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Wetlands by Type

Wetlands with Reed Canary Grass Infestation



Restorability of Lost Wetlands

Wetland Status 
The Rush Creek Watershed extends from the southwestern portion of Crawford County 
north into the southwestern portion of Vernon County, along the Mississippi River.  An 
estimated 6% of the current land uses in the watershed are wetlands. Almost 97% of the 
original wetlands in the watershed are estimated to exist. Of these wetlands, forested 
wetlands (60%) and emergent wetlands (31%), which include wet meadows and marshes, 
dominate the landscape.  

Wetland Condition
Little is known about the condition of the remaining wetlands but estimates of reed canary 
grass infestations, an opportunistic aquatic invasive wetland plant, into different wetland 
types has been estimated based on satellite imagery. This information shows that reed 
canary grass dominates 57% of the existing emergent wetlands and 27% of the remaining 
forested wetlands. Reed Canary Grass domination inhibits successful establishment of 
native wetland species.

Wetland Restorability
Of the 300 acres of estimated lost wetlands in the watershed, approximately 64% are 
considered potentially restorable based on modeled data, including soil types, land use and 
land cover (Chris Smith, DNR, 2009).


