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Willow Creek East of 1-43

On the east end you will see a naturally functioning stream with trees over the creek,
rocks and fallen branches. Between 2002 and 2006, biologists collected data on habitat,
fish and insects. Four-inch fry of chinook, coho, and steelhead trout were found. Biologists
realized that Willow Creek has “critical habitat” and deemed this area to be a naturally
functioning stream capable of salmon and trout fry reproduction.

y, Willow Creek has a resiliency fed by cold,
groundwater and can be preserved if citizens
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e action to protect

Produced by SRBP in cooperation
with the UW-Extension Basin
Education Initiative.

Write to your alderman or town board about the e Build rain gardens and buffer
need to protect Willow Creek. strips to help rainwater soak into
the ground, instead of running off into waterways.

Rain garden Storm drain stenciling Stream clean-up Stream monitoring

Assist SRBP with water quality monitoring of e Encourage your municipality to manage stormwater

Willow Creek. e Avoid dropping and pouring items into storm drains. on a regional or watershed basis.
Enroll in SRBP’s Adopt-A-Stream program and . . . e Ask your municipality about stenciling storm drains
become a Friend of \F/)Villow Creek? g e Talk to your city officials about creating stormwater with “Dump No Waste.”

ordinances and designing bioswales that capture
Promote development that protects water resources. pollutants. e Pick up litter, or join a river clean-up event.
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An opportunity to\piiﬁ“tect
our clean water heritage

LAKE MICHIGAN

You can watch the salmon and trout migrate up this cold water stream in the
spring and fall to spawn. Better yet, you can see baby fry migrating downstream

to Lake Michigan!

Willow Creek is unique because it is connected to naturally cold groundwater that
allows fry to survive and migrate out to Lake Michigan without help from people.
Most streams in Wisconsin that support trout and salmon are intensively

managed by biologists.

Willow Creek needs our special care today to be preserved for generations
tomorrow. Contact SRBP to become involved!

Willow Creek unique?

Willow Creek 1s a five-mile stream that represents the only Lake
Michigan tributary in Wisconsin with naturally reproducing chinook and coho
salmon, and it is one of two Wisconsin tributaries to Lake Michigan with
reproducing steelhead trout.

BASIN FACTS:

The Sheboygan River
Basin encompasses 620
square miles in parts of
Calumet, Fond du Lac,
Manitowoc, Ozaukee, and
Sheboygan counties. The
Basin includes six water-
sheds and is named after
the major river in the
watershed. Willow Creek
is a tributary to the
Sheboygan River. The
Natural Heritage Inventory
documented 67 rare plant
and animal species, and
24 rare aquatic and
terrestrial communities
within the Basin.




