Coon Fork Lake Watershed Lake Grant Evaluation
Many watershed projects have been completed across Wisconsin. These projects typically involved working with landowners to voluntarily install conservation best management practices (BMPs) on private lands using taxpayer funding in order to achieve positive impacts on the surrounding stream and lake water quality. Most, if not all, of those watershed projects were successful in reducing the amount of non-point source pollution that entered into and impacted local streams and lakes. In some cases, the immediate water quality improvements were large enough that the positive benefits were quickly and easily determined. In other cases, the water quality improvements were not so easy to determine and time was needed to determine those positive impacts.
The Coon Fork Lake Watershed Project began in 2006 and was closed out in 2010. A DNR Lake Protection Grant provided funding for the implementation of conservation best management practices. Seven different farms participated in the project and many more demonstrated interest in participating, but did not follow up on that past opportunity. The Clark County Land Conservation Department has followed up with many of those past participants to determine if the installed practices are being maintained and/or if further practices should be implemented to improve the local water quality. Furthermore, many landowners are interested in water quality monitoring information that could quantify the level of water quality improvement in the Coon Fork Lake Watershed.
In 2011, The Clark County Land Conservation Department, in conjunction with the other conservation departments (Jackson and Eau Claire County) that assisted with the DNR Lake Protection Grant implementation would like to follow up with landowners in the Coon Fork Lake watershed to determine the following:

1. Did the implemented BMP projects have a positive impact on water quality?
2. How much of a positive impact occurred due to conservation BMPs being implemented?
3. Are there any other farmstead areas that could be contributing nutrients to surface and/or groundwater? If so, where are they and what BMPs could be implemented?

4. Are there any other crop fields that could be contributing nutrients to surface and/or groundwater? If so, what is the Phosphorus Index (PI) and what BMPs could be implemented to lower the PI?

The above activities will be accomplished with the assistance of an intern or interns. An intern would work one-on-one with landowners in the watershed, review the installed BMPs, and inventory and monitor the PI of the crop fields and other areas that may contribute nutrients into the tributaries of Coon Fork Lake. The focus of the intern’s activities would be soil sampling, SNAP Plus modeling for PI, development and review and update of new and existing farm nutrient management plans.
This additional information will be valuable in defining the next steps to take in the watershed to improve water quality, if the inventorying and monitoring demonstrate that further activities are needed. The data could also be used to support grant applications seeking to leverage more funding for the implementation of conservation BMPs.
A final report will be prepared which will assess the value of the BMP’s implemented with the lake protection grant LPT – 293 – 06.  The final report will provide a GIS base map of existing PI values across the watershed and identify land management needs to further improve water quality.
