
 
 

Citizen Resolution # 160822 
                    (For Hearing Officer completion) 

 

Perform Groundwater study at the Brule State Fish 
Hatchery 

  

 

 

The Brule State Fish Hatchery, built on the Little Brule River to provide fingerlings for Lake 
Superior, Lake Michigan and inland lakes and streams, and  VHS (Viral Hemorrrhagic Septicemia) 
was detected in the Great Lakes in 2005, detected in Lake Michigan, Lake Winnebago, Green Bay 
and Lake Superior in tests from 2006 to 2018, and  VHS is a threat to twenty-five (25) freshwater 
fish species in Wisconsin, it is very important that anglers and all users of the water do their part 
by not moving live fish from one water body to another, and  as a Lake Superior tributary, the Brule 
River is part of the Brule State Fish Hatchery and no ground water analysis or study to separate 
the river from the hatchery has been performed in the area of the Brule State Fish Hatchery, and 
there is evidence of natural water (Artesian) available to supply the Brule State Fish Hatchery and 
remove the VHS issue, and  such a study would benefit the State of Wisconsin Hatchery System, 
would benefit and support the Brule State Fish Hatchery for stocking needs of the Great Lakes and 
inland bodies of water.  At the April 11, 2022, Douglas County, Wisconsin Conservation Congr ess 
Spring Conservation Meeting, recommends that the Wisconsin Conservation Congress support 
this initiative that would benefit the Brule State Fish Hatchery and the Wisconsin Hatchery System, 
and present it to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. 
 
Do you support the Wisconsin Conservation Congress work with the DNR and the Natural 
Resources Board to complete a groundwater study at the Brule State Fish Hatchery to 
determine its suitability for use to provide fingerlings with no VHS exposure? 
 
 
Additional Information provided by author: 

 
 
 

Tom Johnson 
8228 East Old Hwy 13 
South Range, WI 54874 
218-591-9158 
johnsontom29@gmail.com 
Douglas County 
 
Resolutions introduced at each Spring Hearing are public documents under Wisconsin's Open Records law [ss. 19.31 -19.39, Wis. 
Stats.] and will be posted online for the public to review. Any personally identifiable information will be available to the public but will 
only be used by the Department for administrative purposes. 

 
 
Please print typed resolution on 8 ½ X 11 white paper (one-sided) and provide the WCC County Chair with TWO 
COPIES at the spring hearing. Only the individual author or designated representative may present the resolution. The 
author or designated representative must be present at the time the resolution is introduced. No more than two resolutions 
may be introduced by any person during the Congress portion of the spring hearings. 
 
Contact one of your local WCC delegates with questions or for assistance with writing your resolution.
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http://dnr.wi.gov/about/wcc/local.html

