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In 2009 the foundation embarked on
its first habitat restoration projects.
There are two restoration sites and at
both we are working to restore the
oak savanna habitat that was there in
pre settlement times. An oak sa-
vanna is largely grassland with occa-
sional oak and in our case hickory
trees. The larger of these sites is off
of McKenzie Lane and its initial
phase of restoration was done in
conjunction with city Parks Depart-
ment and Public Works department
projects. In this initial phase volun-
teers planted more than a hundred
trees and a large area was seeded in
native plants.

This year we will begin the gradual
process of removing trees on the
south facing hills to open the ground
to more sunlight and allow any rem-
nant native grassland plants to re-
emerge. These hillsides already
have large oak and hickory trees that
matured in open environments. We
will restore these to prominence. In
the future, the view from north
bound I-43 and the view from the

crest of the hills will be pretty spec-
tacular.

As we proceed with these projects,
there will be numerous opportunities
for volunteer participation through-
out the seasons as we clear gather
seed and plant. The work is great
fun and a chance to make a visible
difference while restoring a piece of
our cultural heritage and creating
wonderful habitat. Please lend your
hand to the process. Contact Mau-
reen Meinhardt to add your name to
the list of volunteers.

Simerely,
David Hemstreet
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__ Mombership Appeal

Thank you to all of our donors
and volunteers over the last
year. With your donations we
have been able to eradicate
thousands of invasive species
plants, we are close to purchas-
ing many acres of beautiful and
strategically located land, and
we have planted 120 new trees
in the Parkway. But our work
is not complete. The battle
with invasive species will con-
tinue in 2010, and we’ll need
volunteers and equipment to
handle it. We also need to bet-
ter understand not only the
extent of the water quality
problems in Baird Creek, but
also the source(s). The erosion
problems in the Parkway will
only get worse as time goes by,
unless we are able to fix them.
And finally, we need to provide
adequate staff and support to
achieve the goals laid out in
our Master Plan (available
online at www.bairdcreek.org/

masterplan.htm).

Anticipated activities for the
next year include:

® [Invasive Plant Eradica-
tion
® Prairie Restoration

Trail Planning and Im-
provements

Signage

Erosion Control
Waterflow Modeling
Land Purchase

We estimate that these activi-
ties will cost $80,000 -
$100,000 (not including the
cost of any land purchased).
Your generous assistance is
appreciated. Please use the
attached form or contact us at
execdirector@bairdcreek.org
or (920) 328-3505.

Friend $10 Member $35 Pathfinder $100 Trailblazer $500 Greenway Voyager $1000

Name:

Please circle your desired membership level:

Address:

Email:

Additional donation:

Total Enclosed Amount:
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Baird Creek Preservation Foundation

Thanks to all that attended our
12t annual banquet and meet-
ing on March 22, 2010. Over
100 people

came to cele- |
brate our suc-
cesses and lis-
ten to our
guest speaker,
P a u 1
Linzmeyer.
Paul spoke
about triple bottom line think-
ing, a theory that involves a cal-
culation of financial, social, and
environmental performance and
is often referred to as “profits,
planet, and people”. Being able
to recognize and quantify our
value to the community is an
important step in maintaining
and growing our organization,
and Paul was able to help us
visualize the steps to take to
make this happen. Thank you,
Paul!

Some additional highlights of
our banquet included the re-
sults from our Board Appeal.
The 17 members of our Board of
Directors gave over $7,000 to
the Foundation this year, in ad-

x»:::& Ban

quet

dition to considerable time and
effort in helping us further our
goals. As a result of the annual
meeting an additional $1,705
was donated by BCPF members.
The generosity of the Board and
our members serves as an excel-
lent example to our community
on the importance of giving to a
great cause.

We also said farewell to four of
our Board members.  Gary
Baier, Jill Fermanich, Steve Lam-
bert and Crystal Osman have
fulfilled their terms on the
Board of Directors, and we ap-
preciate their service. They all
have agreed to continue to help
on an ad hoc basis, and we will
take them up on their offers!

The meeting concluded with
special awards given to two Ea-
gle Scouts that completed pro-
jects in the Parkway this year,
as well as Joyce Fritz, an artist
that has donated some unique
and beautiful jewelry to be
given to those that donate to
BCPF at certain levels (See
pages 10 and 11 for more infor-
mation).

Baird Creek Preservation Foundation received an extension to
the DNR Urban Forestry Grant and were able to restore an additional
site. This site is located on McKenzie Lane, just at the edge of the
Parkway. In order to alleviate erosion issues plaguing the creek, a
stormwater retention pond was created. Equipment necessary to
construct the pond disturbed existing habitat, and BCPF used this
opportunity to research the pre-settlement habitat that existed in this
area hundreds of years ago. We discovered that it was likely an oak
savanna, and set about finding funding, gaining permission, and orga-
nizing volunteers to restore this area as much as possible to its origi-
nal state.

We are working to restore the oak savanna and have received
much support from the City of Green Bay Parks and Recreation De-
partment, Department of Public Works, and the City Forester Mark
Freburg. Eagle Scout Charlie Goldhahn built educational signs in the
area that tell the history of the site. Brock Robinson donated and
helped plant over 100 seedlings. This restoration was also made pos-
sible by the hard work of the BCPF Land Management Committee.
Many volunteers assisted us in planting the oak saplings on Earth Day
in 2009.

Our interns are currently managing this site to ensure the sur-
vival of our oak seedlings by removing any gypsy moth caterpillars
from the seedlings. They recently created a map and documented the
status of each seedling to better monitor this site. The City of Green
Bay has assisted us in the continued maintenance of this site by wa-
tering and trimming the saplings, as well as mowing the site in order
to control the invasive species.

Baird Creek Preservation Foundation would like to thank every-
one for their help in making the restorations possible including the
DNR for providing us with the Urban Forestry Grant.
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Eagle Scout Projects at the Creek

Construction and Character...

Two Eagle Scouts completed projects
in the Parkway in 2009. A high-quality
boardwalk was constructed near Su-
perior Road (just south of the railroad
tracks) that will serve to alleviate ero-
sion problems and make it easier for
hikers and bikers to get through the
area. This project was led by Eagle
Scout Chris Harrison with guidance
from Board Member Charlie Frisk and
Dan Ditscheit from the Green Bay
Parks and Recreation Department.

Another important Eagle Scout project
in the Parkway involved construction
and installation of several permanent
educational signs at the site of an Oak
Savannah restoration project near
McKenzie Lane. Charlie Goldhahn
managed this project with help from
Board Member David Hemstreet and
Green Bay Parks and Recreation staff
members Dan Ditscheit and Molly
Tomasallo.

Our Executive Director has additional
information on Eagle Scout project
ideas that could be completed in the
Baird Creek Parkway. If interested
please contact Maureen Meinhardt at

or (920)
328-3505.

Baird Creek is a wonderful place!

Our goal for the Baird Creek Parkway is to preserve and restore na-
tive woodlands, wetlands and prairies. Along with restoration of the
lands adjacent to the creek much work has been started to meet an-
other goal - that of crystal clear waters. |
Baird Creek at spring runoff and heavy
rainy periods runs brown from soil ero-
sion. A plan is being developed to greatly
decrease erosion. That plan includes
buffering (with dense vegetation of
grasses and wildflowers) 150 feet on
each side of the stream so sediments and
nutrients are caught before the runoff water enters the stream. This
works well in the non-wooded upstream sites. At the same time in
appropriate locations wetlands will be introduced to clean up and
hold the water longer upstream, leading to more of an even flow.
Closer to town many retention ponds have been built with more to
come. They are set up so with a large rainfall or spring runoff they
g can hold the water and with a small diame-
E¥] ter pipe allow the water to enter the stream
at a slower pace. The water comes off the
top of the pond after the sediments drop to
the bottom. Does all this cost money? Defi-
nitely. We are now working on some
grants to help make this happen. Grants
won’t cover engineering studies or admin-
istrative costs to make this all happen.
That is where some of you might help.

The Baird Creek Board started the work of giving money for these
purposes. In 2009 the Board donated $10,000 and in 2010, $7700 so
far. We would like to extend the opportunity to our members to help
us clean up our water. Enclosed is a brochure for your gift. No
amount is too small or too large.

Paul Hartman, Advancement Committee

Al
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Letter From the President

Several members of our Board of Directors have received
comments about the newly paved trail section that extends
from Danz Ave. to the parking lot on Baird Creek Road.

When people seek you out to give you comments it is usually
because they are very pleased or very upset. In‘this case it was
predominantly the latter.. So | thought it would be appropriate to
devote some space to talking about the trail; how it came to be,
.what have we have learned, and where we go from here,

"

A number of comments centered on the total width of the trail and the amount of
vegetation impacted by its route. mm<m3_ major factors influenced %m trails, B&m
and construction.

One of the largest factors impacting route and construction was the source of the
funding for the trail, the Department of Transportation.- DOT funding brings along
with it a large numbet of stipulations about such things as surface material, width, the
minimum allowable radius of a turn, the maximum grade of a hill and the list goes-on:
All of these made'it impossible to just surface one of the trails that already existed ¥
and resulted in some very wide and disturbed sections in the new trail.

A second major influence was the parkway itself. “The creek and the wetlands.in®
the parkway are environmentally sensitive areas and dictate places that the trail can :
not go. Significant portions of the original trail were created by hikers and bikers
with little if any knowledge of or appreciation of these issues.. Because an "official”
trial requires concurrence of the City; County, and DNR and consideration of these
issues, it was again not possible to just surface an existing trail:

’ ! e
While the trail project is even older, the Baird Creek Preservation Foundation started a
dialogue with the city about the trail around four years ago.  This was The Foundation’s
first real attempt to work with the City. to influence a project.” We were naive about the
amount of effort that would be required to get the trail we envisioned.: We envisioned a
“nature” trail and one would be hard pressed to describe the new trail as a "nature” trail

We are disappointed in several aspects of the trail but we have learned a lot about
what it will take to develop a comprehensive trail system in the parkway. Future trails
willirequire that a balance be struck between preservation of the natural areas of the
park and development of the park as a public place. :The more the city sees us as
legitimately representing the ncc__o_ the more impact we can have.

The new trail provides. us <s§ an opportunity help restore the trail edge and create
sustainable points of access to the creek. If you feel strongly about the trails,
consider volunteering to become part of our trails committee.

hé

%&\&\ Hemalneel

Membership Appeal

Thank you to all of our donors and volunteers over the last year, With your
donations, we have been able to eradicate thousands of invasive species
plants, we are close to purchasing many acres of beautiful and stategically
located land and we have planted 120 new trees in the Parkway. But our
work is not complete. The battle with invasive species will continue in 2010,
and we'll need volunteers and equipment to handle it. We also need to
better understand not only the extent of the water quality problems in Baird
Creel, but also the source(s). The erosion problems in the Parkway will only
get worse as time goes by, unless we are able to fix them. And finally, we
need to provide adequate staff and support to achieve the goals laid out in
our Master Plan (available online at www.bairdcreek.org).

« Anticipated activities for the next year include:
» Invasive Plant Eradicaton

* Prairie Restoration

s Trail Planning and Improvements

+  Signage

*  Erosion Control

*  Waterflow Modeling

* Land Purchase

We estimate these activities will cost $80,000-$100,000 (not including
the cost of any land purchased). Your generous assistance is appreciated.
Please use the attached form or contact us at execdirector@bairdcreek.org
or (920) 328-3508,

Please circle your desired membership level:

Member $35 Pathfinder $100 Trailblazer $500 Greenway Voyager $1000

Name:

Address:

Email:

Additional donation:

Total enclosed amount:
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East River Trail Information and Updates

The East River Trail Connection will bridge the gap between Joannes Park and the
Fox River Trail through the historic Olde Main Street District. - The first steps have
already been taken. Now it's time to roll out the first draft of the plan and make the
trail a reality!

This "missing link” will cennect the urban environment to the natural beauty of our
City Parks and the East River. The trail will offer a safe area to enjoy recreational
activities or to just get from place to place. Everyone can enjoy the traill

Planning for the trail connection is in the early stages. Many local people are
working on the project including neighborhood associations, business people,
trails advocates, the City of Green Bay, and Olde Main Street Inc. The trail would
eventually become part of the City of Green Bay Parks system, and funding for this
project would be sought through grants and public/private partnerships. But before
taking the next steps, we would like your input and support.

The Vision

This connection will benefit the entire regional trail system, but will especially
become an asset to neighboring homes and businesses. The success of the Fox
River Recreational Trail offers a shining local example of the positive impacts of new
irails — enhanced property values, enhanced health and wellness opportunities,
economic development, and neighborhood stabilization. But the East River corridor
is unique from the Fox River in many ways, and holds the potential to enhance the
vibrant urban environment of Olde Main Street and the Three Corners, Downtown,
Joannes and Navarino Neighborhoods. ,

If you have any questions or would like to volunteer or support this exciting
project for our community, please feel free to contact Crystal Osman at crystal@
downtowngreenbay.com or call 920.437.1824.

Refore

After

a

m AriStreet Festivities

On the weekend of August 28-29th, 2010 the Baird Creek Preservation Foundation
hosted an informational booth at ArtStreet in downtown Green Bay for the 12th
straight year. With maps and photos of the Greenway and event information about
the Parkway, our booth is always a popular destination. Our booth allows us to make
connections with many residents of the area. Visitors to the booth learned about

our upcoming hikes and had the opportunity to sign up to receive further information
about volunteer activities in which they could participate. There were a lot of
questions and some very strong opinions expressed about the trail work taking place
west of [-43.

Baird Creek t-shirts and hiking sticks were also sold. The hiking sticks were made
from either beaver carved sticks or invasive plants such as buckthorn or prickly ash.
Participating in ArtStreet has become an annual tradition that serves to rejuvenate
our Board of Directors as well as community members that visit the Parkway. Thanks
to all who stopped by!



