303(d) Listing Documentation

Waterbody Name: Sand Creek

Waterbody ID Code (WBIC): 1184800

Watershed: Lower Kickapoo River (LW02)

County(ies):  Crawford

Impaired Stream Reach (location and mileage):  

Entire length (5.0 miles)

Type of impairment (water quality standards violations [ex. pH, DO, etc.], not meeting codified use [ex. WWFF should be Cold II], eutrophication, etc.):

Lack of in-stream habitat

Cause of impairment (ex. temperature, nutrients, sediment, BOD, toxics, etc.):

Sediment

Source of impairment (ex. point source, nonpoint source, internal load, unknown, etc.):

Non-point sources

Description of monitoring conducted (including dates, results, quality of data and reports):

Fishery Survey 1970 - Documented forage species and stocked brook trout.

Fishery Survey 1978 - Documented forage species and one brook trout and two brown trout. Flooding and lack of in-stream cover were noted as problems.

Fish and Habitat Survey 2001 - Documented a self-sustaining brown trout population. Last stocking date was 1970. Land use in the Sand Creek watershed was primarily recreation land with very minimal active farming. Sand Creek will be classified as a Class I trout stream due to the information from this survey. 

Location of supporting data (electronic and hard copy files):

All data is located in the fisheries files at the La Crosse WDNR Service Center.

PROPOSAL TO REMOVE SAND CREEK FROM IMPAIRED WATERS LIST
Sand Creek was never codified as a trout stream. The 1994 Lower Wisconsin River Water Quality Management Plan states that the stream was not meeting its potential as a trout stream, but it was meeting its codified use of fish and aquatic life. Consequently, Sand Creek was erroneously listed as an impaired water in 1998. The 2001 fish and habitat survey documented a self-sustaining brown trout population that was not established by stocking. In 2001 Land use in the Sand Creek watershed was nearly entirely recreation land with very few active farms. 

Sand Creek was de-listed in 2002.

No surveys or updates as of June 9, 2008

Reviewer’s Name: Cindy Koperski / La Crosse

Date Reviewed: March 26, 2002, June 9, 2008
If stream, attach map showing impaired reach

