaired Stream Reach (location and mileage): 

Lake Tomah is an impoundment of the South Fork of the Lemonweir River with the dam at river mile 12.9. 

Type of impairment (water quality standards violations [ex. pH, DO, etc.], not meeting codified use [ex. WWFF should be Cold II], eutrophication, etc.):

Violations of pH standard, eutrophication

Cause of impairment (ex. temperature, nutrients, sediment, BOD, toxics, etc.):

Nutrients

Source of impairment (ex. point source, nonpoint source, internal load, unknown, etc.):

Nonpoint sources of pollution contribute nutrients to Lake Tomah, causing algae blooms that occur throughout the summer.

Description of monitoring conducted (including dates, results, quality of data and reports):

Lakes Condition Monitoring - 1998 (WDNR) - Monthly water chemistry sampling from June through September using Ambient Lakes Protocol. Surface field pH was above 9.0 on two of eight summer sampling dates in 1998.

Winter Manure Runoff Study 2006 and 2007 data collection of dissolved oxygen profiles and nutrient data collected under ice. Data located in La Crosse DNR office and the State Lab of Hygiene database.

Lake Tomah Management Plan: A Strategy to Improve the Recreational Use and Ecological Value of Lake Tomah July, 2008

Location of supporting data (electronic and hard copy files):

Hard copy water chemistry data from Lake Tomah is in the Lake Biologist files at the Eau Claire WDNR Service Center. Electronic data is available from SLOH web site.

Lake Tomah was added to the 303d list in 2002.
Lake Tomah is scheduled to be drawn down in 2009, the fish population (primarily carp) removed via rotenone, water levels to remain down until 2010 to allow aquatic plant seedbank to begin growing again.
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