303(d) Listing Documentation

Waterbody Name: Little Bear Creek

Waterbody ID Code (WBIC): 2048000
County(ies):  Buffalo

Impaired Stream Reach (location and mileage): 0 - 14

Type of impairment (water quality standards violations [ex. pH, DO, etc.], not meeting codified use [ex. WWFF should be Cold II], eutrophication, etc.):

From 1998 list: Existing use is WWFF, potential use is Cold III and codified use is WWSF

From 2001 Basin Report: Existing use is Cold III (7.5 mi.) WWFF (6.5 mi.), potential use is Cold III (7.5 mi.) WWFF (6.5 mi.), and codified use is Cold III (7.5 mi.), WWFF (6.5 mi.).

Cause of impairment (ex. temperature, nutrients, sediment, BOD, toxics, etc.):

Sediment, Habitat, Temperature (from 2001 Basin Report)

Source of impairment (ex. point source, nonpoint source, internal load, unknown, etc.):

General Non-point Source, Cropland Erosion, Flooding, and Stream Bank Erosion (from 2001 Basin Report)

Description of monitoring conducted (including dates, results, quality of data and reports):

Fish and Habitat Sampling 1999 Field Season

See attached excerpt from the 2002 Bear Creek Watershed Comprehensive Surface Water Resource Report
Based on recent fish survey data, 7.1 miles of Little Bear Creek (from CTH F downstream to Little Bear Creek Rd.) now supports a Cold II trout fishery (it is listed in the 2002 Wis.Trout Streams book). We did not find trout in the lower reach of the stream, but some warmwater game fish were found. The codified use is the default (WWSF).  At minimum, I suggest the stream portion that is Cold II be de-listed. Technically, the lower portion is also meeting its codified use of WWSF, so it should also be de-listed.
Location of supporting data (electronic and hard copy files):

Heath Benike's office

Reviewer’s Name: Pat Oldenburg
Date Reviewed: March 25, 2002

If stream, attach map showing impaired reach

