Trout Stream Classification Checklist revisea 7/2012)

(This checklist should be completed and accompany any frout stream classification
changes, Cheok the items as applopxiate and attach comments if desired.)

Stream name: .
Lrile lmm\o'e,“c» Roiyes |
(if stream is known by anotlier nanie plensde list both names ‘with the more

common name first)

County: (Pl AVNSZ WBIC: 2447100

Define the portion of the stream to be classified, Please provide both a
written desctiption and the coordinate locations of the upstrearn and
downstream begloning and end points,

All

This wiiten description should reference petmanent, unambiguous
landmarks that would allow & person unfamiliar with the area to locate the
points (e.g., dams, road crogsings, stleam confluences, county lines, section,

lines, township lines)
Please provide coordinate locations In one of thiee formats:
Tongitude/Latitude (Degress, Minufes, Secoids): 89° 41' 28,7" W , 44° 55' 14,0 N

Longitude/Latitude (Deciinal Degreos): -89,691332, 44.920576 -
WIMDOI (easting and noxibing in melors): 544361, 494173

“Upstream point coordinates;__ ~ 92, 546913 44, 4806 107

Downstreat point coordinates: - 92 , 514 669 24 622340

Classification proposed Class 1]
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l/ Fish suevey (including relative abundance, Jength. disteibution, and age
steuicture) and habifat survey completed o water to be clagsified

Survey on file at what location ﬂ alaon r

v/ 7 'Water leader has consulted with other Water Division Buteaus,
especially for class 111 waters, e
Date f-{9-13 ‘3&»1\% ema) lo~19%" i3

‘/ Public nofice published in local newspaper or other :media
Date -j5=15 . ... .

- oy N L A
Notice sent to all cletks of the county, town, city, or village in which
the stream is located
Date.T-14+/3

/ vy
" Notice sent to legislators in the affected districts et
Date 7+-/4-13

/ Notice sent to chaupel sons of legislative commitfees with jurisdiction
fot natural resources issues

Date’7-/£-/3
. " No heating i'equested 30 days afier public notice

Hearing requested, held, and classification recommended
Date

Sigfled Authm ot ChecldlsL 7 &Zﬁ"_/g 2/«’/00/ Date & 7/5/3
Tish ’I‘eam Supelwsoz {W WM Date g( { 52(?0 3
Water Leader (—>§z~» /Z%,L" . Date ,?‘/'; /2°/ 7
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Stream Classification Report
LITTLE TRIMBELLE CREEK

N FIRRGE WBIC: 2447100
. Pierce County
' Trenton and Trimbelle Twp.
Category 4 Trout Fishing Regulation
L, Class II Trout Stream

STREAM DESCRIPTION:

Length: 5.3 miles with 5.3 miles of Class II trout water.
Mean Stream Width: 5, 7m

Gradient: 25.5 fi/mi

Base Flow Stream Discharge: 0.13cms

Stream Character; Coldwater

Stream Order: 3

Habitat Rating: Fair at St. I & 3 (2005)

IBI Rating: Good at St. 2 (2012)

Ecoregion: Driftless Area

STOCKING RECORDS: Brook trout fingerling were stocked
annually from 1975 to 1996, and feral brook trout fingerling from
1997 10 2001.

LITTLE TRIMBELLE CREEK is a small spring-fed tributary to
the Trimbelle River. Its headwaters begin near the City of Ells-
worth it central Pierce County. It then flows southwest to the
Trimbelle River just north of STH 35. The Little Trimbelle is a
coulee type stream with significant flooding problems because of
steep hills in the watershed.

Fish habitat ratings in 2005 were Fair at Stations 1 and 3. Bank
erosion is moderate and substrate consists of fine sediments inter-
spersed with cobble and gravel . There often is a lack of suitable
cover for aduli and quality size trout,

Little Trimbelle Creek has numerous unnamed intermittent streams
entering along its length.

FISHERY:;

Early surveys (1973) did not find trout in Little Trimbelle Creek
and it was considered a marginal forage species stream, Severe
flooding and poor land use practices had degraded the stream and
made trout survival difficult. Brook trout fingerling were stocked
annually in the Little Trimbelie beginning in 1975, Brown trout
stocking records are absent, Either some of the Trimbelle River
quotas were stocked in the Little Trimbelle River or browns migrat-
ed into the Little Trimbelle. By the mid-nineties, brook and brown
trout survival increased to produce several year classes and strong
natural reproduction became evident. Stocking was eliminated by
2002. Self-sustaining populations of both brook and brown trout
were found at all stations surveyed in 2012 (Table 1). Brown trout
dominated the lower reaches and brook frout were dominant in the
headwaters (Station 4). Brown trout were found from 2.4 to 12.4
inches. Brook trout were found from 2.8 to 10.2 inches (Figwee 1).
Both trout species had multiple year classes present. Brook trout
had moderate reproduction, while brown trout showed abundant
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reproduction. Legal size (8”-+) brook trout had low abundance at Station 2, moderate abundance at Station 1 and
high abundance at Station 4. Legal browns (127+) were in low abundance at all sites, Adult and quality size fish
habitat is limited in parts of the stream.

The only other species beside trout that was sampled in Little Trimbelle was one brook stickleback (Table 2). The
Coldwater Index of Biotic Integrity {IBI) rating at Station 2 was Good, Healthy cold water streams generally have
very few species in them, with the majority of individuals being frout. The high proportion of nont-native frout
{browns) are what prevent the Little Trimbelle from achieving an Excellent IBI score.

FUTURE MANAGEMENT:

Little Trimbelie Creek is currently classified as Class 11 trout water. Stocking no longer occurs here and the cur-
rent trout population is self-sustaining. Current trout reproduction and densities warrant reclassification of the
Little Trimbelle Creek from Class II to Class 1 brook and brown trout water.

Habitat improvements and addition of in-stream cover would likely be necessary to provide greater numbers of
preferred size trouf. However, the Little Trimbelle is cuirently under private ownership.

Continue to monitor the fishery using wadable coldwater stream survey protocol.




Table 1 Abundance of brook trout and brown trout (number per mile) at four stations on Little Trimbelle Creck.
{-) indicates stations that were not surveyed.

Brook Brown
Year St St.2 St 3 St 4 Year St 1 St 2 St 3 St 4
Juv, Adult] Juv. Aduit] Juv. Adulfj Juv. Adult Juv. Aduit|{Juv. Adult] Juv. Adultf Juv. Adult
1973 0 0} 0 O |0 O} 0 O 1973 0 O 6 o}J0 OO0 O
19741 0 89 |246 6391 0 158 - - 1974 O 0 0 0 0 0 - -
1975 0 0 {392 75| - - - - 1975 0 0 | 0 36| - - - -
19961 0 0 | 158 63 [223 158|141 288 19961158 76 (2294 334 | 24 163} 70 141
2005 © 0 - - | 104 125) - - 2005} 290 400 - - 1326 1189 - -
20121 10 265|122 22| - - |265 644 2012|625 381 |2372 805 - - [138 196

Table 2 Relative abundance of fish species found in Little Trimbelle Creek

Species St 1 St2 St 4
Brook Trout 28 4 79
Brown Trout 103 296 29
Brook Stickleback - 1 -

For more information on Little Trimbelle Creek, you can contact the following per-
sons:

Marty Engel, Senior Fisheries Biologist
Wisconsin DNR

890 Spruce Street
Baldwin, W1 54002

(715) 684-2914 ext. 110

Matt Andre, Fisheries Technician
Wisconsin DNR

890 Spruce Street
Baldwin, WI| 54002

(715) 684-2914 ext. 136






