303(d) Listing Documentation

Waterbody Name: Yellow River

Waterbody ID Code (WBIC): 1352800

County(ies): Clark, Wood and Juneau
Impaired Stream Reach (location and mileage): Entire stream reach 0 – 99 miles 

Type of impairment (water quality standards violations [ex. pH, DO, etc.], not meeting codified use [ex. WWFF should be Cold II], eutrophication, etc.):  

Fecal coliform and fecal strep. bacteria concentrations exceeded 400 per 100 mg/l frequently 

Cause of impairment (ex. temperature, nutrients, sediment, BOD, toxics, etc.):

Fecal coliform and fecal strep. bacteria from nonpoint sources

Source of impairment (ex. point source, nonpoint source, internal load, unknown, etc.):

Nonpoint Sources 

Description of monitoring conducted (including dates, results, quality of data and reports):

Upper Yellow River Appraisal Monitoring Report – January 1993

The appraisal report identified reducing bacteria concentrations as a water resource objective.  The objective is to meet NR 102 water quality standards for Wisconsin Surface waters on flowages and segments of the Yellow River that receive recreational use by reducing bacterial levels to meet the standard: “The membrane filter fecal coliform count may not exceed 200 per 100 ml. as a geometric mean based on not less than 5 samples per month, nor exceed 400 per 100 ml in more than 10% of all sample during any month.

Water quality monitoring completed in 1991 and 1992 indicate bacteria colonies exceed 400 per 100 ml in seven of 34 samples.  Bacteria data collected in 1975 and reported in the appraisal report indicates counts were 33,000 on average for the Yellow River above Rivers Edge County Club.  

Water samples collected from 1981 to 1990 at North Wood County Park beach indicate fecal coliform counts exceeded 400 per 100 ml in two of 31 samples (Wood County Health Dept.). Samples collected at Dexter County Park Beach indicate fecal coliform counts exceeded 400 per 100 ml in two of 32 samples.

Bacteria violations for the Yellow River are based on samples that exceeded 400 colonies per 100 ml.  Samples were not collected five times monthly and a geometric mean was not calculated following criteria identified in NR 102.  The Lower Yellow River was listed on the 303d list for bacteria based on the information collected in the Upper Yellow during the appraisal process.  

Location of supporting data (electronic and hard copy files):

Wausau – DNR Service Center (Hard copy)

Reviewer’s Name:  Mark Hazuga

Date Reviewed:  March 20, 2002

If stream, attach map showing impaired reach
