Project Funding Request
Date:  March 16, 2009
Project Title:  Lake St. Croix TMDL Implementation Plan and Plan Coordinator funding
Staff Requestee:  Kathy Bartilson, Ken Schreiber, and Buzz Sorge
Proposed Funding Source: 604(b) Stimulus
Passthrough eligible?:  Possibly:  potential contract and funding partners:  Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA); St. Croix County Planning and Zoning and Land Conservation Departments; St. Croix Basin Water Resources Planning Team; St. Croix River Association; or West Central or Northwest Regional Planning Commissions
Project time period (including completion of deliverables):  October 1, 2009 through June 30, 2011.
Project Description:


Project Objective:


Project Deliverables:

EPA Comment Response

Economic Benefit of the above project:

This project will help retain existing local planning staff for development of the TMDL implementation plan.  Developing the Implementation Plan will help guide local planning agencies in getting projects on the landscape to reduce phosphorus inputs to the basin and work toward the TMDL reduction goal.  
Total cost of proposed project:  $40,000 for Implementation Plan ($20,000/year)
In particular we recommend the development of a project workplan.  Also, are there any more details on partner funding?
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency is funding TMDL Development, and this funding proposal would dovetail with development of the Implementation plan.  The local planning agency receiving the funding will provide support through administrative services (office space, etc).  Other St. Croix Basin Water Resources Planning Team partner agencies will provide staff time to guide Implementation Plan development and technical review.  
Lake St. Croix is proposed for 303(d) listing by both Minnesota and Wisconsin.  MPCA has hired a contractor to write a TMDL plan (basin-wide in both states), and is seeking funding for development of an Implementation Plan.  Funding is being sought through this source to cover Wisconsin’s share of the Implementation Plan development costs.  The TMDL and Implementation Plan are needed to achieve the objectives of the St. Croix Nutrient Reduction Agreement to reduce phosphorus inputs to Lake St. Croix (signed by Wis. DNR and MPCA for both states in 2006).  





Watershed Planning Support:


Based on the TMDL report being developed by October of this year, develop and write an implementation plan that will achieve the Lake St. Croix TMDL goals.


Amend the Area-wide Water Quality Management Plan to include the TMDL limits and goals.





End products:  (see “Project deliverables for more details)


Implementation plan written using DNR and EPA recommended elements and based on stakeholder input.


Area-wide Water Quality Management Plan amendment.








Nutrient addition is the number one threat to the St. Croix Basin and Lake St. Croix.  Developing the TMDL Implementation plan will set the framework for imposing point and non-point controls to stop the eutrophication of Lake St. Croix, as well as improving the main stem, tributaries, and lakes within the basin in both Minnesota and Wisconsin.  

















Lake St. Croix TMDL Implementation Plan, developed with stakeholder input.


Area-wide Water Quality Management Plan amendment.


Mass cap limits for phosphorus to be placed in WPDES permits.


Road map for achieving non-point source reductions needed to achieve the TMDL goals.








10











