303(d) Listing Documentation

Waterbody Name: Lake Neshonoc
Waterbody ID Code (WBIC): 1653500

County(ies):  La Crosse

Impaired Stream Reach (location and mileage): 

Lake Neshonoc is an impoundment of the La Crosse River beginning at the La Crosse River dam (river mile 17.9) and continuing upstream for approximately 1.2 miles (river mile 19.1).

Type of impairment (water quality standards violations [ex. pH, DO, etc.], not meeting codified use [ex. WWFF should be Cold II], eutrophication, etc.):

Violations of fecal coliform and pH standards

Eutrophication - nuisance algae blooms

Cause of impairment (ex. temperature, nutrients, sediment, BOD, toxics, etc.):

Nutrients and animal waste

Source of impairment (ex. point source, nonpoint source, internal load, unknown, etc.):

The overwhelming majority of nutrient and bacterial load entering Lake Neshonoc is derived from nonpoint sources. Upstream of Lake Neshonoc the following municipalities have WPDES permits: Bangor, Rockland, Sparta, Fort McCoy. The following businesses have WPDES permits upstream of Lake Neshonoc: Webster Industries, Foremost Farms (Sparta)

Description of monitoring conducted (including dates, results, quality of data and reports):

Lakes Condition Monitoring - 1998 (WDNR) - Monthly water chemistry sampling from April through September using Ambient Lakes Protocol. Summer sampling of surface waters found pH exceedances (>9) on 8 of 13 dates during 1994 and 1998.

The La Crosse County Health Department has monitored Lake Neshonoc since 1970 for fecal coliform levels. Samples are collected by County staff and analyzed at the La Crosse County Health Laboratory. 

Location of supporting data (electronic and hard copy files):

Water chemistry data is available in at the Eau Claire WDNR Service Center. Electronic data can be found on the SLOH web site.

The La Crosse County Health Department has extensive bacteria concentration results.

La Crosse County Fecal Coliform Data Summary 1970 - 1996. (May 1997) Jill Brunstad. This is a summary of all fecal coliform testing done in La Crosse County between 1970 to 1996. Lake Neshonoc data ranges from 1970 to 1996. Copy of this report is at La Crosse WDNR Service Center.

Analysis of the Land Use - Water Quality Relationships in La Crosse County. March 24, 1981. This report contains Lake Neshonoc water chemistry data from 1974 and 1975 conducted by WDNR - Research. 

Reviewer’s Name: Cindy Koperski / La Crosse

Date Reviewed: March 26, 2002

If stream, attach map showing impaired reach
