
 
 

Citizen Resolution # _710321__________   
                    (For Hearing Officer completion) 

 

Expand the early catch and release season for 
inland trout to include all streams statewide  

  

 

 

Presently, Wisconsin has an early catch and release inland trout season that runs 
from the first Saturday in January through the Friday preceding the first Saturday in 
May. Only artificial lures may be used, and all trout caught must be immediately 
released (the daily bag limit is 0).  
The current early season allows anglers to fish all streams in 46 of Wisconsin’s 72 
counties, the remaining 26 counties have either limited streams open for fishing, or 
in some cases all streams in the county are closed to fishing. The current 
regulations do not allow anglers to take advantage of the early season in all areas 
of the state.  
The complexity of the regulations raises a barrier to entry for new anglers. 
Expanding the inland trout early season to include all designated inland trout 
streams statewide would expand angling opportunities and simplify the current 
regulations. This would not seek to change current exclusions of spring ponds, 
lakes and Great Lakes tributaries to the first impassable barrier.  
Would you support the Conservation Congress working with the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources to expand the inland trout early catch and release 
season to include all designated inland trout streams statewide? 
 
 
 
 

Brandon Schmalz 
1229 Goss Ave 
Menasha, WI 54952 
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Resolutions introduced at each Spring Hearing are public documents under Wisconsin's Open Records law [ss. 19.31-19.39, Wis. 
Stats.] and will be posted online for the public to review. Any personally identifiable information will be available to the public but will 
only be used by the Department for administrative purposes. 

 
 
Please print typed resolution on 8 ½ X 11 white paper (one-sided) and provide the WCC County Chair with TWO 
COPIES at the spring hearing. Only the individual author or designated representative may present the resolution. The 
author or designated representative must be present at the time the resolution is introduced. No more than two resolutions 
may be introduced by any person during the Congress portion of the spring hearings. 
 
Contact one of your local WCC delegates with questions or for assistance with writing your resolution.

http://dnr.wi.gov/about/wcc/local.html

