
  

  

 

              
             

            
              

   

  
 

 

 

      

      

   

 

 

   

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

    

     

       
 

  

  

 

 

  

OLEM 9355.1-119 February 2018 

Pre-CERCLA Screening Checklist/DecisionForm 

This form is used in conjunction with a site map and any additional information required by the EPA Region to 
document completion of a Pre-CERCLA Screening (PCS). The form includes a decision on whether a site should 
be added to the Superfund program’s active site inventory for further investigation. This checklist replaces 
Attachment A in the December 2016 PCS Guidance document. A current version of the PCS checklist and 
additional information is available at: https://www.epa.gov/superfund/pre-cercla-screening. 

Region: State/Territory: Tribe: 

EPA ID No. (If Available) 
Site Name: 

Other Site 
Name(s): 

Site Location: 
(Street) 

Congressional
     District 

(City) (State/Terr.) (County) (Zip+4) (No Zip 
Available) 

If no street address is available:  

Checklist Preparer: 
(Township-Range) (Section) 

(Name / Title) (Date) 

(Organization) (Phone) 

(Street) e-Mail 
-

(City) (State/Terr.) (County) (Zip+4) 

Site Contact Info/Mailing Address:   

CERCLA 105d Petition for Preliminary Assessment? If Yes, Petition Date (mm/dd/yyyy): 

If Yes, RCRA Info Handler ID #: RCRA Subtitle C Site Status: Is site in RCRA Info? 

Ownership Type: Additional RCRA Info ID #(s): 

Site Type:  State ID #(s): 

Other ID #(s): Site Sub-Type:  

Federal Facility? Federal Facility Owner: 

Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDS)? 

Federal Facility Docket? If Yes, FF Docket Listing Date (mm/dd/yyyy): 

Federal Facility Docket Reporting Mechanism: 

Native American Interest? If Yes, list Tribe: 

Additional Tribe (s): 

Additional Tribe (s): 

PRE-CERCLA SCREENING CHECKLIST/DECISION FORM 1 

https://www.epa.gov/superfund/pre-cercla-screening
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Site Description 

Use this section to briefly describe site background and conditions if known or (easily) available, such as: 
operational history; physical setting and land use; site surface description, soils, geology and hydrogeology; 
source and waste characteristics; hazardous substances/contaminants of concern; historical releases, 
previous investigations and cleanup activities; previous regulatory actions, including permitting and 
enforcement actions; institutional controls; and community interest. 

Geospatial Information 

Latitude: Longitude: 
Decimal Degree North (e.g., 38.859156) 

Provide 4 significant digits at a minimum, more if your collection method generates them. 

Except for certain territories in the Pacific Ocean, all sites in U.S. states and territories are located within the northern and 
western hemispheres and will have a positive latitude sign and negative longitude sign. Coordinate signs displayed above are 
based on the State/Territory entry on page A-1. Geospatial data tips from the PCS Guidance document are available here. 

PointDescription:Select the option below that best represents the site 
point for future reference and to distinguish it from any nearby sites. 
See additional information here. 

Geocoded (address-matched) Site Address  
Site Entrance (approximate center of curb-cut) 
Approximate Center of Site 
Other Distinguishing Site Feature (briefly describe): 

Point Collection Method: Check the method used to collect the coordinates 
above and enter the date of collection. See additional information here. 

Online Map Interpolation  
GPS (handheld, smartphone, other device or technology with 
accuracy range 25 meters) 

 GPS Other (accuracy range is ≥ 25 meters or unspecified) 
Address Matching: Urban  
Address Matching: Rural 
Other Method (briefly describe below): 

Collection Date (mm/dd/yyyy): 

PRE-CERCLA SCREENING CHECKLIST/DECISION FORM 

POINT-SELECTION CONSIDERATIONS 

Often the best point is a feature 
associated with the environmental 
release or that identifies the site 
visually. 

Use the curb cut of the entrance to the 
site if there is a clear primary entrance 
and it is a good identifier for the 
overall location. 

The approximate center of the site (a 
guess at the centroid) is useful for 
large-area sites or where there are no 
appropriate distinguishing features. 

Use the geocoded address if that is 
the only or best option available, but if 
possible use something more 
representative for sites larger than 50 
acres. 
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Complete this checklist to help determine if a site should be added to the Superfund 
Active site inventory. See Section 3.6 of the PCS guidance for additional information. YES NO Unknown 

1. An initial search for the site in EPA’s Superfund active, archive and non-site 
inventories should be performed prior to starting a PCS. Is this a new site that does 
not already exist in these site inventories? 

2. Is there evidence of an actual release or a potential to release? 

3. Are there possible targets that could be impacted by a release of contamination at 
the site? 

4. Is there documentation indicating that a target has been exposed to a hazardous 
substance released from the site? 

5. Is the release of a naturally occurring substance in its unaltered form, or is it 
altered solely through naturally occurring processes or phenomena, from a location 
where it is naturally found? 

6. Is the release from products which are part of the structure of, and result in 
exposure within, residential buildings or business or community structures? 

7. If there has been a release into a public or private drinking water supply, is it due to 
deterioration of the system through ordinary use? 

8. Are the hazardous substances possibly released at the site, or is the release itself, 
excluded from being addressed under CERCLA? 

9. Is the site being addressed under RCRA corrective action or by the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission? 

10. Is another federal, state, tribe or local government environmental cleanup program 
other than site assessment actively involved with the site (e.g., state voluntary 
cleanup program)? 

11. Is there sufficient documentation or evidence that demonstrates there is no 
likelihood of a significant release that could cause adverse environmental or 
human health impacts? 

12. Are there other site-specific situations or factors that warrant further CERCLA 
remedial/integrated assessment or response? 

PRE-CERCLA SCREENING CHECKLIST/DECISION FORM 3 
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Preparer’s Recommendation: Add site to the Superfund Active site inventory. 

Do not add site to the Superfund Active site inventory. 

Please explain recommendation below: 

PCS Summary and Decision Rationale 

Use this section to summarize PCS findings and support the decision to add or not add the site to the 
Superfund active site inventory for further investigation. Information does not need to be specific but, where 
known, can include key factors such as source and waste characteristics (e.g., drums, contaminated soil); 
evidence of release or potential release; threatened targets (e.g., drinking water wells); key sampling results (if 
available); CERCLA eligibility; involvement of other cleanup programs; and other supporting factors. Attach 
additional pages as necessary. 

Checklist Preparer Name Checklist Preparer Organization 

EPA Regional Review and Pre-CERCLA Screening Decision 

Add site to the Superfund active site inventory for completion of a: 
Standard/full preliminary assessment (PA) 
Abbreviated preliminary assessment (APA) 
Combined preliminary assessment/site inspection (PA/SI) 
Inegrated removal assessment and preliminary assessment 
Integrated removal assessment and combined PA/SI 
Other: 

Do not add site to the Superfund active site inventory. Site is: 

Not a valid site or incident 
Being addressed by EPA’s removal program 
Being addressed by a state cleanup program 
Being addressed by a tribal cleanup program 
Being addressed under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
 Being addressed by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Other: 

Date 

Optional - PrintnameofEPASiteAssessormaking thisdecision: 

EPA Regional Approval: (Enter 
Date and then click this box to Date 
initiate digital signature stamp) 

PRE-CERCLA SCREENING CHECKLIST/DECISION FORM 4 
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Site Description 
(All text as entered on page A-2) 

PRE-CERCLA SCREENING CHECKLIST/DECISION FORM 5 
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PCS Summary and Decision Rationale 
(All text as entered on page A-4) 

PRE-CERCLA SCREENING CHECKLIST/DECISION FORM 6 


	Pre-CERCLA Screening Checklist/Decision Form
	Geospatial Information
	Checklist to help determine if site should be added to Superfund Active inventory
	Site Description
	PCS Summary and Decision Rationale

	Site Name: BADGER LEASE AND AUTO SALES INC.
	Other Site Name 1: 
	Other Site Name 2: 
	Congressional District: 5
	Site Location City: WEST ALLIS
	Site Location Township-Range: 
	Site Location Section: 
	Checklist Preparer Name-Title: Stephen D. Mueller / Hydrogeologist
	Checklist Preparer Date: 09/22/2021
	Checklist Preparer Organization: Wisconsin Deaprtment of Natural Resources
	Checklist Preparer Phone: (414) 391-7122
	Checklist Preparer Street: 1027 W. St. Paul Avenue
	Checklist Preparer Email: StephenD.Mueller@Wisconsin.gov
	Checklist Preparer City: Milwaukee
	Ownership Type: [Private ]
	site_type: [Other]
	site_subtype: [Dry-Cleaning Operations]
	Federal Facility: [No]
	If Yes FF Docket Listing Date mmddyyyy: 
	Native American Interest?: [No]
	Latitude: 43.01620
	Longitude: 88.03196
	Point Description: Approximate Center of Site
	Other Distinguishing Site Feature: 
	Point Collection Method: Online Map Interpolation
	Other Point Method: 
	Collection Date: 09/22/2021
	Does not exist in site inventory?: Yes
	Evidence of Release?: Yes
	Possible Targets?: Yes
	Documentation of exposure?: No
	Release substance where naturally found?: No
	Release substance from and within building?: No
	Release due to deterioration through ordinary use?: No
	Release substance excluded from being addressed in CERCLA?: No
	Does EPA require the site be addressed under RCRA CA or NRC?: No
	Is another entitiy involved with the site?: Yes
	Is there sufficient documentation of no adverse impacts?: No
	Other factors that warrant CERLCA assessment or response?: Unknown
	Site Assessor Signature Date: 09/22/2021
	Add Site Completion Other: 
	Do Not Add Site Other: 
	Federal Facility Docket?: [No]
	CERCLA 105d Petition?: [No]
	In RCRAInfo?: [No]
	EPA ID No: 
	Checklist Preparer State/Territory: [WI]
	region: [5]
	Add or Do Not Add site: ADD_PA
	state_terr: [WI]
	Site Location Zip: 53214
	Checklist Preparer Zip: 53233
	Checklist Preparer Zip-4: 
	Site Description: Badger Lease and Auto Sales (BLAS) occupies a 0.176-acre property in a mixed residential-commercial area in the north-central portion of the City of West Allis, Milwaukee County, Wisconsin (Figures 1 &2). The facility currently leases and/or sells used automobiles and light trucks. The property includes an ~2,000 square foot, one-story commercial building and an asphalt parking lot. During the 1960s, the facility was a gasoline service station with two dispenser islands and two 2,000-gallon underground storage tanks that were reportedly removed in 1995 and registered in December 1998 as closed/removed. During the 1970s, the facility was a dry cleaning operation that reportedly used tetrachloroethene (PCE). The dry cleaning units were located in the south-central portion of the building. Petroleum and PCE contamination were detected during a closure assessment of the USTs and reported to the WDNR in October 1995. Consequently, multiple phases of site investigation were undertaken under Wisconsin’s PECFA (petroleum tanks) and DERP (dry cleaners) programs between 1995 and 2017. No remediation has been conducted to date; groundwater sampling included analysis of monitored natural attenuation (MNA) parameters in 1996. The site went through a period of stepped enforcement by the WDNR during mid-2012 due to non-compliance with state environmental law, but quickly returned to compliance. 



To date, 23 soil borings have been advanced and sampled at the site. Seventeen of the borings were completed with temporary (6) or permanent (11) groundwater monitoring wells screened across the shallow water table and two borings were completed with permanent piezometers screened at depths below the water table. Borehole logs for the wells were never submitted to the WDNR and the permanent wells have only been sampled two to five times since 1996. Therefore, shallow on-site  groundwater contaminant concentration and flow data and presentation and discussion of the data are limited. Based on the information that is available in the case file, the BLAS site is underlain by primarily clay with some interbeds of fine- to medium-grained sand. An historical well log for the northeast corner of S. 96th St and W. Greenfield Ave. (diagonally across from the BLAS site) logs 13 feet of red clay over blue clay to 152 feet bgs, with a 15-foot sand unit at 79-94 feet bgs and 12 feet of “hard pan” above limestone (probably dolomite) bedrock at 165 feet bgs. Groundwater is encountered between four and nine feet below ground surface (bgs) and flows eastward in the direction of decreasing topography. In addition, Honey Creek, which is ~0.9 mile to the east, drains the area and flows northward through an underground culvert system, although underground utility trenches and other structures may locally influence groundwater flow. 



Based on the limited groundwater analytical and flow data, a plume of petroleum volatile organic compounds (PVOCs) extends eastward less than 100 feet from the former leaking UST basin in the northeast quadrant of the BLAS property, while a V-shaped plume of chlorinated VOCs (CVOCs) appears to originate from two separated areas and converges and extends off-site at the southeast quadrant of the BLAS property. The CVOC plume, which includes trichloroethylene (TCE), cis-1,2-dichloroethene (cis-DCE) and vinyl chloride in addition to PCE, appears to originate from the former dry cleaning units at the south side of the property and from the north side of the property (Figure 3). The extent of the CVOC plume into the residential neighborhood to the south and southeast of the BLAS property, as well as the commercial properties to the east, has not been determined. 


	PCS Summary and Decision Rationale Summary: CVOC concentrations in groundwater remained elevated as of the last monitoring event in November 2016. PCE ranged up to 5,500 ug/L, while associated breakdown products TCE ranged up 2,740 ug/L, cis-DCE to 2,690 ug/L and VC to 370 ug/L, with the highest documented concentrations generally off property to the east of the BLAS building. 



The Subsurface Intrusion (SsI) component of the Soil Exposure-Subsurface Intrusion (SESI) Pathway is the primary pathway of concern at the Badger Lease & Auto Sales site, due to elevated concentrations of volatile chlorinated solvents in shallow groundwater that may extend beneath a nearby residential neighborhood. The Groundwater Pathway is of secondary but lesser concern, because West Allis and many of the communities surrounding the BLAS site receive their potable water from Lake Michigan via the City of Milwaukee Water Works. The communities within 4 miles of the site that obtain their potable water from groundwater aquifers are all located 1.8 miles or more to the west and upgradient (to regional and local groundwater flow) from the site. 



The BLAS site is not suspected of posing a threat to the Surface Water Pathway because any contaminated groundwater that might seep into local storm sewers would likely quickly dilute and degrade upon discharging into the local creek (Honey Creek) and downstream rivers (Menomonee River, then Milwaukee River) before entering Lake Michigan. Furthermore, CVOCs do not bioaccumulate in fish and other aquatic human food chain organisms and the concentrations exhibited in groundwater are unlikely to impact sensitive environments (shoreline wetlands) or reach the nearest potable water intake, which is approximately 13-14 miles downstream of the BLAS site and 3-4 miles out into Lake Michigan. Lastly, the BLAS property is almost entirely covered by the building and parking lot; therefore, the Soil Exposure Pathway and Air Pathway are not suspected of posing a significant  threat to human health and the environment. There is a small grassy portion of the BLAS property south of the building that could pose a threat to the immediate neighbor to the south, if shallow soil contamination exists; however, aerial photographs do not show disturbed ground or distressed lawn in that area. 


	Site Location Zip-4: 2602
	Tribe: [ ]
	FUDS: [No]
	No Zip Available: Off
	FF Docket Reporting Mechanism: [(Make selection)]
	Trigger: 
	Preparers Organization: [State staff/State contractor]
	Site Contact InfoMailing Address: Christine Vernon
	Site Contact InfoMailing Address 2: 9601 W. Greenfield Ave., West Allis, WI 53214-2602
	If Yes Petition Date mmddyyyy: 
	If Yes RCRAInfo Handler ID: 
	Additional RCRAInfo ID s: 
	State ID s: 
	Other ID s: 
	FF Owner: [(Make selection)]
	Site Location Street: 9601 W. Greenfield Avenue
	PreparersRecommendation: ADD
	Additional Tribe 1: [(Make Selection)]
	Additional Tribe 2: [(Make Selection)]
	SiteAssessor: Stephen D. (Steve) Mueller
	Site_Location_County: [MILWAUKEE]
	Checklist_Preparer_County: [MILWAUKEE]
	EPA Regional Site Assessor Name: Chrystal Brantley
		2021-10-07T13:35:19-0500
	Brantley, Chrystal


	EPA Regional Approval Sig Date: 10/07/2021


