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Project Title: Development of Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDL’s) for the Greater Milwaukee Watersheds
 
Project Applicant: Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District
 
Contact Person: Tim Bate, Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District, 260 W. Seeboth Street, Milwaukee, WI 53204; phone: 414.225-2156; fax: 414.221.6801.
 
Project Location (please be as specific as possible):
Lake Michigan Basin
Milwaukee River watershed, Menomonee River watershed, and Kinnickinnic River watershed
 
Problem Statement:
The subject watersheds have experienced significant impairments to fish and wildlife habitat resulting in a degradation of their populations.  Additionally, Cladophora algae blooms and increased beach closings have been shown to have a direct relationship to polluted stormwater runoff.  Development of Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDL’s) for the subject watersheds will provide further insight into the sources of the 303(d) listed pollutants so that further reductions in these pollutant loads can be realized.  The TMDL’s will set the maximum amount of pollutants that a watershed can receive while still meeting water quality standards and will allocate that amount to the pollutant sources.
 
Proposed Work:
This project’s scope of work will be to develop a third-party TMDL for each of these watersheds.  This will be done by performing water quality computer modeling of the watersheds to determine the quantity and quality of pollutants reaching the receiving waterbody.  The results of the third-party TMDL’s will be the load allocations and waste load allocations by pollutant source that must be met to meet the watersheds water quality standards for that pollutant.  Additionally, implementation plans will be developed to identify the steps needed to reach the load allocations and waste load allocations.  The work product from this effort will be unique to the watersheds but the implementation plans for this work will be carried out by/for all of the pollutant sources.  No permits are required to perform this work.

This project will address the following beneficial use impairments: degradation of fish and wildlife populations; eutrophication or undesirable algae; beach closings; degradiation of phytoplankton and zooplankton populations; degradation of aesthetics; and loss of fish and wildlife habitat.

Collaboration with others:  
Collaboration on this effort will include all of the municipalities and land owners on the watersheds.  This work will be coordinated by the Southeastern Wisconsin Watersheds Trust and the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District.
 
Describe what existing plan(s) this work will forward the goals of:
The recently completed “Regional Water Quality Management Plan Update (208 Study)” and the Watershed Restoration Plans for the Kinnickinnic and Menomonee Rivers will be the foundational studies whose results will be quantified by the TMDL development.  The goals of these two studies will be furthered by this effort. 
 
Project Cost:  The approximate cost of this effort is $1,200,000.  Approximately $200,000 of matching funds for this effort will be provided by the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District. 
