303(d) Listing Documentation

Waterbody Name: Gills Coulee Creek

Waterbody ID Code (WBIC): 1652300

County(ies):  La Crosse
Impaired Stream Reach (location and mileage):  

Entire Length (5.0 miles)

Type of impairment (water quality standards violations [ex. pH, DO, etc.], not meeting codified use [ex. WWFF should be Cold II], eutrophication, etc.):

Not meeting codified use of Cold II and Cold III. Potential use is unknown.
Cause of impairment (ex. temperature, nutrients, sediment, BOD, toxics, etc.):

Sedimentation, loss of in-stream habitat

Source of impairment (ex. point source, nonpoint source, internal load, unknown, etc.):

Non-point sources (overgrazing of livestock, streambank erosion)

Description of monitoring conducted (including dates, results, quality of data and reports):

Fishery Survey 1972 - 101 Survey documented brook trout fingerlings, yearlings and adults in Class II portion of stream (headwaters) and recommended portion below Section 32 as Class III

Fishery Survey 1993 - Comprehensive survey documented no trout

Fish and Habitat Survey 2004 – Two stations were surveyed. Last stocked in 1996 with brook trout. Station 1 Coldwater IBI score of 20 (poor) and Small Warmwater IBI score of 60 (fair). Station 2 Coldwater IBI score of 90 (excellent). Habitat surveyed only at station 2. Stream contains very little instream cover for fish. Substrate is primarily sand with unstable streambanks for the majority of the stream length. Recommendation to stock with wild brook trout and resurvey in 2010. 

Baseflow Water Chemistry Samples 1998 to 2001 - documented fecal coliform levels consistently >1,000 colonies/100 ml

Location of supporting data (electronic and hard copy files):

All supporting fisheries monitoring data is in the La Crosse WDNR Service Center Files and the Fish and Habitat database. 
Water chemistry data at La Crosse County Land Conservation Department

Notes:

A TRM grant ( TRC-BL04-32000-05) was awarded to La Crosse County LCD for the upper portion of Gills Coulee Creek watershed in 2005. Grant was extended to end of 2008 due to floods in area which pulled contractors off the project for a period of time. A second TRM grant (TRC-168-BL04-32000-07) was awarded in September 2006 to continue work downstream of original grant. 
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