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State of Wisconsin \ DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
Carroll D. Bessdny 

Secretary 

BOX 7921 
MADISON, WISCONSIN 53707 

4190 

Mr . Dona ld L entz 
L en t z  Fert iliz er , Inc . 
Rou t e  2 
M enomon ie, WI 5 475 1 

Dear Mr . L entz : 

CERTIFIED MAIL File Ref: 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

You h av e  fa iled to com p ly w ith th e t erms of Sp ec ial Ord er #2A-84-
1245 ,  iss u ed to you by t h e  Depar tment of Natura l Resourc es . You hav e 
failed to com p ly w ith th e fo llowing t erms : 

1.  That you remo v e  and p rop er ly d ispos e o f  the dra in t ile and 
contam inat ed so ils as id ent ified in th e March 12 , 1985 and 
Nov emb er 7, 1985 r eports of Twin City Testing and So il 
Exp lorat ion Co . 

2 .  That you insta ll approved t emporary f ilt er ing d ev ic es on a ll 
privat e wat er s upp lies a s  a t emporary m easure wh ile a p ermanent 
r ep lac em ent is found . 

3 .  That you provid e  th e Departm ent with a p lan of corr ect ive act ion 
to r estore the contamina t ed  g roundwa t er by Nov emb er 19, 1985 . 

Pursuant to t h e  pro v is ions of Sect ion 144. 98 , Stat s ., t h e  Departm ent 
is immediat ely ref erring t h e  matt er to t h e  Offic e  of t h e  Attorney 
Gen era l for furth er lega l act ion to insur e  th e o bj ec t iv es of th e 
stat e laws are achiev ed .  Any questions regard ing th is r ef erra l 
shou ld b e  d ir ec t ed to Mr . Char les Verho ev en ,  Distr ict Env ironm enta l 
Enforc ement Sp ec ia list , 7 1 5 /8 39- 3752 . 

Sincerely ,  
Divis ion o f  Enforc em ent 

Kat hryn A .  Curtner 
Ass is tant Adm in istrator 

Dat e  

cc : c. Verho ev en 
J. Paddock 
R. Kr ill - WS/2 
T. A mnan - SW /3 
R. Pros is e  - L C/5 



11\U 1:>/ 

��£)J:J;l_E:§jJ,Q)a"J!J.EJ"J��/J�JJ!J'tJ[J;L�\J\J!J\)i\J--(----sT_A_T_E_o_F_w_ls_c_o_Ns_I _N_ 

Dare: 

To: 

From: 

Suhject: 

October 30, 1985 
filt• Raf: 3300 

File 

James E. Boettcher 9 '2-/3 
October 29, 1985 Conversations Regarding Order Number 2A-84-1245 

On the morning of October 29, 1985 I contacted John o'Brien, an 
attorney representing Federated Insurance Company in the Lentz 
Fertilizer, Inc. case. 

I informed him that deadlines for two requirements contained in order 
number 2A-84-1245 would expire on October 30 and 31, 1985. 

Those requirements are: By October 30 submit a report which indicates 
the degree of contamination and predicted direction of contaminant 
movement beneath Rusk; and by October 31 install activated carbon 
filtration systems on all water supplies in Rusk that are impacted by 
herbicide. 

I informed Mr. O'Brien that I had a telephone conversation with Al 
Rechnagel of Soil Exploration Company late in the week of October 14 or 
eary in the week of October 21 regarding the above deadlines. At that 
time, Mr. Rechnagel inf ormed me that he expected to have a report to 
WDNR addressing the above items by Thursday, October 24 or Friday, 
October 25. That report was also to have contained a proposal for 
investigation of the feasibility of replacing contaminated water 
s upplies with i ndividual private wells. 

Mr. O'Brien stated that he would contact Mike Hatampa at Federated 
Insurance to find out the status of those reports. 

A short time later, Mr. O'Brien called me back and stated that Mr. 
Hatampa was not in but he had contacted Jerry Rick, Al Rechnagel 's 
supervisor at Soil Exploration Company who would call me shortly. 

When Jerry Rick called me, I informed him of the above conversations. 
He indicated that he had not seen the report cross his desk. 

As Al Rechnagel's supervisor, he stated he would have received the 
document before it left SEC's office. 

Mr. Rick stated that Mr. Rechnagel has an extremely heaVY work load and 
would not be back to the office until October 31. Mr. Rick stated that 
he would assign another engineer to lead the project with Mr. Rechnagel 
remaining in an advisory capacity. Mr. Rick asked for a deadline 
exten*�n until November 7, 1985 • 

./' 
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File - Octob er 30 , 198 5 2 

I to ld Mr. Rick that I do not ha ve t h e  author ity to g ra nt a n  ext ens io n  
to a Depa rtm ent ord er but wou ld d is cu ss th e matter with Joh n  Padd o ck 
a nd Charles Verho even. I to ld Mr. Rick that I wou ld ca ll h im a nd Joh n 
O'Br ien a nd let th em k now th e res u lts o f  our d is cus io n. 

The c o ns ensus o f  th e d is cu s s io n  b et ween Paddo ck ,  Verhoeven, aqd mys e lf 
was to have Mr. Verho even p repa re a referra l pa ckag e a nd fo rward it 
th ro u gh  th e Bu reau o f  L ega l Services to th e Attorney Genera l's 'office. 

If co nt i nu ing p rog ress is mad e in co mply ing with th e ord er, a n  a ctua l 
lawsu it may not have to b e  filed to sa tis fy th e ord er .  If sat is fa ctory 
p rog res s is no t atta ined , no fu rth er t ime w ill be lost in ga in ing 
c omp lia nce thro u gh the cou rts . 

Mr. Rick a nd Mr. 0 'B rien w ere ca lled a nd info rm ed o f  th e d ecisionq 
Both ind ica t ed a w illingness to comply with th e ord er a nd avoid any 
p ena lt ies. 

c c: J. Paddo ck 
D. Swailes 

� �· Verho even 
E. Imhof - WS/2 

JB T10 7 

H I 
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tate of Wisconsin \ DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

central 'bistrict Head�arters 
300 West Clairemont Avenue Csrro/10. BBssdny 

Call Box 4001 SIJCffltsry 
Eau Claire, WI 54702-4001 

September 10, 1985 

Mr. John R. O'Brien 
Law Offices of Jardine, Logan and O'Brien 
1900 Conwed Tower 

444 Cedar Street 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 

File Ref : 4190 

Re: Letters of September 5, 1985 (your File 113081) to Mr. Muza 
and myself 

Dear Mr. O'Brien : 

Thank you for keeping me up to date with your involvement in the Lentz 
Fertilizer Inc. matter. We have no objections to providing a copy of 
Jim Boettcher's list to Mr. Muza. There are two clarifications I would 
like to make in the conversation summary of your letter to Mr. Muza. 

I would like to point out that the testing and exploring is being done 
only by,Twin City Testing. The DNR ordered investigative work to be 
done by Lentz Fertilizer Inc. who in turn hired Twin City Testing. The 
DNR will approve or deny plans to correct the pesticide contamination 
problems at Rusk based on the results of the investigation, its 
experience in these matters, and adherence to state statute and Wis. 
Adm. COde. 

I believe its important to note that the Lentz order contains a number 
or conditions to be met and specific dates, and all of these conditions 
are expected to be attained. An apparent lack of communication between 
Lentz Fertilizer Inc. , Federated Insurance, Twin City Testing, and Soil 
Exploration resulted in some delays earlier this year. Modifications 
to the Lentz Order have been proposed that will provide additional time 
to complete further investigation. When these modifications are 
approved, the order will allow Lentz Fertilizer Inc. to explore the 
possibility of drilling individual wells to provide water for Rusk 
residents. The DNR was not satisfied that the order was being followed 
but we are hopeful that investigative work will now progress rapidly at 
Rusk. 

Sincerely, � U-2� 
Charles Verhoeven 
Environmental Enforcement Specialist 

C V : dd 
co : John Paddock 

R. Muza, 541 Broadway, P . O. Box 408, Menomonie, WI 43751 
CVT221 
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LAW OFFICES OF 

DONALD M . .JARDINE 

.J£RRE F. LOGAN (1923·19831 
.JOHN R. O'BRIEN' 

JARDINE, LoGAN & 0 'BRIEN 
GRAHAM HEIKES 

GERALD M. LINNIHAN' 

ALAN R. VANASEK 

.JOHN M. KENNEDY, .JR. • 

E:UGENE .J. FLICK • 

CHARLES E. GILLIN' 

.JAMES .J. GALMAN' 

PIERRE N. REGNIER 

MARK A. FONKEN' 

GREGORY G. HEACOX 

Robert F. Muza 
Attorney at Law 
541 Broadway 
P.O. Box 408 
Menomonie, WI 54751 

Re: Our File: 13081 

1900 C O N WE:D TOWER 

-444 CEDAR STREET 

ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55101 
(512) 227·0501 

September 5, 1985 

City of Rusk v. Lentz Fertilizer, Inc. 

Dear Mr. Muza: 

CAROL. A. HOOTEN 

GEORGE W. KUEHNER 

ARLEN R. !.OGREN 

BRIAN N . .JOHNSON 

THOMAS .J. L.INNIHAN 

MARY A. RICE:' 

.JAMES A . .JARDINE 

.JOHN C. DUNLAP 

PATTI .J. SKOGLUND 

SEAN E. HADE 

KIRK C. THOMPSON 

LAWRENCE M. ROCHEF'ORD' 

TIMOTHY S. CROM 

BRETT W. OLANDER 

GREGG A . .JOHNSON 

MARLENE S. GARVIS 

MARIE A. DARST' 

WM. CHRISTOPHER PENWELL. 

• ADMITTED TO 
PRACTICE IN WISCONSIN 

Your letter of August 15, 1985 to Federated has been forwarded to -
me as I am assisting Federated in the handling of Lentz Fertilizer 
matters. 

First of all, I would like to advise you that Federated and Lentz 
have been working with the following representatives of the 
Wisconsin DNR: 

John F. Paddock - (715)839-3727 
James E. Boettcher - (715)836-2945 
Charles R. Verhoeven - (715)839-3752 

In turn, the DNR representatives have been working with Twin City 
Testing Laboratories. 

I had a fairly lengthy conversation yesterday, September 4th, with 
Mr. Verhoeven of the DNR and indicated to him the following: 

1. I am advised that Federated has agreed to afford coverage 
(subject to the limits of insurance set forth in its policy) 

for the property damage claim now being asserted by the DNR 
which, in turn, seems to be seeking a solution to the problem. 
Again, the DNR and Twin City Testing are working towards a 
solution to remedy th� "alleged water problem." 

2. ��r. Verhoeven indicated that his group and Twin City Testing 
are seeking some solution. At this point, we primarily have 
the DNR and Twin City Testing doing tests and exploring 
different alternatives. 



Robert F. Muza 
130bl 

( c 
September 5, 1985 

Page 2 

3. Mr. Verhoeven has indicated, as of yesterday, that at least 
at the present time, the DNR seems satisfied with what Twin 
City Testing is doing and again the two groups, Twin City 
Testing and the DNR, seem to work well together. 

4. I have indicated to Mr. Verhoeven that my involvement at the 
present times includes the probable commencement of an action 
against the suppliers of the chemicals, seeking, of course, 
indemnification or other relief under the doctrine ·of strict 
liability, failure to warn, etc. 

5. I have indicated to Mr. Verhoeven that I have another involve
ment in the matter that involves endeavoring on the part of 
Lentz and Federated to bring some other insurers into the 
picture. We have information that Lentz, in earlier years, 
was covered with one or two other insurance companies and our 
office is commencing an action to try to force these other 
insurers to participate in the potential solution to the 
problem. 

I would like to have from you a list of the people that you represent 
and, of course, would also refer you to the three fellows from.the 
DNR that are mentioned above. 

Very truly yours, 

JARDINE, LOGAN & O'BRIEN 

John R. O'Brien 

JRO/ky 



LAW OFFICES OF 

p: \: · · 

DONALD M . ..JARDINE 

JARDINE, LoaAN &s�'Btu1i� .JERRF; F. LOG"N 0923·1953) 
.JOHN R. O'BRIEN' 

GRAHAM HEIKES 

GERALD M. LINNIHAN' 

ALAN R. VANASEK 

.JOHN M. KENNEDY, .JR.' 

EUGENE .J. F'LICK' 

CHARLES E. GILLIN' 

.JAMES .J. GALMAN' 

PIERRE N. REGNIER 

MARK A. F'ONKEN' 

GREGORY G. HEACOX 

1900 C ONWED TOWER 

444 CEDAR STREET DNR-'NCD 
ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55101 

(612) 227-0601 

September 5, 1985 

Mr. Charles R. Verhoeven 
State of Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources 
1300 West Clairemont Ave. 
Call Box 4001 
Eau Claire, WI 54702 

Re: Our File: 13081 
City of Rusk v. Lentz Fertilizer, Inc. 

Dear Mr. Verhoeven: 

CAROL A. HOOTEN 

GEORGE W. KUEHNER 

ARLEN R. LOGREN 

BRIAN N . ..JOHNSON 

THOMAS ..J. LINNIHAN 

MARY A. RICE' 

..JAMES A . ..JARDINE 

.JOHN C. DUNLAP 

PATTI .J. SKOGLUND 

SEAN E. HADE 

KIRK C. THOMPSON 

L AWRENCE M. ROCHEFORD' 

TIMOTHY S. CROM 

BRETT W. OLANDER 

GREGG A . .JOHNSON 

MARLENE S. GARVIS 

MARIE A. DARST' 

WM. CHRISTOPHER PENWELL 

• ADMITTED TO 
PRACTICE IN WISCONSIN 

As I mentioned to you yesterday, September 4, 1985, I have receiveg 
a rather lengthy letter from some attorney in Stevens Point by the 
name of Hiram Anderson. I do not think I can at this time disclose 
the contents to you because he apparently has been hired by Lentz 
Fertilizer, and because he is an attorney, there possibly would be 
some privileged information. I am forwarding his letter to 
Federated and to Twin City Testing, and perhaps either of those 
groups will be in touch with you. 

I am enclosing a letter dated August 15, 198_5, from Attorney Muza 
and my letter in reply thereto. In my letter to Mr. Muza I think 
I have spelled out the present status of the matter and believe 
that I have fairly well spelled out the substance of the discussion 
you and I had yesterday. 

As you can see from my letter to Mr. Muza, I am asking him to give 
me a list of the people he does represent and unless you have some 
reason for not doing so, I perhaps could give Mr. Muza a copy of 
the list that Mr. Boettcher sent me early in August. 

I would appreciate your keeping in touch with me and with Mr. Hatanpa 
at Federated, and hope that you and Twin City Testing can continue 
to work together. Please keep me posted. 

JRO/ky 
Enc. 

Very truly yours, 

) . \) 
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Date: 
To: 

From: 

Subject: 

August 20, 1985 File Ref: 4190 

Kathy Curtner - ADM/5 

James L. Lissaok ���,t'� 
Modification of Special Order #2A-84-1245 Issued to Lentz Fertilizer 

The West Central District staff believe the proposed modifications 
outlined in the attached letter by Allen Rechnagel of Soil Exploration 
Company are necessary. 

The modifications allow time for study of the contaminated plume and 
planning and testing for individual water supply systems. 

Please route this package to the appropriate people for review and 
approval. 

Attach. 

co: John Paddock 

CVT207 
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Date: 
To: 

From: 

Subject: 

. ·  

August 29, 1985 File Ref: 
4190 

Kathy CUrtner - ADM/5 

Modification of Special Order D2A-84-1245 Issued to Lentz Fertilizer 

The West Central District staff also proposes that the activated carbon 
filtration units be installed in Rusk by October 10, 1985. 

oo: J. Paddock 
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SOIL eXPLORatiOn 

CUI_,.,. 

662 CROMWELL AVENUE 

ST. PAUL, MN 55114 
PHONE 612/645·6446 

August 13, 1985 a s1ster corporation to TWIN CITY TESTING AND ENGINEERING LABORATORY INC. 

Wisconsin Department of Natu ral 
West Centra l D istrict 
1300 West C l airmont Avenue 
Eau Cla i re ,  Wisconsin 54701 

Attn: Mr. Cha r l es Verhoven 

Resou rces 

District Enforcement Special ist 

SubJ: Admi nistrat ive O rder Amendment 
Specia l O rder 12A-84·1245 

Lentz Fert i l i zer, Inc. 
Rusk, W isconsin 
1120 86-596 

Dea r Mr.  Ve rhove n :  

A s  discussed with you du ring ou r meet ing of Wednesday, August 7, 1985, 

we r e s p ecti ve l y  requ est t i me extensions a n d  mod i fic ations to those 
esta b l is hed in the abo ve refe renced o rde r a n d  in ou r requ est fo r 
modification of December 31, 1985. Recent deve l opments ha ve rendered 
comp l et ion of the project as origina l l y  defi ned impossib l e  w i th i n  the 
p revious l ayed-out t i me frame. Be l ow we ha ve out l ine the i tems and 
estimated t i me frame fo r comp l et i o n  of ea ch rema i n i ng task for th f s  
proJect. · 

I tem.l: I tem 1 o f  the o r f g f na l  "Adm i nist rat i ve O rder" requ ests 
eva l u ation of the extent, magn i tude and direction of mo vement of the 
c ontaminant p l ume(s) in g round water beneath Rusk and degree of soil 
contaminat ion in a reas u sed or poss i b l y used by Lentz Fertil izer, Inc. 
The res u l ts o f  the in f t f a l  f n v est i gat f on w a s  add ressed in Soi l 
Exp l o r at i on Company CSEC) repo rt 1120- 12681 dated M a rch 12, 1 985. 

Exp ansion o f  the inv est i gati v e  e f fo rts a i med at de fin i t i on o f  
c ontaminant p l ume(s) a nd s o i l conta m i n ation w a s  requ ested by the 
W f scons f n  Depa rtment of Natu ra l Resou rces CWDNR) in the i r  l ette r o f  
Ap r i l 25, 1985. The WDNR has requ ested add i tiona l admi nistrative 
items l f sted abo ve. This work w i l l  i nc l u de, d r i l l i ng s oi l  test 
bor i ng s , �nsta l l i ng monito r i ng we l l s , fie l d  samp l ing , chemica l 
ana l yses and report p reparat ion. We est imate that about 60 days from 
t he s t a rt o f  initia l fie l d  acti v i t i es wi l l  be requ i red to comp l ete 
this second phase of in vest i gat ion. We anticipate mob i l i zing to the 
site to begin enactment of f i e l d  a ct i v i ties on o r  a bout A u g ust 19, 

1985. 

,,, 

OFFICERS: 
CHARLES W. BRITZIUS 

chairman of the board 
NORMAN E. HENNING 

president 
ROBERT F. WITIMAN 

executive vice president 
CLINTON R. EUE 

secretary/treasurer 

HOME OFFICE: 
ST. PAUL, MN 

OFFICES IN: 

MANKATO, MN 
ROCHESTER, MN 
WAITE PARK, MN 

AS A MUTUAL PROTECTION TO CLIENTS. TH[ PUBLIC AN[) OURSf.l VES. All REPORTS ARE SUBMITTED AS THE CONFIDENTIAL PROPERTY OF THE CLIENT 

AN E:OUAl. OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
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W i scons i n  Department of Natural Resources 
August 13, 1985 

Page Two 
#120 86-596 

Therefore, we respective l y  request that the or i g i n a l  dead l i n e  be mod ified to be 
"Comp l eted on or pr ior to October 18, 1985". 
Items 3 and 6: These ftems of the or i g i n a l  order dea l with, f n  part, excavat i on 
o f  contam i nated soi l s. Log i st ics problems dur i ng f n it f a l  s ite work resu l ted f n  
all work not be ing. comp l eted. In add itional , more extens i ve f ie l d  ipvestigat i on 
of potent ially contami nated area has been requested by the WONR, wh ich w111 be 
addressed t hrough the work di scussed above. No spec i fic date was spec ified f n  
the ori g i n a l  "Adm i n i strat i ve Order� At thi s  t ime, further excavat i on work c a n  
n ot b e  u nd ertak e n  a s  crops h a v e  s i nce been p l a n ted i n  most areas w h ere 
excav at ion w f l l  be required. For th i s  reason, we request that the port ions o f  
the adm f nfstrat i v e  order b e  d ea l i ng w i th t i me frames for s i te exc a v a t i on be 
modff f ed to read, "Th i s  construct ion season or pr ior to December 1, 1985� 

Item 6: The f i n a l requested mod i f i c at i on of the "Adm i n i strat i v e  Order" dea l s  
w f t h  the port i on o f  the order w h i c h  refers to the "perma nent rep l acement of 
contami nated water s u pp 11 es a n d  s u pp l i es thre atened by contam i n a t i on". The 
orf g f n a l  feas f b l ity study, subm itted by Short-El l iott-Hendr ickson, Inc. dea l s  
w f t h  a n  a l tern ate supp l y  c on s i st i n g of a centra l i zed system. S i nce the 
s ubm itt a l  of t h i s  plan i mpend i ng pub l ic oppos it ion has rendered a centra l i zed 
system u nattracti ve from a l og i st ics standpoi nt, and potenti a l l y  from u l t imate 
s ett l ement sta ndpo i n t. For these re a sons, we w i s h  to exp l ore the tec hn i ca l 
feas1bl1ty of supply i ng f n d i v fdua l water supp l ies (wel l s) to Rusk residents. We 
fee l that a feas f b l f ty study reg ard i ng the i nsta l l at i on of i nd i v i d ua l water 
supp l y we l l s  is warranted for the fo l l ow i ng reasons: 

1. Pre l i m i nary data suggest that i nd i v idua l water suppl i es 
systems can be des igned wh ich w f ll suppl y herbic ide 
free water. 

2. If f n d f vidua l systems are proven techn ical l y  feas i b l e ,  
t h e  overa l l  t i me frame for complet ion of the necessary 
1 nsta l l at fon wou l d  be much lower than for design and 
construct ion of a central water suppl y system • 

.. 
3. Very preli m i n ary cost est imates i nd icate that the des ign 

and construct i on of f nd fdual system wou l d  be comparabl e 
to those assoc i ated w ith a central system. 

4. Publ i c  acceptance of i nd i v idual systems shou l d  be more 
eas i l y  g a i ned than acceptance of a central system. 



.. . r . ' . 'j ( ( • ' ., . 
' . 
l . 

Wisconsin Department of Natu ral Rescou rces 
August 13, 1985 
Page Three' 
1120 86-596 ; 

t 
Dete rmin i ng the fea sib l ity o f  a n  indiv id u a l wate r s u p p l y  system wil l ,  i n  
genera l , necess itate the fol l owing: 

.. l 
1. Hydrogeologic eva l uat ion in regard to the cont inuity of a 

l ow hydraul ic conductivity l ayer • .. 
2. Design and instal l ation of at l east 1, and poss ibl y 2, 

pi l ot study wel l s .  -
. 3. Pump testing of these wel l s  and extensive c hemical anal yses 

of t he ground water d i sc ha rge. - -
4. Wel l  des ign based on ana l ytical data generated. 

We a ntic i pa te b eginning initia l w o rk on t he fie l d  port i ons o f  t h e  expa nded 
feasib l i ty study on or about Aug ust 19, 1985. Based on the genera l work scope 
out l i ned a bo ve ,  we a nticipa te that a bout 90 days wi l l be required for fina l . 
report s ubmitta l i nc l uding wel l designs. We, therefo re, respectively request 
t h a t  t he or f g 1 na1 �Administrati v e  O rde r" be modified to read, "Comp l eted by 
November, 19, .1985". 

C u r re nt l y, b ott l ed water is being s u pp l ied to Ru sk residents a s  a n  a l te rnate 
potab l e  drinking wate r  s u pp l y. As we u nde rstand, s ome c once rn h a s  been 
exp ressed regarding dermal exposu re to herbicide contaminants, as we l l exposu re 
t h r o u g h  ingest f on. To minimize de rma 1 exposu re d u ring the a bo v e  fea s  ib l ity 
study, we a re p roposing to exp l ore the feas1bl 1ty of supp l ying activiated carbon 
fi l t rat i on u nits to the ex 1 st i ng wate r  s u p p  1 y sys tems o f  R u s k  resd i ents. We 
e s timate t hat c a rbon f i l tration u nits ,  i f  tec h n i c a l l y feasib l e ,  cou l d  be 
i nsta l l ed at each Ru sk residents within 30 d�ys. 

We appreciate you r  consideration of the "Adm1ns1strat i ve Order" modification and 
l ook forward to working with you on t he sol ution to. t he Ru sk situation. I f  you 
ha ve any questions regarding the above information, or if we can be of fu rther 
service, p l ease contact us • .. 
Very .tru l y  you rs , 

Soi l Exp lorat ion Company 

� R.�� -
Al l en R .  Rechnagel 
Senior Consu ltant/Project Manager 

ARR/j r 



( 
LAW OFFICES OF 

MUZA&MUZA 
541 BROADWAY 

:MENOMONIE. 'W1SC01':Sll" 547(')1 

ROBFRT � MUZA I STEPIIEN F MliZA 

Erik R. Loy 
Pos·l O�FICE BOX 408 
l(IEPHON[ 715/:73!> [o!:>fll 

August 15, 19R5 

Mr. Mike Hatanpa 
Sr. Claims Supervisor 
Federated Insurance 
Pentagon Office Park 
4570 West 77th Street 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55435 

Re: Claim 1!: 44G-4058 
Insured: Lent·z Fertilizer 

Dear Mr. Hatanpa: 

Please be advised that Muza & Muza La'..r Office has been retained 
by Richard Risler and a number of other home and business mmers 
in the Rusk area to represent them in the above referencedclaim. 

I would like to have the opportunity to discuss this natter with 
you. I ask that you please contact me within the next ten (10) 
days, if at all possible. 

Awaiting your response, I remain, 

ERL:drna 

To: Hon·,·;-;-0ffi(:; Chims fJ�pt. 
CtA!..\·� �::: 
DA:�: 

Very sincerely yours, 

MUZA & MUZA 
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Date: 
To: 

From: 

Subject: 

January 4 ,  1985 File Ref: 4190 

Kathy Curtner - ADM/5 
. 

, 

Jame�ck 

Modification of Special Order 12A-84 -1245 Issued to Lentz Fertilizer 

The West Central District staff believes that the proposed modifica
tions outlined in the attached letter by Allen Rechnagel of Soil 
Exploration Company are necessary. 

These modifications were discussed with Mr .  Rechnagel , an authorized 
consultant for Lentz Fertilizer and Federated Insurance Company, and 
provide a realistic time frame for completion of the order . 

Please route this package to the appropriate people for review and 
approval. 

CV:dd 
Attach. 

CVT095 



( 
State of Wisconsin \ 

J an ua r y  7 ,  1985 

Mr . Don a l d  Len tz 
Len t z  F er t i l i zer , Inc . 
Rou te 2 
Menomon i e , WI 5 4 7 5 1  

( 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

Csffoll 0. Bessdny 
Secretary 

BOX 792 1 
MADISON, WISCONSIN 53707 

File Ref: 
CERTIFIED MAI L  

4 19 0  

RETURN RECEI PT REQUESTED 

Re : Mod i f i ca t i on of S pec i al O r d e r  t 2A- 8 4 - 1 24 5 
Depar tmen t of N a tu r al Re sour ce s  

D ear Mr . Len t z : 

The r eque s t  for mod i f i c a t ion of i tem 1 ,  i tem 2 ,  and i tem 6 of 
Spec i al O r der t 2A- 8 4- 1 2 4 5  i s s ued to you has been g r an ted . The 
amended i tems in the or der should r ead as fol l ows : 

THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES , THEREFORE , ORDERS : 

1 .  That Len t z  F e r t i l i z e r , I n c . r e ta in an exper ienced 
con s u l tan t to determine the outer l im i ts of the p l ume of 
her bi c ide con tamin a t i on , the d i r ec t ion in wh i ch it i s  
mov i ng , and the depth of con t am i n a t ion i n  the aqu i fe r  
thr ough the insta l l a t i on and mon i tor ing of appropr i a te 
mon i tor ing wel l s . The r equi r ed mon i tor ing we l ls s hould be 
i n s ta l l ed wi thin f i ve days of the ac t i ve d a te of th i s  
order . A r epor t wh i ch i n d i cates the deg r ee of con tam i 
n a t i on and pr ed i c ted d i r ec t i on o f  movemen t sha l l  be 
s ubm i t ted to the Depar tmen t of N a tural Resour ces by 
F ebr u r a r y  28 , 198 5 .  Th i s  repor t shall a l so ind i cate the 
e x ten t or magn i tude of soi l  con t am i n a t ion in the a r eas used 
by L en t z  Fe� t i l i ze r , I n c . 

2 .  Tha t  Len t z  F er t i l i zer , I n c . bu i ld s u i table secondar y con
t a i nmen t around i ts he r b i c i de and s tor age tan k s  in the Town 
of Red Cedar . The se con ta inmen t s t r uc t u r e s  shall be l ined 
w i th an impermeable bar r i er to pr even t the downwar d  move
men t of spi l l ed pr oduct and sha l l  have at least the 
capac i ty to con t a i n  completely the con ten ts of the l a r g e s t  
tan k  on s i te .  The con t a inmen t s t r uc t u r e  sha l l  be comple ted 
and ope r at i onal by Apr i l  3 0 , 19 8 5 , or pr ior to app l icat ion 
per i od s , wh icheve r i s  f i r s t . 



Don a l d  Len t z - Janua r y  7 ,  1 9 8 5 2 

6 .  That Len t z  F e r t i l i z e r , I n c . s ha l l  r e ta in an e xpe r i enced 
con s u l tan t  to deve lop and s u bm i t  to the Depar tmen t of 
N a t u r a l  Resources for i ts app r oval , a p l an for the c l eanup 
and r e s tor at ion of h e r b i c i d e  con tam i n a ted g r oundwa ter and 
so i l  in the commun i ty o f  Rus k , and for the perman en t  
r ep l acemen t o f  con tami na ted w a t e r  s uppl i e s  and a l l  wa ter 
suppl i es thr ea tened by con tam in a t i on .  Th i s  plan shall be 
s ubm i t ted to the Depar tment by Apr i l  3 0 , 198 5 and wor k  
begu'n w i t h i n  30 days a f te r  th i s  Depar tmen t not i f i es Len t z  
Fer t i l i ze r , I nc . o f  the p l an � s  a pproval . 

A l l  other prov i s i on s  of Spec i a l  O r d e r  I 2A- 8 4 - 1 2 4 5 w i l l  r emain i n  
e ffect a s  s ta ted . 

Th i s  mod i f i ed order r ep l aces a l l  p r e v i o u s  o r de r s i s s ued to Len t z  
F e r t i l i ze r , I n c  • •  I f  you h ave any que s t ion s  r egard ing th i s  
lette r , or the order , pl e a s e  ca l l  Cha r l e s  Ve r hoeven , D i s t r i c t  
En for cemen t Spec i al i s t , a t  7 1 5/ 8 3 6 - 2 0 4 6 . 

S ince r e l y ,  
D IVI S ION OF ENFORCEMENT 

K a thyrn A .  Cur tn e r  
A s s i s t an t  Adm in i s t r ator 

cc : Cha r l es Ver hoeven 
John Paddock 
L inda Wymor e  - LEG/ 5 

Date 

A l l en Rechn age l , So i l  Explo r a t i on Compan y ,  662 Cromwel l  
Aven ue , S t .  Paul , MN 5 5 1 1 4  



'1.- ( 
son. exPLORation 

December 31, 1984 ) t1 N  1 _. . , r 
. ' -�· ,) 

CCII,..,. N 

662 CROMWELL AVENUE 

ST. PAUL, MN 55 1 1 4  
PHONE 6 1 2/645·6446 

fff�)ifl ..., y��'Jrporalion to TWIN CITY TESTING AND ENGINEERING LABORATORY INC. 

Wi scons i n  Department of Natural Resources 
West Central Di str i ct 
13 00 West Clai remont Avenue 
Eau C l a i re ,  W i scons in 54701 

Attn: Mr. Char l es Verhoven 
D i str i ct E nforcement Spec i al i st 

Subj : Admini strati ve Order Amendment 
Spec i a l  Order 12A-84-1245 
Lentz Ferti l i zer, Inc. 
Rusk, Wi scons i n  
1120-12681 

Dear Mr.  Verhove n ,  

A s  d i scu ssed w f th you du r i ng o u r  meeti ng of December 28, 1 984 w e  
respect i v e  1 y requ est t h a t  amemdme n ts b e  made to some of t h e  d ates 
and d e ad l i nes estab l i s hed i n  the abo v e  referenced admi ni str ati v e  
order.  

I tem 1 of the above order refers to hydrogeol ogi c e v a l uation of the 
s ite. Thi s  eva l uation should entai l e v a l u ati on of �e d i rection of 
movement, l atera l di stance, th i ckness and predi cted future movement 
o f  a contaminant p l ume pote n t i a l l y  o r i g i n at i ng at the Le ntz 
Faci l i ty. Thi s  e v a l u ation sha l l a l so i ndicate the extent and degree 
o f  so i l contam i n a t i on f n  areas u sed o r  pos s i b l y u sed d u r i n g  the 
coarse of Lentz's operati ons. The orf g t na l  order d i ctates that the 
hydro geo l og i c  e v a l u at i on be comp l eted by J anu a r y  3 0, 1 985. We 
request that thf s  dead l i ne be extended to on or about February 28, 
1 985 for the fol l ow i ng reasons. 

1) Soi l Expl orati on Company, author i zed cons u l tant for 
Lentz Ferti l i zer and Federated Insurance Company, d i d  
not recei ve the "order" unti l December 14 , 1984 , and , 
therefore , has had limi ted response t1me .  

2 )  The upcomi ng fi el d work for hydrogeol ogi c eva l u ation 
wi l l  entai l  about a two week t i me frame for compl eti on . 

3) The eva l u ation wi l l  a l so entai l extens i ve chemi cal 
anal yses of soi l s  and ground water wh1ch wi l l  requ i re 
at l east a four week tu rna round t1me for compl eti on. 

OFFICERS: 
CHARLES W. BRITZIUS 

chairman of the board 
NORMAN E. HENNING 

president 
ROBERT F. WlnMAN 

executive vice president 
CLINTON R. EUE 

secretary/treasurer 

HOME OFFICE: 
ST. PAUL, M N  

OFFICES IN: 

MANKATO, M N  
ROCHESTER, M N  
WAITE PARK, M N  

A S  A MUT U A L  PROTECT ION T O  CLIENTS. THE PUBLIC AND OURSELVES, ALL REPOR1 S ARE SUBMIT TED A S  THE CONFIDENTIAL PROPERTY O F  THE CLIENT 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUN ITY EMPLOYER 
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Wi scons i n  Department of Natu ral Resou rces 
December 31 , 1984 
Page Two 
1120-12681 

( 

Item 2 of the admi n i strati ve order refers to the construction of "sui tab l e  
second ary contai nment around f ts herb i c i de and storage ta�ks whi ch sha l l 
be comp l eted and operati on a l  b y  Apri l 1 ,  1 985." We respectfu l l y request 
that th t s  dead l i ne b e  exte n d ed t o  on a b o u t  A p r i l 3 0 ,  1 985 o r  p r i o r  to 
a p p l i cat i on pe r i ods. Th t s  request i s  made p r i • ar 1 J y  due to tech n i ca l  
d1 fffcu l ttes and h i gh costs associ ated w t th constructi on during snow cover 
and frozen sot l condi t i ons. 

The f i n a l  requested mod i f i cat i on perta i n s to I tem 6 o f  the o rder w h i c h  
refers to " a  p l an for the c l eanup and restorat i on o f  herb i c i de contami nated 
gro u n d  water a n d  s o i l i n  the commu n i ty of R u s k ,  a nd for the permanent 
rep l acement of contami n ated water s u p p l i es t h reatened b y  contam i nat i on•. 
The order d i ctates that thi s  p l an be submi tted by Apri l 1 ,  1985. Desi gn and 
prepa rat i on of the fo rthcomf ng p 1 a n  w i l l  be b ased p r i m ar 1 1 y u pon 
i nformat i on generated d u r i n g  the s ite hydrogeol ogi c e v a l u at ion, whi ch we 
ant i c i pate wt l l  be comp l eted as stated above. If compl eted on february 28, 
1985, onl y  about a 31 day time frame wi l l  remai n  for compl et i on of a rather 
deta i l ed des i gn p l an. Therefore, we respectfu l l y request that the Apri l 1, 
1 985 dead l i ne f o r  I tem 6 be exte nded to on o r  about Ap r i l 3 0, 1 985. I n  
add i t i on ,  bott l ed water i s  c u rrent l y  be i ng s u pp l i ed t o  t h re atened Rusk 
res i dents. Thi s  has effecti vel y removed the immedi ate hea l th ri sk. Bott l ed 
water, or a n  appro ved a l ternate, wi l l  be made a v a i l ab l e  u nti l a permanent 
sol uti on to the water supp l y prob l em t s  operati ona l .  

We a p p r e c i ate you r  cons i de r at i on o f  the a b o v e  Admi n i st r at i v e  Order 
mod i f i ca t i on a n d  l ook fo rward to work i n g w i th you o n  the so l u t i on to the 
Rusk s f tu at f on. I f  you have any questi ons regardi ng the above i nformati on, 
or t f  we can be of further ser v i ce, p l ease contact u s. 

Si ncerely, 

Soi l  Expl orati on Company 

$.... £� 
Al l en R .  Rechnagel , 
Sen i or Cons u l tant/Project Manager 

ARR/cr 

cc a 1 - Lentz Ferti l i zer, I nc .  
Attn : Mr. Don Lentz 

2 - Federated Insurance Company 
Attn : Mr. Steve Simonson 

. f"""""''l':"'•:s:;;c��.,.-,� ··· ' �, .... ___ "'�.� ·· · · ·  ' 

fl 
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S l a h� nf \'\'hwHns i n \ 

) 
No vem be r  2 9 ,  1 984 

M r . D on L e n t z  
Len t z  F e r t i l i z e r , I n c . 
Rou te 2 
Men omon i e , WI 5 4 7 5 1 ·  

( 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

�� Carron D. Beudny 

'"('� S«:retary 
() ,(' /) ,yl .. 

� (., '� BOX 792 1 
1)41. if �� MADISON, WISCONSIN 53707 

� � {9c9� File Ref: .., 4 19 0  
T I F I ED MA I L  

RN RECE I PT REQUESTED 

Re : S�e c i a l  O r d e r  No . 2A- 8 4 - 1 2 4 S ,  D e pa r tmen t of N a t u r a l  
Resou r ce s 

D e a r  Mr . L en t z :  

The e n c l o sed O r d e r  o f  the D epar tmen t o f  N a t u r a l Resources in
cl u d e s  an adm i n i s t r a t i ve f i n d i n g  tha t he r b i c i de f r om you r  
bu s in e s s  ope r a t i on caused t h e  g roundwa t e r  to become con tam i -
n a ted in the commun i ty o f  R u s k . Based o n  t h i s  f i n d i ng , you 
a r e  r equ i r ed by S e c t ion 1 4 4 . 7 6 ( 7 )  ( b ) , Wi s c on s in S ta t u te s , to 
r e imb u r se the D�pa r tmen t f o r  al l cos t s  wh i ch we r e  i n c u r r ed i n  
i d en t i f y in g , loca t i n g , and mon i tar i n g  con tam i n a t ion i n  t h a t  . ""· I · ,· 
a r ea a n d  add i t i on a l  cos t s  wh i c h  w i l l  be l � c u r r ed when the 
mon i tor in g we l l s  a r e  abandon ed . The O r de r  r equ i r e s ye'tr to 
r epl ace p r i va te wa t e r  s uppl i e s  wh ich have been con t am i n a te d  
w i t h  he r b � c i de s , and m a k e  cor r ec t i on s  t o  en s u r e  f u t u r e  s a f e ty . 
I f  a publ i c  h ea r i n g  on th i s  O r d e r  i s  de s i r ed ,  a wr i t t�n 
r e que s t  f o r  a he a r i n g  m u s t  be s ubm i t t ed to the S ec r e tar y o f  
t h e  D epar tmen t no l a ter t h an 3 0  d ays a f te r  t h e  d a te t h i s  
O r d e r  i s  s e r ved . 

I f  yo u h a ve an� que s t i on s  r eg a r d i n g  t h i s  m a t te r , p l e a s e  c a l l  
C h a � l e s  Ve r hoeven ,  D i s t r i c t  E n f o r c emen t Spec i al i s t ,  a t  
7 1 5/8 3 6 - 2 0 4 6 . 

S i n ce r e l y , 
D I V I S I ON OF ENFORCEMENT 

K a(/;�{!d/!:;:t>U� 
A s s i s t an t Adm i n i s t r a to r  

D a te : 

En c . 
c c : C ha r l e s  Ve r hoeven 

---� John P addock - w <.' .b 
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( ( 
B EFORE THE 

DEPARTME N T  OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

I n  the Ma tte r of Grou ndwate r Contami n a t i on ) 
Ca u,sed by He rb i c i de Spi 1 1  s o n  the P rope rty ) 
Owned by Len t z  Fe rti l i ze r ,  I nc . •  i n  the ) 
Commun i ty o f  Ru sk , Town o f  Red Ceda r ,  D u n n  ) 
County . Wi s c o ns i n ) 

SPE C IAL ORDER #2A-84 - 1 245 

F I ND I NGS OF F ACT 

THE DEPf\R TNE NT F HJDS THAT : 
1 .  Len tz  Fe rt i l i ze r ,  I nc . , i s  a re ta i l e r· a nd c omne rc i al a ppl i c a tor o f  

fe rti l i ze r s  and herbi c i de s .  l h c c ompany i s  l oc a te d  i n  the commun i ty o f  Rusk , 
i n  the N� 1 /4 of the SW 1 /4 o f  s ec t i on 1 5 , T 28N , Rl 2W . The � ompa ny h a s  
several  type s o f  appl i c a tors , pump s , a n d  t a nk s fo r s to rage a n d  m i x i ng o f  
h e rbi c i de s - an d  fe rti l i ze r s .  D o n  L e n tz , owner , p res i de nt ,  a nd o pera tor o f  
Len t z  Fe rt i l i ze r , I nc . , rou t i n e l y  h a nd l e s h e rb i c i de s  a n d  ferti l i ze r s  a s  pa rt 
o f  h i s d ay - t o - d ay o pe ra t i on . The c ompa ny mi x e s  a nd s p reads  he rb ic i de s  a nd 
ferti l i zers  for  a gri c u l t u r a l  u s e . 

2 .  The u n i nc o rpo ra terl c ommu n i ty o f  R u sk i n  the Town o f  Red Ce dar has  a 
popul a t i o n  o f  app rox i ma t e l y 7 5  pe r s on s . Al l wa te r i s  s u ppl i ed through pri va te · 
wa ter sy s tems . S o i l s  i n  the a rea a re p redom i na n t l y s a nd , sandy l oam , a nd some 
g ra vel . The wa ter tabl e i n  th i s a r e a  i s  gene ra l l y 1 5- 2 0  fee t  deep . The 
p r i va te wel l s  i n  Rusk a re s h a l l ow ,  genera l l y  20-40 fee t  i n  depth . B o th d r i ve n  
a n d  d ri l l ed typ e  wel l s  a re i n  u se .  

. ..,. .  � \ 
3 .  The c oupl i ng a nd u nc o u pl i n g o f  hoses  t o  t ra n s fe r  l i q u f d  Fert i H zers · 

a n d  h e rb i c i d e s  f rom tank to tank  h a v e  c a u sed n umero u s  smal l s pi l h  to occ u r  on  
the Lentz F e rt i l i ze r ,  I n c . , p rope rty .  There i s  a l ac k  o f  adequate c on ta i nmen t  
fac i l i t i e s a n d  i mpenneabl e b a r r i e r s  to  preve n t  fe rti l i ze r s , h e rb i c i de s , and 
wash water from e nteri ng the s o i l s and g rou ndwa ter . L e n t z  Fe rti l i ze r ,  I nc . ' s  
veh i c l e s , u sed for th� t ra n s po r t  a n d  s prea d i n g  o f  ferti l i ze r s , a re wa shed nea r 
the o ff i c e  bu i l di ng s . A d ra i n  i s  i n s ta l l ed i n to the s o i l  n e a r  t he s ou th edge 
of  the p rope rty for d ra i n i n g excess  surfac e wa te r runoff.  

4 .  A s ampl e . taken f rom the we l l a t  L e ntz Fe rti l i ze r , I nc . •  o n  May 2 9 ,  
1 984 , a s  part  o f  a s ta tewi d e g rou ndwa te r s u rvey ,  de tec ted s e vera l herb i c i de s , 
i ncl ud i ng Al ac h l o r ( La s so ) , Ne tol a c h l or ( Du a l ) ,  B u tyl a te ( Sudan-Pl u s } ,  a nd 
At ra z i n e  ( Aa t ri x ) . S ta te hea l th a d v i s o ry l i mi t s  have been set  'to r  Al a c h l o r ,  
Metol achl o r  a nd A t ra z i ne : Al achl o r ,  1 0 . 0  u g/1 ; �1etol a c h l o r� , 2 . 5  IJ-9!1 ; a nd 
Atraz i ne ,  2 1 5 . 0  u g / 1 . The amoun t s  o f  Al ac hl o r and Metol ac h K>.r-i11' the wa ter 
t ak e n  f rom the L e n t z  F e rt i l i ze r  we l l exceeded s tate h e a l th  a d v i sory l i mi t s .  
T h e  re s u l t s  o f  th i s t r. s t  p romp t<"'c1 s amp l i n g o f  a dd i t i on a l  wel l s i n  t h e  a rea . 
Twe nty - e i g h t  wel l s i n  R u sk we re te s ted b e twee n  Nay 2 9 ,  1 984 a nd Octob e r  1 2 ,  
1 984 ; 2 4  of  the se wel l s  s h owe d a t  l e a s t  one  he rb i c i de a t  the t i me o f  tes ti ng . 
Twe l ve o f  t he s e  we l l s  h a d  Al ac h l or , Ne tol ac h l o r ,  o r  b oth i n  amounts a t  o r  
a bove he a l th a d v i s o ry l i m i t s .  



( ( 
s . T h e  re s u l t s  o f  a wa te r t abl e s u rvey c onduc te d  on Oc tob er 1 1  and 1 2 , 

1 984 by the Depa rtme n t  o f Na tural  R e sou rce s  i nd i c a ted the g roundwa ter i s  
movi n g  from ea s t  to  we s t  t h rough the c ommun i ty o f  R u sk , whi c h  me a n s  tha t the 
contami n a te d  wel l s  a re downg rad i en t o f  the Len tz Ferti l i zer ,  I n c . , p roperty . 

, 6 .  . s i x  wel l s o u t s i de the c ommu n i ty o f  Rusk were a l so sampl e d .  Al l o f  
the se wel l s  we re l oc a ted n o t  more tha t 1 /2 m i l e f rom Rusk , a nd g enera l l y  
s u r ro unded Ru s k . There wa s no he rb i c i de contami nati o n de tec ted i n  a ny o f  
the s e  wel l s . 

7 .  The Oepa rt1:1en t  h a s  de te nni ned tha t Le ntz Ferti l i ze r ,  I nc . , i s  
respons i bl e  for the �woundwate r c on tami n a t i o n  i n  the u n i nc o rp o ra ted c ommu n i ty 
o f  R u sk i n the Town o f  Red Ceda r ,  a n d  h a s  re nde red a l l  o f  the p riva te wate r  
s up pl i e s i n  Rusk  un f i t . fq r hwna n c o n sumpti o n  bec a u s e  a l l o f  the we l l s  a re 
ei t h e r  c o n t ami na ted wi th he rbi c i de s o r  t h re a te ned wi th i nroi nent c o ntam i na t i o n . 

CONCLUS i otJ S OF LAW ., 
THE DEPAR "lr·l:: tJT CONCL UDE S T HAT : � 
1 .  Al achl or , Metol achl o r ,  O u ty l a te a nd At ra z i ne , the herb i c i de s  wh i c h  

h a ve c o n tam i n a ted t h e  g ro un dwa te r i n  the c ommu n i ty o f  Rusk , Town o f  R e d  Ceda r ,  
D u n n  C o u n ty , a rc " h a z a rd o u s  s u b s ta nces  .. a s  t h a t  phra se i s  d e fi n ed i n  s cc ti o n  
1 44 . 01 ( 4m ) , W i s c o n s i n St a tute s . 

2 .  Le n tz F c r t i ) i ze r , I nc . , had posse s s i on o f ,  a nd control o v e r ,  these 
herbi c i de s be fore they were d i sc h a rged and ha s respon s i b i l i ty u nde r sec ti on 
1 4 4 . 76 ( 3 ) , \� i sc o n s i n  S ta tu te s ,  t o  take the a c t i o n s  nec e s s a ry to re s tore the 
e n v i ronmen t to the e x ten t po s s i bl e , and to m i n i mi ze the h a nn fu l  e f fe c t s  f rom 
a ny d i sc ha rge to t he a i r ,  l and , o r  wa te rs  o f  t h e. s tate . . � - ' 

3 .  Sec t i o n 1 44 . 76 ( 7 ) ( b ) , W i scon s i n S ta tute s , requ i re s the person who 
p o s s e s se d  or con tro 1 1  ed the h a za rdous  substance wh i c h  i s  d i  sc h<l rged , to 
re i mb u rs e  the Depa r tmen t  of Na tu ra l Re sou rc e s  for ac tual and nec e s s a ry  
expen ses i nc u r re d  i n  c a rry i ng o u t  i ts d u t i e s  under s ec t i o n  1 44 . 7 6 ( 7 ) ( a ) . 
Wi � c on s i n Sta t u te s .  

4 .  The Departmen t  o f  Uatural Re sou rc e s  h a s  t he a utho r i ty u nder s ec ti o n  
1 44 . 7 6 ( 7 ) ( c ) ,  W i s c o ns i n  S t a tute s to i ss u e eme rgency o rders o r  s pec i a l  o rde rs 
f o r  the p rotec t i o� of p ubl i c  heal th , s a fety , or wel fa re . 

5 .  Unde r s ec t i o n 1 4 4 . 26 5 ,  Wi s c on s i n S ta tu te s , the Depa rtmen t o f  Na tu ral 
R e s ou rc e s  h a s  the a u th o r i ty to o rder the own e r  o r  o pera tor o f  a re g u l a ted 
a c t i v i ty to re p l ac e c o n tami na te d  pri vate wa te r s u p p l i e s  wh i c h  i t  h a s  c a u se d to 
b ec ome c on tami na ted .  

ORDER 

THE D E P ARTME N T  OF NATURAL RESOURCE S , THERE FORE , ORDER S : 
I 

<,/ 1 .  T h a t  L e n t z  Fet·t i l i zcr , I nc . , reta i n  a n e xpe ri ence d c on sul t a n t  to 
d e te nni ne the outer l i mi t s o f  the pl ume o f  h e rb i c i de c on tam i na ti on , the 
d i rec t i on i n  wh i c h i t  i s  mov i ng , and t he depth o f  c on tami n a t i o n  i n  the a qui fer 
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t h rough the i n s ta l l a t i o n  a n d  mon i to r i n g  o f  a p p ro pri a t e  mon i tori n g  wel l s . The 
requ i red mon i tori n g  wel l s  s houl d be i n stal l ed w i th i n 5 d ays of the e ffec t i ve 
date o f  th i s  o rde r .  A report wh i c h  i nd i c a te s  t h e  degree o f  c on tami na t i o n a n d  
t h e  p re d i c ted d i rec t i on of moveme nt s ha l l b e  s ubmi tte d  t o  t h e  Depa rtme n t  o f  
fJa tural Re s o u rc e s  by J a nu a ry 30 , 1 98 5 .  T h i s re po rt shal l al s o  i nd i c a te the 
exte n t  a nd magn i tude o f  s o i l c o n tami n a t i on  i n  t he a re a s  u sed by Lentz 
F e rt i l i ze r ,  I nc .  

�. Th a t Le n tz Fert i l i ze r , I n c . , b u i l d  s u i tabl e secondary c o n t� i nmen t  
a round i t s h e rb i c i de a n d  s to rage tank s i n  th e Town o f  Re d Ceda r. The se 
c on t a i nme n t  s tr.uc t u r e s  s h a l l be l i ned  wi th a n  i mpenneabl e b a rr i e r  to p reve n t  
t h e  downward moveme n t o f  s p i l l e d produc t a n d  s h a l l have a t  l ea s t  the c apac i ty 
to c o n ta i n c ompl e te l y  the c on te n ts of the l arge s t  t a nk o n s i te . Toe 
c o n t a i nme n t  s t ruc t u re s � h a l l h e  c ompl e ted and o p e ra t i onal  by Apr i l 1 ,  1 98 5 .  

3 .  Th a t  L e n t z  F e r t i l i ze r ,  I nc . , remove t h e  d ra i n o r i g i na t i ng o n  the 
south edge of i t s p rope rty , and remov e any h e rb i c i de-c ontami nate d  soi l s 
a s so c i a ted w i th t h a t  d ra i n .  ' 

/4. Th a t  Lentz Ferti l i ze r ,  I nc . , i n s ta ll a c a tc h  ba si n to c ol l ec t  a n d  
c on ta i n  r i n s e  wate r from tank c l ean i n g and  equ i pment fi l l i ng opera t i o n s , by 
Apri l 1 ,  1 985 . Any ma te r i a l c o l l ec ted i n  th i s b a s i n shal l  be d i sposed o f  
i mmed i a te l y  i n  a c c o r d anc e wi th the i n s truc ti o n s  found o n  the l abe l o f  the 
h e rb i c i de b e i n g  h an d l ed . 

� 5 .  T h a t  L e n tz F e r t i l i ze r ,  I nc . , s hal l d i spose o f  a l l h e rb i c i de 
c on ta i n er s  i n  the manne r desc r i be d  on  the c on ta i ner l abel . 

6 .  That L e n t z
'

F e r t i l i zc r ,  I n c . , s h a l l re ta i n  a n  e xperi enced c on s ul tant 
to devel op and s ubmi t to the Depa rtme n t  o f  Na tura l Re s o u rc e s  for ·  i t s a p proyv.. . , 
a p l an fo r t he c l e a n u p  a nd re s to�a t  · on o f  h e rb i c i de c ontami  nated. .,g roundwater '. 

a n d  s o i l i n  the c ommu n i ty o f  Rusk and fo r the  perma nent re pl a c emen t o f  
c o n tami na ted wa ter s uppl i e s  a nd 1 wa te r  s uppl i e s thre a te ned by 
c o ntami n a t i o n .  Th i s  p l a n  s h a l l be s ubm i t ted to th i s Depa rtmen t by Apr i l 1 ,  
1 985 a n d  wo rk b e g u n  wi th i n 30 d ay s  after th i s  Depa rtme n t  noti f i e s L e n t z  
Fe r ti l i ze r ,  I nc . , o f  t h e  p l a n ' s  app roval . 

/ 7 .  Th a t Lentz Fe rti l i ze r ,  I nc .  s up p l y  s a fe a n d  a dequ a te t empo ra ry 
a l terna ti ve wa te r s u ppl i e s  to al l re s i dents  a n d  b u s i n e s se s i n  the c ommu n i ty o f  
R u s k , TO\m o f  Red Cedar be g i n n i ng no l a te r t h a n  f i ve d ay s  a fte r t h e  e f fec t i ve 
d a t e  o f  th i s  o rde r u n t i l a permanen t wa te r s uppl y i s  i n  p l ace . R e s i den t s  a n d  
b u s i n e s s e s  to be  s u ppl i ed wi th wate r  are l i s ted on E x h i b i t A ,  a t tac hed h e reto 
and made a pa rt h e reo f .  

v/ 8 .  The Depa rtme n t o f  Na tu r a l  Re sou rc e s  reta i n s  j ur i s d i c ti on to amend 
th i s  orde r i f  suc h ac t i on i s  nec e s sa ry for the p rotec t i o n  of publ i c  heal t h  
s a fe ty , o r  wel fare . 

NOT I CE O F  APPEAL R I GHTS 

Th i s  order shal l be e f fec t i ve 30 day s a fte r i t  i s  s e rved , u n l e s s  Le n tz 
Fe r t i l i ze r ,  I n c . , s ubmi t s  a pe t i t i on for a h e a r i n g  to the Sec re ta ry o f  the 
De p a rtme n t  o f  Na tura l Re s o u rc e s  wi t h i n tha t 30-day peri od . If a h e a r i n g  i s  



' - >�"' · . �r· 
. I . ,! 

( c .' 

reque s ted , th i s  o rde r shal l not bec ome e f fec t i ve unti l a fte r the heari n g  i s  
conc l uded a nd the hea r i ng e xami ne r h a s  i s sued a d ec i s i on a f fi rmi ng o r  
mod i fy i ng the o rde r.  Th i s  noti ce i s  prov i ded p u r s u a n t  to s ec t i o n  2 2 7 . 1 1 ( 2 ) ,  
Wi scons i n  Statute s .  

) 
Oa ted a t  Mad i s o n , W i  sc o n s  i n  __ 2L.�I:..JI.:.-L-�"tc.:.on�k=���...:.?+I...:.I_4�R-t./:__ ___ _ 

4 51 6J 

STATE OF W I SCONS I N  DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL R ESOURC E S  
For t h e  Sec re t a ry 

By Kat��r����t Admi ni s t rator 
Di v i s i on of E n fo rc eme n t  

. ... .,.. . \ ' 



Lentz Fe rti l i ze r  
Rusk  I mpl eme nt 

c 

Rus� Rura� Ga s Serv i c e  
Red · Ceda r Town Ha l l  
Arnol d H a gen 
Jame s Hube r ,  S r .  
Larry Sel vi g 
Ca rl ton G rambo 
R i s l er Rental 
Ed Vehrs 
Rusk Rura 1 Ga s Scrvi ce . 

Wi  1 1  i am Ua rvey 
Donal d Wa gne r 
lou i s  Sol be rg 
Geo rge Shi lt s 
Opa l Thi bado 
Je rome P roc hnow Rental 
lester Frui t 
He rbert K a l i her 
Tom Bu rton 
Joe Stokes 
El me r Koepn i c  
Ma rga ret Kent 
Robert Dodge 
la rry Hj el ter � 

J e rome Prochnow Fa rm 
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WIIOOftlln Dept. of Natural "-•ources 
Wilt Central District 
taoo w. Clatremont Ave. 
Call loJ& 400t 
leu Claire, WI 54702-4001 

Septembel" 28 , 198!1 

MENOMONIE -- A meeting on groundwater contaminat ion 1n the 

community ot Rusk , Dunn County , will be held on Tuesday , Oct . 2 at the 

Red Cedar Town Hall . 

The session will be chaired by Town or Red Cedar Cha irman 

Jerome Prochnow. 

Department of Natural Resources representatives will discuss 

the dynamics or groundwater flows 1n the area , alternative water 

sources ,  and a well compensation program that is part or the state •s 

new groundwater protection bill. 

Potential hea lth e ffects of the herbicide contamination 

found 1n wa ter we lls will be d iscussed by a representative or the State 

Department or Hea lth and Social Services .  

(More) 

. •• 1 
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(Add One ) 

The Department or Natura l Resources sent letters recently to 

owners or all wells in the community advising them to tind other 

drinking water source s .  Tests o f  we lls in the communi ty showed 85 

percent of the we lls contained some herbicides and that 37 percent of 

the we lls contained at least one compound in concentrations above 

health standards e stablished by the u . s .  Environmental Protection 

Agency , Wisconsin Division o f  Hea lth , and National Academ, of Sciences . 

Eric Imhof, Madison, a Department of Natural Resources 

environmental engineer, wil l  discuss the state 's private well victim 

compensation program. John Paddock , Eau Claire , chief ot the agency 's 

West Central District water quality section , will d iscuss groundwater 

contamination .  

- 30 -

CONTACT: 

John Paddock 
Chief, Water Quality Section 
Dept . or Natural Resources 
can Box 400 1 
Eau Claire , Wisconsin 54702-400 1 
( 7 15) 836-5 1 63 

David Weitz 
District Information Officer 
Dept . of Natura l  Resources 
Call Box 400 1 
Eau Cla ire , Wisconsin 54702-400 1 
( 7 1 5 )  836-2956 



Wltcontln Depl. of Natwal Resource• 
Weal Cenlral Olatrlct 

1300 W. Clalremont Ave. 
Call Box 4001 
Eau Claire, WI 54702-4001 

September 24 , 1984 

( 

EAU CLAIRE -- OWners of 27 we lls in the rural Dunn County 

unincorpora ted community o r  Rusk today are to receive notice from the 

Department o r  Natural Resources to d iscontinue d rinking water from 

thel� we lls because o r  herbic ide contamination. 

All we ll s  in the community are a ffected by the notice . Rusk 

is located about two miles northeast or the City or Menomonie . 

Residents are being advised to use bottled wate� or secure 

water from sources that are known to be safe .  Additional information 

about hea lth concerns wil l  be ava i lable from the Dunn County Public 

Heal th Nurse . 

The letter sent to residents and landowners says in par t ,  

. 
"Due to the widespread occurrence or herbicide contamination in Rusk 

and the c lose proximity o f  individua l wells to each other within • • •  

Rusk , it is the recommendation of this Depa�tment , from the standpoint 

or hea l th , that all residents o f  • • •  Rusk d iscontinue use or thei r  

we lls a s  a source of water for drink ing and cooking . " 

( More ) 



. .  ( (. 
( Add One ) 

The groundwater contamination was tirat discovered as the 

result of routine Department of Natural Resources mon1 torins. An 
intensi fied mon i toring e ffort has revea led that 85 percent or the wells 

ln the commun i ty show some level of herbicide. 

As the result of investigations lnto the source or the 

contamination ,  the Department o f  Natural Resources vlll tssue an 

administra tive order to Lentz Fertilizer Inc . , Rusk, under state 

hazardous substance sp ill statutes ( NR 1��.76) alleatns that the r1rm 

spilled hazardous substances and contaminated aroundwater . 

Under the hazardous substance spill law any tl� or 

individua l causing such pollution is responsible ror 1nvestiaat1on and 

c leanup e fforts . 

The law says in part , "A person wbo possesses or controls 

the d ischarge of a hazardous substance shall take the action necessary 

to restore the environment to the extent prac ticable and minimize the 

harmfUl e ffec ts from the d ischarge to the air, lands , or water of the 

sta te . "  

following : 

The DNR order will require Lentz Fertilizer tno . to do the 

- insta l l  conta inment mea sure s  to prevent future spills ; 

( More ) 

·� ---�" .. . 
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( Add Two ) 

- investigate and de lineate the area that bas been 
contaminated ; 

- submit to the Depar�ent o f  Natural Resources a . remed ial 

action plan to restore the contaminated area to its previous condition ; 

- provide a safe wa ter supp ly for wel l  owners and residents 

using a ffec ted we lls in Rusk . 

The herbic ides d iscovered during the investigation , wb!ch has 

taken place during the past four months , are alaohlor, metolaohlor , 

atrazine , butylate , and oyanazine . 

In add ition , high nitrate leve ls were discovered in many or 
the wells . 

or the 27 we lls affec ted , 20 are servins residences and four 

are serving busine sses . The Red Cedar Town Hall well alao is affec ted 

by the adv isory . 

The majori ty o f  the we lls are driven points from 20 to 30 

teet deep . The a rea has a high wa ter table and sandy soi ls .  Such 

water and so i l  cond i t i ons are typ ica l o f  those often resulting in 

contamina t i on or groundwater . 
( More ) 



.. ( ( . 
( Adcl Three ) 

In add ition to sampling we lls in Rusk , Department or Natural 

Resources specia l ists sampled we lls serving six residences near the 

village . No herbicides were detec ted in any or the wells in the 

surrounding area . 

The we l l  mon itoring that revealed the herbicide contamination 

in we lls at Rusk is part or an ongoing Department or Natural Resources 

ettort to determine where groundwater problems may exist.  Samples 

taken for testing are analyzed at the State Laboratory or Hygiene to 

determine herbicide concentra tions . 

Chemica ls round in Rusk , the ir trade names , and health limits 

e stab lished by the Environmental Protection Agency, Wisconsin Division 

or Health , and Nationa l Academy or Sciences are aa follows : 

GENERIC NAME TRADE NAME HEALTH LIMIT 

Alaahlor Lasso 10 parts per billion 

Me tolach lor Dual 25 parts per billion 

Atrazine Aatrex 215  parts per billion 

Butylate Sutan+ No limit established 

Cyanazine B ladex 60 parts per billion 

Eptam Eradi cane No l imit established 

( More ) 
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( Add Four) 

Under Wisconsin ·s recent ly enacted groundwater protec tion 
bill indiViduals Whose wells are contaminated with herbicides can apply 

tor compensation Jan . 1 ,  1 985 but cla ims cannot be made based on any 

actual construction work or we ll dri l l ing that has taken place before 

that da te .  After July 1 ,  1 985 a l l  c la ims tor compensation made during 

the t1rst six months of the year will be added and , 1f claims exceed 

state allocations , the c laims wil l  be paid on a prorated basis .  

- 30 -

CON'tACTI 

John Paddock 
Chief, Water Quality Section 
Dept . of Natural Resources 
Call Box �001 
Eau Claire , Wisconsin 54702�00 1 
( 7 1 5 )  836-5 1 63 

David Weitz 
District Information Officer 
Dept . of Natural Resources 
Call Box �oo 1 
Eau Claire , Wisconsin 54702-4001 
( 7 1 5 )  836-2956 
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HEN0!·10N IE -- Health e ffec ts o f  herbi cide 

concentrations found in wate r wel ls in the rural Town o f  Red 
Cedar community of Rusk \·ri ll ba di scus sed by a represen tative 

o t the state Dapartment of He alth nnd Social Services during a 

• .,. r.eetinc; at 7 : 30 p . m . oct .  2 at the Red Cedar '.l'O\m H all 

in Rusk . 

The se s sion '"�i l l  be chai red by To\1-.'ll o f  Red 

Cedar Cha irman Je ro�e Prochnow . 

Department of Natural Resources 

rep�ntat i ve s  \d l l  discuss the dyn amics of 9roundwater flows 

in the are a , a l te rn ative wate r sources and a we ll compensation 

program tha t in part of the state ' s  n ew g roundwate r protec tion 

bill . 

The Department of Natural Resources sent 

le tters re cently to o'·mers o f  al l we lls in the commW\i ty 

a dvis ing the� to find othe r drinking wate r sources . 're sts 

of we lls in the commun ity show4 1 '  t 85 per�nt of the wel l s  

con tained some he rb i cide s  an d  that 37 percent o f  the we lls 
-· 

con tained � at least one compo\md in concent rations above 
he alth s t andards e s tabl i shed by ti�e Envi ronmental Protection ' 
Agency , \\7i s con sin �i s ion o f  He a l th and N at ional Ac ademy o f  

Science s .  

. ------.� ... ..... ....... .......... . 
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Eric I�1of f ,  �adison , a Department of 
Natural Re source s envi ronr.·cnt al en r.dnec r ,  \·rill discuss the 

state • s pri vatc , .. •e ll victir. compen sation program . John 

Paddock , E au C l n i re ,  � ·;;hie f o f  the agency ' s  -..,. l'le s t  Cent ral 

District \·�ate r  quality section , '" ' i l l  tl i s cuss groundwate r 

con tardnat ion . 

CONTACT : 

,Tohn Paddocl; David \veitz 

,;,f�/ 
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This is a typewritten copy o f  a statement I took from Dona ld R .  Lentz 
on 9/2 1 /84 . 

I started th is statement a t  1 0 : 25 a .m .  and completed it at 11 : 07 a . m .  
At 11 : 30 a . m .  I asked the subject to sign the statement a fter I had 
read it back to h im and he declined and re fused to sign such a 
statement . Here then fol l ows that statement : 

Dona ld R .  Lentz is 35 years o ld and has 4 years o f  vocationa l 
education . He provided the information to William G. Barton who is 
writing it down . 

I ,  Dona ld R .  Lentz , am owner of Lentz Fertilizer , Route 2 ,  Menomonie 
and have owned this incorporated company for about 15 years or s ince 
1 971.  I have about 17 emp loyee s at the peak o f  the season . I drive 
truck and am generally the only one on duty during the winter months 
with the exception of my bookkeeper . I do drive my own truck once in 
aWhile . I do handle all these products like Lasso , Dual , Atrazine , 
Sutan+ , B ladex , Erad icane , yes , I hand le all o f  them.  They come in all 
sizes by private carrier , liquid , powder , and g ranular. They come in 
paper bag s , P.lastic bags , p lastic cans , tin cans , plastic and metal 
drums . Fertili zer is the only material shipped by rail .  I am a 
restricted use app licator and have a license issued by the State o f  
Wisconsin . It is not required that I have an app lica tors license to 
apply the above -listed products . F Jr R lso hand le P4�quat and ferridan 
og 8ccasions . I d idn 't use any �dan and only about 70 gallons o f  
p¢rtquat th is year . I used about 3800 gallons o f  Lasso , 180 gallons o f  
Dual , 4500 gallons o f  Atraz ine , 3500 gallons o f  Sutan+ , 150 gallons of 
Bladex , and about 400 ga llons o f  Erad icane thi s  year . I spray about 
10 , 000 acres of farm land with all of these products . Each chemical 
has a d ifferent rate per ac re and is mixed in my company yard . No 
spi lls or accidents that I can recall on my property have occurred . 
The cans are rinsed and added to the load . No waste product is 
involved . In order to prevent spills of any k ind , I mix 80 to 90 
percent of a ll chemica ls at my p lace of business for the 10 , 000 acres 
of farm land that I spray . The men wear rubber goggles and rubber 
boots to protect themselves from spills . A truck ro lled over that was 
owned by me and it had fert ilizer ( pot a sh ) on it.  A pic ture was shown 
to me showing the site , but the tree that 's dead in the �cene was 
a l ready d ead before this fertilizer was spilled there . It was all 
c leaned up by me except that the soil was not removed from the scene . 
It was reported through the Sheriff 's o ffice . No waste material is 
dumped anywhere . It is used up in the field s .  Basica lly , the only 
spi lls I have are the two quarts out of the hoses or the 1 -3 gallons 
out of semi hoses . Preventative measures have been started to correc t 
these problems . These d isconnects amount to a lot o f  material being 
los t .  About three ga llons a day for about three weeks for maybe 4-5 
years is what has spilled on my property since I have been handling 
chemica l s . This is mixed materia l  of pesticides and fertilizers for 
app lication . I am making a concrete filling area to prevent 
groundwater contamination and to prevent produc t loss . I don 't wish to 
sign th is document , was the statement of Donald Lentz at 11 : 30 a . m .  
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· �t Industry Division 80,1 W. Badger Rd. 

Mt�son. WI 53713 
" 

CASE N O. 84-404-1 1 

lnveat. began 8-0J-eA 
Submitted . ( Rtcelwd (offlceAUG I 3 � 

RE LATED CASE NOS. ___ N_o_n_e 
___________________________ _ 

COMPLAINT AREA: 0 FEED O '
F E R TILIZER 0 LIME 

00\A� �2.- O seEo [) PESTICIDE 

SUSPECTED VIOLA TOR :  Name and address _ _..,I .. a..u.n .. tz.......,.F;;,�;eu.r;.J.ot..,11.�..,1�..�c:.�:eu.;r�,-I..wll""C...,.-aRQIQ11.L,j't'-�e.....,.2..,, -llfeii!IN:Aiol00111lll��r;;i*-4et.,,,.. • .-W�i•s • .----

Applicator 
---------------------------------------- P�e No. ----------�---- � No. ----------

EMPLOYE R/DISTR I BUTOR 
Name and address 

-------------------------------------------------------- �� No. ---------------

COMPLAINANT: Name and address Mike Degan OOR ground wa ter engineer , &au Claire O!fice. 
---------------------------------------------------------� No. ---------------

H EALTH COMPLAINT: [iJ Human 0 Livestock 
Physici�r�Neterfnarfln ___ Cao;pj£1n..uta-...m .... i .... na .... t ...... iwM.u.o....wOI6.f....;waJeiL1�1.._.w.aa.w;te..,r"--------- � N� ---------------

VIOLATION SUSPECTED: Use of pesticide contrary tp label 
1984 

------------------- Oate 1st Week in July Sec. cJttd Ag 29. 1 5 (1 )(a. ) 

PRODUCT INFORMATI ON :  lf necessarv. provide edditional information in narrativt 

1 .  Chemical/Ingredient Ala chl or-Meta 1 och1 or-A tra r.ine-butyla te 7 Unknown herbicide for samples. 
EPA 

Product name ------------------ Lot ------- Reg. No. ------

Labeler name and address --------------------------------

2. Chemical/ingredient----------------------------------

EPA 
Product name ------------------ Lot ------- Reg. No. _____ _ 
Labtler name and address ---------------------------------1 

PESTICIDE USE CATEGORY: ___ 1;..,:._1 _______ APPLICATION METHOD: 0 Aerial 
0 Fumigant I!J Gran . applic. 0 Ground spray 0 Irrigation 0 Mist blower 

LOCATION : County __ l)OioiiA.Im�n..._ _________ _ 

Address Route 2 
Township Red Cedar 

CltvNUiage Menomonie 

Description: T: 28N R: 12W 

D Bait 

0 Hand 

Sec: _..1 ,.�.5 ___ 1 

INSPE CTOR ACTION: 0 Waming Notice 0 Varbal Wamlng TO:------------------

0 Holding Order 

fU Photos 

PIA0·2 1 1Aev. 5183) 

0 Stop Sale 0 Vol. Removal No. -------------------

[] Samples (No.) 404-: 

INSPECTOR SIGNATU R�..c.

·

...lo"--�7'-"-=�'-�----

· 

----------
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f c • .,& .. 6 VA "' 
Narra t iv e  Incident Report� 

_., 
-� ��anse Lentz Fertilher . Ine. Da te of Incident let Week in July, 84 

Ia te of Report._..;:;8-0....::..:3-64'-=..:_---
Compla inant Mike Degan-OOR 

Addreu Rf2 I Men omon ie �Wi s 

Ca se Number...:84�:...:..J.:.;:�.:::.04..;:.-�1�1�------

On 8-01-84� I recei v ed noti fi ca ti on from our office that �ke Degan , !au Claire 

jlstrict � offi ce had conta cted u s  in refernee to the Lentz Fertili zer, Inc, 

ppera ti on, 

I Conta cted Mike Degan a t  his Eau Cla ire office, He advis ed that he ha s  

,taken (15) yater samples from wells within the Village of Rusk. Town of Red 

Cedar,. Punn County. Qf these samples, they fQund exce§siye leyels of 1asso & 
...J)wl in man7 we11 s, (See attached Elchibit fZ: maP & lis!, ot wells checked). He 

Jlso showed 111e pictures taken of pos s ible dumping or rinsing sites that my 
h!ve been caused by Lentz Fertilizer ,  Inc, herbi cide useage, (Exhibit f1 is 

copi e s  o f  Mi k e  Dega n ' s  photos ), 

I went · out t o  the seen , loca ting a ll sites within his pictures, I then 
,conta cted severa l residents ,  l ooki ng for pos sible use vi ola ti ons they may have 

-
.seen wi thin L entz • s  pesti cide opera ti on, I ta lked to Mr & Mrs William Harvey! 

R#2 , Men omon i e , (wi thin the Village af Rusk) ,  & ItS on Exhibit #2, They a dv±sed 

me tha t about the first part of July, 1984 , they observed a la rge yellow boom 

_truck ,  ' p ,  which a ppea red t o  be Lentz ' s  truck that pa s aed gy their house 

.every day, dump their pesticide rinse over the bank, . just north of their house,  

, (See a t ta ched EXhibit #3 from the Ha rveys ' ), 

I then t ook (2 ) dirt samples I '  s 404-91 Z &: 404-918, The samples are taken 

trom border property of the C&:NW ra ilr oad right of way and land owned by Neil 

Gavin woods I (old gravel pit a rea ), 

I then conta cted Dona ld Lentz a bout the general"bouse keeping" of his -

pesticide mixing. I pointed out the rn1�-use of empty pe sticide containers being 

used for other th "labeled roduct. 
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· - - - - -- - - - · - - - - - - - - - . - - - ( > .-- } � 

/ flame lAtnt�t Fertilizer tate of Incident. _______ _ 

Address __________________________ __ 
lAte of Report. ________ _ 

Ca se Number 84-404-11 
----------�----------

CDI!Ipla inant _________ _ 

He questi oned the DNR ' s  wa ter sample s ,  advising that he has no idea what i s  

tolerable, (I wa s able to obtain a copy of Mike Degan 's findings A later dropped 

s,hi s off with lAtnt� • s Secretary ) .  He a l s o  advi sed that all the neigh�oring -
farmers use pesti cides ,  the same a s  h e  doe s ,  He also showed me the corn crop 

�hit graws right npt to hi s fence lin e ,  plus the embankment sde , to insure 

there wouldn 't be a ny herbi cide runoff. 

I did not menti on the samples taken. 

.... Atta ched Exhib i t f4 shows detected levels found in Lent�t Fertili�ter ' s  

well & limitations allowable. 
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