Blue River 303 d listed segment – SWIMS Update

Author: Jean Unmuth  Date: January 10, 2011

Swims Station: 10021311 Blue River 2cnd white gate N. of 825 Willow Springs Rd.  Natural Community (LYONS) is Cold Headwater.   Fish IBI rating 0 (very poor).

Swims Station: 10020556. Location: Unnamed Trib Blue River 825 Willow Springs Rd. Natural Community is Cold Headwater

No fish were captured during 100 meters of electrofishing.  MIBI/HBI  was 4.6/3.4 (fair)

Swims Station: 10021058 Blue River Edgington Rd.  Natural Community is Cool-Cold Transition Headwater.  No fish were captured during 100 meters of electrofishing.  HBI/MIBI was 4.2/4.3 (fair).
General Assessment completed.  It does not appear that stream temperature is a problem, Agriculture appears to be causing excess nutrients – there is overgrazing of stream banks and in the woods and cows in the stream, evidence of manure in the stream at both of the Blue River sites, but the unnamed trib. site appears to have been set aside and is beginning to heal from overgrazing. The unnamed tributary has no migrational connection with the Blue River that is approx. 700 feet downstream of the site due to a culvert perched 0.90 m above the stream surface under Willow Springs Rd.  Blue River site at Edgington Rd. may lake in habitat as it was extremely shallow and no real pools evident for holding fish.
Recommendations:  Follow up with a specific assessment. - Sample 2 sites previously sampled - repeat Fish IBI at both sites, repeat Macroinvert IBI both sites for total of 2 yrs of data. Collect flows, quantitative habitat, 6 monthly (may-oct at baseflow) TP & TSS plus a single Nitrogen series, Kjeldhal, Ammonia, and Transparency.  Work with TUDARE and the township to replace the perched culvert on the unnamed tributary of Willow Springs Rd..
