Based on Patrick Haye’s email on 7/25/2024, it’s likely they added approximately 15,000 new beetles to their beetle population at Gunlock Lake. Beetle were raised in 2  small mass rearing cages on the wetland edges of the lake. 
I replied to his email to let him know I’d use the text of the email and photos to make this report to add to their PL project. 

From Pat:
 want to update you on our Loosestrife situation on Gunlock Lake (Vilas County).  As I believe you are aware I went out with Cathy Higley on a beetle hunt in mid-June.  That trip provided us with 50 beetles from the Deerskin River north-east of Eagle River.  I then communicated with your NW Wisconsin Coordinator who graciously agreed to provide me with another 100 beetles which I picked up at a DNR Station in Hurley the week after.
All beetles were added to our two cages equally within two days.  The netting was removed in early July just after the 4th by John Paulson who is our AIS guy on the SGLA Board.  Today was the first chance that we had to investigate the results.  The pics attached are evidence that the beetles are doing their job.  This is from within the cage area.  In addition, it was evident that the beetles were doing their job once the netting was removed as the plants outside the cage areas were also showing leaf holes.  HURRAH!
                On our trek out today, in addition to cage inspections by myself and board member Scott Jensen, we also removed flowers from the area surrounding the cages.  We also removed over 500 pounds of plants and root balls from areas beyond the Gunlock Channel into the main lake body.  These were not new sites of plant appearance, but on my check list that I go to each year.  That said there is so much more that needs to be done but so little time this season.  We may try to get more people out to remove more plants if possible, in the next two weeks.
                In closing, while out today I decided to save some of the root balls and see if I could over winter them.  My reason for trying to do this is not that the cages don’t work, but due to our late plant growth in spring, it is difficult to match plant growth with beetle supply.  Truthfully, I feel that we could have waited two more weeks before we placed beetles on plants.  But, would the beetles have been available up here two weeks later?  Doubtful.  I see how other areas show plant decimation using beetles and although I know our beetles were working, it wasn’t enough.
                I haven’t checked the internet yet but do you have any recommendations as to how to over-winter root stock?  Can I just pot them, and then leave them outdoors or is there more to make that work?
 
I saved your e-mail from weeks ago concerning EDDMAPS.  I do want to get in on those postings.  Also, what else should I or could I be doing in data entry that would lighten your load? 
 
Thank you so much for your continued support.
 
Best Regards,
Pat Hayes
 
P. S.  The gentlemen cc’d on this are Shore Sweeps Coordinator and two SGLA Board Members.  All totally supporting our efforts. 
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