
August 31, 2020

Jeremy Mitchell
Hydrogeologist
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
2984 Shawano Avenue
Green Bay, WI 54313

Re: Limited Site Investigation Report for Midwest Plating Corp Site, BRRTS #02-45-191769;  
OMNNI Project No. R3000279

Dear Mr. Mitchell:

OMNNI Associates, a Westwood company (OMNNI), on behalf of the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources (WDNR), executed the proposal dated July 14, 2020.  This Limited Site Investigation Report 
summarizes the site activities associated with the soil sampling at the adjoining property located at 713 South 
Mason Street, Appleton, Wisconsin (Site).  The Limited Site Investigation consisted of direct-push soil borings 
and soil sample collection.  The following is a summary of the work performed by OMNNI to date.

Introduction

The Site is located in the NE ¼ of the NW ¼ of section 34, T21N, R17E, Outagamie County, Wisconsin (reference 
Figure 1 – Location Map, attached).  The Site is located within the City of Appleton, Wisconsin, in a mixed 
commercial/residential area (reference Figure 2 – 8/4/2020 Soil Sample Locations, attached).  The Site is 
bordered to the north by the Former Midwest Plating Corporation and a residential property.  The Site is 
bordered to the east by Mason Street followed by residential properties.  The Site is bordered to the south by 
residential properties.  The Site is bordered to the west by a commercial property.

The Site is irregularly shaped and 0.59-acres in size.  The Site is owned by Mr. Garrett Griswold and is zoned 
Single-Family District (R1B).  The Site currently consists of a residential property with a grassed yard, and woods 
along the western side of the property (reference Figure 2 – 8/4/2020 Soil Sample Locations, attached).

The Site is located in an area where manufacturing operations existed north of the Site on the Midwest Plating 
property.  The operations at Midwest Plating consisted of chromium plating and operated on the property since 
1973.  OMNNI previous was involved with investigations and interim remedial activities on the Midwest Plating 
and adjoining properties.  The recent sampling activities were performed to assist the WDNR with identifying 
potential chromium and hexavalent chromium contamination on the Site from the Midwest Plating Corporations 
operations.  

Investigative Efforts

Based on conversations with the WDNR and the historical investigative activities at the Midwest Plating Corp 
property, OMNNI was requested to install soil borings on the adjoining property and collect soil samples for 
chromium and hexavalent chromium analysis to assess the potential impacts at the Site.  
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On August 4, 2020 OMNNI staff arrived onsite to collect soil samples.  OMNNI supervised the installation of 
seven (7) soil borings to a depth of five (5) feet below ground surface (bgs).  Two soil samples were to be 
collected from each soil boring for laboratory analysis.  

Soil:

Soil borings WW1 through WW7 generally consisted of approximately eight (8) to twelve (12) inches of silty sand 
with organics classified as topsoil, followed by silty clay, and silty sand to the maximum depth explored 
(reference Soil Boring Logs, attached).  Two soil samples were collected from each soil boring at intervals of one 
(1) foot bgs and three (3) feet bgs.  An additional soil sample was collected from soil boring WW4 from a depth 
of two to two and a half (2-2.5) feet bgs based on field observations in the soil.  Soil samples were submitted to 
Synergy Environmental Lab for chromium and hexavalent chromium analysis.  Soil analytical results from the 
Limited Site Investigation are summarized below.

Chromium

Chromium in soil sample WW6-2 (57.1 milligrams per kilogram (mg/kg)) was detected exceeding the Wisconsin 
Administrative Code (WAC) NR 720 Background Threshold Value (BTV) for Chromium, however the 
concentration detected is below the WAC NR 720 Soil-to-Groundwater Pathway.  Chromium was detected in the 
remaining soil samples collected, however the concentrations detected were below the WAC NR 720 BTVs 
(reference Table 1 – Soil Analytical Results Table, attached).

Hexavalent Chromium

Hexavalent chromium was not detected in any of the soil samples submitted above laboratory detection levels 
(reference Table 1 – Soil Analytical Results Table, attached).

Conclusions and Recommendations:

The Limited Site Investigation was intended to identify if off-site chromium and hexavalent chromium 
contamination from the Midwest Plating property extended onto the Site.  The soil analytical results indicate the 
chromium and hexavalent chromium concentrations are below the WAC NR 720 Non-Industrial Direct Contact 
Residual Contaminant Levels (RCLs) and the Soil-to-Groundwater Pathway RCLs.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me by email at brian.wayner@omnni.com or by phone at 
(920) 830-6141.

Sincerely,

Brian D. Wayner, P.E.
Environmental Manager

Attachments: Figure 1 – Site Location Map
Figure 2 – 8/4/2020 Soil Sample Locations
Table 1 – Soil Analytical Results Table
Soil Boring Logs
Laboratory Analytical Results and Chain of Custody
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Midwest Plating Corp (Former)
Table 1 - Soil Analytical Results Table
Detected RCRA Metals and Other Tested Compounds (mg/kg)

Chemical Name So
lid

s P
er

ce
nt

Ch
ro

m
iu

m
, T

ot
al

Ch
ro

m
iu

m
, H

ex
av

al
en

t

Non-Industrial Direct Contact RCL 0.301
Industrial Direct Contact RCL 6.36
Soil-to-Groundwater Pathway RCL 360000
Background Threshold Value (BTV) 43.5

Sample Depth Date _SolidsPct 7440-47-3 18540-29-9

WW1-1 1' 8/4/2020 84 37.1 < 0.64
WW1-2 3' 8/4/2020 86.6 21.4 < 0.64
WW2-1 1' 8/4/2020 85.1 34.4 < 0.64
WW2-2 3' 8/4/2020 87.9 18.7 < 0.64
WW3-1 1' 8/4/2020 83.8 36.5 < 0.64
WW3-2 3' 8/4/2020 84.2 30.4 < 0.64
WW4-1 1' 8/4/2020 87.2 27.1 < 0.64
WW4-2 3' 8/4/2020 83 42.9 < 0.64
WW4-3 2-2.5' 8/4/2020 85.8 23.7 < 0.64
WW5-1 1' 8/4/2020 86.4 27.7 < 0.64
WW5-2 3' 8/4/2020 91.4 37.3 < 0.64
WW6-1 1' 8/4/2020 87.4 25.3 < 0.64
WW6-2 3' 8/4/2020 81.8 57.1 < 0.64
WW7-1 1' 8/4/2020 87.4 22.9 < 0.64
WW7-2 3' 8/4/2020 86.2 18 < 0.64

11/20/2018 State of Wisconsin Soil Residual Contaminant Levels (RCL) were used. Detects with no exceedances above RCLs

RCL = residual contaminant level. Non-Industrial DC RCL exceedance

J = Analyte detected between the limit of detection and limit of quantitation. Industrial DC RCL exceedance

mg/kg = milligrams per kilogram Soil-to-Groundwater Pathway RCL exceedance
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