
PRE-CERCLA SCREENING GUIDANCE  A-1

Attachment A: Pre-CERCLA Screening Checklist/Decision Form
This form is used in conjunction with a site map and any additional information required by the EPA Region to 
document completion of a Pre-CERCLA Screening (PCS). The form includes a decision on whether a site should be 
added to the Superfund program’s active site inventory for further investigation. Select from available dropdown 
values for fields marked with an asterisk *. 

Region:     State/Territory:   Tribe: ________________________________     __________________________ 

Site Contact Info/Mailing Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________

CERCLA 105d Petition for Preliminary Assessment? If Yes, Petition Date (mm/dd/yyyy): ________________ 

RCRA Subtitle C Site Status: Is site in RCRAInfo? If Yes, RCRAInfo Handler ID #: ____________________ 

Ownership Type*: Additional RCRAInfo ID #(s):______________________ 

Site Type*:  State ID #(s):  _________________________________ 

Site Sub-Type*: Other ID #(s):  _________________________________

Federal Facility? Federal Facility Owner*: 

Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDS)?  Federal Facility Operator*:  

Federal Facility Docket? If Yes, FF Docket Listing Date (mm/dd/yyyy): _______________________  

Federal Facility Docket Reporting Mechanism*: 

Native American Interest? If Yes, list Tribe:  ____________________________________________ 

Additional Tribe (s): ____________________________________________ 

Site Name: 
Other Site 
Name(s): 

Site Location: 
(Street)

Congressional  
District 

(City) (County) (State / Terr)  (Zip+4)

If no street address is available: _____________________________________________ 
(Township-Range) 

_________________________________
(Section) 

Checklist Preparer: 

(Name / Title) (Date) 

(Organization) (Phone)

(Street) (Email)

(City) (County) (State / Terr) (Zip+4)

Click here for the EPA Tribe Entity Mapping           EPA ID No. (If Available) 
spreadsheet.

+

+
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https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2016-05/tribe_entity_mapping_2016_05_04.xls


Attachment A: Pre-CERCLA Screening Checklist/Decision Form 

PRE-CERCLA SCREENING GUIDANCE  A-2

Geospatial Information 

Latitude: + Longitude:   – 

 Decimal Degree North (e.g., +38.859156)        Decimal Degree West (e.g., -77.036783)  

Provide 4 significant digits at a minimum, more if your collection method generates them. 

Except for certain territories in the Pacific Ocean, all sites in U.S. states and territories are located within the northern and 
western hemispheres and will have a positive latitude sign and negative longitude sign. The coordinate signs should be changed 
as necessary for sites in the southern and/or eastern hemispheres.  

Point Description: Select the option below that best represents the site 
point for future reference and to distinguish it from any nearby sites. 

Geocoded (address-matched) Site Address  
Site Entrance (approximate center of curb-cut) 
Approximate Center of Site 
Other Distinguishing Site Feature (briefly describe below): 

Point Collection Method: Check the method used to collect the 
coordinates above and enter the date of collection. 

Online Map Interpolation  
GPS (handheld, smartphone, other device or technology with 
accuracy range < 25 meters) 
GPS Other (accuracy range is ≥ 25 meters or unspecified) 
Address Matching: Urban  
Address Matching: Rural 
Other Method: ___________________________________________ 

Collection Date (mm/dd/yyyy): ___________________

POINT-SELECTION CONSIDERATIONS 

 Often the best point is a feature
associated with the environmental
release or that identifies the site
visually.

 Use the curb cut of the entrance to the
site if there is a clear primary entrance
and it is a good identifier for the overall
location.

 The approximate center of the site (a
guess at the centroid) is useful for
large-area sites or where there are no
appropriate distinguishing features.

 Use the geocoded address if that is the
only or best option available, but if
possible use something more
representative for sites larger than 50
acres.

Site Description 

Use this section to briefly describe site background and conditions if known or (easily) available, such as: 
operational history; physical setting and land use; site surface description, soils, geology and hydrogeology; 
source and waste characteristics; hazardous substances/contaminants of concern; historical releases, 
previous investigations and cleanup activities; previous regulatory actions, including permitting and 
enforcement actions; institutional controls; and community interest. 

Insert text here: 
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Attachment A: Pre-CERCLA Screening Checklist/Decision Form 

PRE-CERCLA SCREENING GUIDANCE  A-3

Complete this checklist to help determine if a site should be added to the Superfund 
Active site inventory. See Section 3.6 of the PCS guidance for additional information. YES NO Unknown 

1. An initial search for the site in EPA’s Superfund active, archive and non-site
inventories should be performed prior to starting a PCS. Is this a new site that does
not already exist in these site inventories?

2. Is there evidence of an actual release or a potential to release?

3. Are there possible targets that could be impacted by a release of contamination at
the site?

4. Is there documentation indicating that a target has been exposed to a hazardous
substance released from the site?

5. Is the release of a naturally occurring substance in its unaltered form, or is it
altered solely through naturally occurring processes or phenomena, from a location
where it is naturally found?

6. Is the release from products which are part of the structure of, and result in
exposure within, residential buildings or business or community structures?

7. If there has been a release into a public or private drinking water supply, is it due to
deterioration of the system through ordinary use?

8. Are the hazardous substances possibly released at the site, or is the release itself,
excluded from being addressed under CERCLA?

9. Is the site being addressed under RCRA corrective action or by the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission?

10. Is another federal, state, tribe or local government environmental cleanup program
other than site assessment actively involved with the site (e.g., state voluntary 
cleanup program)?

11. Is there sufficient documentation or evidence that demonstrates there is no
likelihood of a significant release that could cause adverse environmental or
human health impacts?

12. Are there other site-specific situations or factors that warrant further CERCLA
remedial/integrated assessment or response?
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Attachment A: Pre-CERCLA Screening Checklist/Decision Form 

PRE-CERCLA SCREENING GUIDANCE  A-4

Please explain recommendation below: 

Site Assessor:      _______________________________________________       _________________
  Print Name/Signature                                                      Date

EPA Regional Review and Pre-CERCLA Screening Decision 

Add site to the Superfund active site inventory for completion of a: 

 Standard/full preliminary assessment (PA) 
 Abbreviated preliminary assessment (APA) 
 Combined preliminary assessment/site inspection (PA/SI) 
 Integrated removal assessment and preliminary assessment 
 Integrated removal assessment and combined PA/SI 
Other: ___________________________________________ 

Do not add site to the Superfund active site inventory. Site is: 

Not a valid site or incident 
Being addressed by EPA’s removal program 
Being addressed by a state cleanup program 
Being addressed by a tribal cleanup program 
Being addressed under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
Being addressed by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Other: ___________________________________________ 

EPA Regional 
Reviewer:            __________________________________________________________________       _________________ 

Print Name/Signature                                  Date  

PCS Summary and Decision Rationale 

Use this section to summarize PCS findings and support the decision to add or not add the site to the 
Superfund active site inventory for further investigation. Information does not need to be specific but, where 
known, can include key factors such as source and waste characteristics (e.g., drums, contaminated soil); 
evidence of release or potential release; threatened targets (e.g., drinking water wells); key sampling results (if 
available); CERCLA eligibility; involvement of other cleanup programs; and other supporting factors. 

Insert text here: 

Preparer’s Recommendation:   Add site to the Superfund active site inventory.  

  Do not add site to the Superfund active site inventory. 
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Possible Private Water Wells Near the R L O’Keefe & Sons Inc. Landfill 
Town of Ledgeview, Brown County, WI  

 

 

Note:  The well locations are approximate and often based on the PLSS coordinates recorded on the well constructor’s 
form.  Wells that have been recently installed and wells that have been abandoned (no longer in use) may not be shown.   
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	Tribe: 
	Site Name: R L O'Keefe & Sons Inc. Landfill
	Other Site Name 1: O'Keefe Landfill
	Other Site Name 2: 
	Site Location Stree: Heritage Road
	Congressional District: 8
	Site Location City: Town of Ledgeview
	Site Location County: Brown
	Site Location Township-Range: Landfill straddles SE, NE, Sec. 1, T22N, R20E 
	Site Location Section: and SW, NW, Sec. 6, T22N, R21E 
	Checklist Preparer Name-Title: Stephen D. Mueller / Hydrogeologist
	Checklist Preparer Date: 07/18/2017
	Checklist Preparer Organization: Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
	Checklist Preparer Phone: (414) 263-8631
	Checklist Preparer Street: 2300 N. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Drive
	Checklist Preparer Email: StephenD.Mueller@WI.gov
	Checklist Preparer City: Milwaukee
	Checklist Preparer County: Milwaukee
	Site Contact InfoMailing Address: Richard R. Joslin / Hydrogeologist
	Site Contact InfoMailing Address 2: 625 East County Road Y, Suite 700, Oshkosh, WI 54901-9731
	If Yes Petition Date mmddyyyy: 
	If Yes RCRAInfo Handler ID: 
	Ownership Type: [Private ]
	Additional RCRAInfo ID s: 
	site_type: [Waste Management]
	State ID s: Facility ID (FID) # 405018240
	site_subtype: [Co-disposal landfill (municipal and industrial)]
	Other ID s: Landfill License # 2031 
	Federal Facility: [No]
	FF Owner: [(Make selection)]
	FUDS: [No]
	FF Operator: [(Make selection)]
	If Yes FF Docket Listing Date mmddyyyy: 
	FF Docket Reporting Mechanism: [(Make selection)]
	Native American Interest?: [No]
	If Yes list Tribe: 
	Additional Tribe s: 
	Site Description: The 10-acre R L O'Keefe & Sons, Inc. Landfill site is owned by High Ridge Corporation and began as a sand & gravel operation in the 1940's or 1950's, based on historical aerial photographs.  The site is located across County Highway X immediately north of the 60- to 70-acre Brown County East (municipal) Landfill.  According to a "hydrogeological conditions" report (circa 1978) for the O'Keefe Landfill, unconsolidated deposits in the area are characterized as "silt, clay, sand, gravel and boulders and various mixtures of these materials," which are underlain by "a gray highly weathered Maquoketa shale having the consistency of a very hard moderately plastic clay."  The unconsolidated deposits are identified as stratified glacial outwash (coarse) and lacustrine (fine) deposits that are approximately 80 to 130 feet thick on site.  Approximately 500 feet east of the site is the northeast-southwest trending escarpment of the Niagaran dolomite, which overlies the Maquoketa Shale and adds roughly 100 feet of elevation to the local topography.  Based on site monitoring wells, groundwater is encountered between 10 and 50 feet below ground surface (bgs), resulting in groundwater elevations between approximately 770 and 803 feet above mean sea level and flow in a northwesterly direction across the site.  Surface water runoff in the site vicinity is ultimately to the East River located approximately 2 miles to the northwest.    

In 1973, Robert O'Keefe approached the property owner, Bernard Van Straten (BVS), about using the sand & gravel pit for a landfill lined and covered periodically with clay obtained from BVS sand & gravel overburden deposits.  From 1973 until January 9, 1986, the 7.4-acre landfill accepted paper mill sludge, electric utility fly ash, foundry wastes from multiple sources, building demolition debris from local contractors, and water treatment sludge for a short time.  BVS was paid a royalty based on the amounts of wastes landfilled.  In late 1986, closure of the landfill was completed in accordance with WDNR specifications (including an engineered cap) and long-term leachate collection and groundwater and gas monitoring were undertaken by R L O'Keefe & Sons, Inc.  Leachate collection was discontinued in December 1997 and groundwater monitoring in June 1999.  Robert O'Keefe died in the early 2000's, and his son Dan, an "officer and director" of R L O'Keefe & Sons, Inc., refused responsibility for on-going maintenance of the landfill. High Ridge Corporation proceeded with leachate collection until it ran out of funds in 2008.  Consequently, the WDNR developed a "voluntary commitment" among a group of identified "interested parties" to continue long-term leachate collection; leachate, groundwater, and gas probe monitoring; and annual inspection of the landfill.  
	Latitude: 44.41049
	Longitude: 88.00787
	Point Description: Approximate Center of Site
	Other Distinguishing Site Feature: 
	Point Collection Method: Online Map Interpolation
	Other Point Method: 
	Collection Date: 07/12/2017
	Does not exist in site inventory?: Yes
	Evidence of Release?: Yes
	Possible Targets?: Yes
	Documentation of exposure?: No
	Release substance where naturally found?: No
	Release substance from and within building?: No
	Release due to deterioration through ordinary use?: No
	Release substance excluded from being addressed in CERCLA?: No
	Does EPA require the site be addressed under RCRA CA or NRC?: No
	Is another entitiy involved with the site?: Yes
	Is there sufficient documentation of no adverse impacts?: No
	Other factors that warrant CERLCA assessment or response?: Unknown
	PCS Summary and Decision Rationale Summary: The WDNR Waste & Materials Management Program's Groundwater Environmental Monitoring System (GEMS) database contains groundwater and leachate sampling analytical results dating back to about 1983.  In leachate, indicators of foundry wastes (e.g., lead and manganese), coal combustion fly ash (e.g., boron and molybdenum), and paper mill sludge (e.g., lead; no other potential indicator chemicals analyzed) exhibited concentrations that were orders of magnitude above EPA maximum contaminants levels (MCLs) and/or WDNR enforcement standards for drinking water.  However, other than boron, these potential contaminants have not been sampled and analyzed in groundwater samples from observation wells surrounding the O'Keefe landfill.  Nor have polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), dioxins and furans, chlorophenols, and inorganics such as cyanide and zinc, all of which can be found in paper mill sludges, been analyzed in groundwater or leachate samples from the landfill.  Volatile organic compounds (VOCs), such as chlorinated solvents (e.g., tetrachloroethylene, trichloroethylene, 1,1,1-trichloroethane, and vinyl chloride), have been analyzed in the leachate on an annual basis since 2010, but have not been detected.  

Aqueous phase contamination (landfill leachate &/or groundwater contamination) could pose a threat to drinking water supplies in the rural areas surrounding the R L O'Keefe & Sons Inc. landfill.  The nearest public water supply well is located ~2.2 miles northwest of the landfill; however, most residents and commercial establishments near the landfill obtain potable water from private wells.  In addition to contaminants already being monitored, the leachate collection system and existing monitoring ("observation") wells surrounding the O'Keefe landfill can be sampled for potential aqueous contaminants that have not been sampled and analyzed to date (e.g., PCBs, dioxins and furans, chlorophenols and other semi-VOCs, and inorganics such as cyanides, chromium, zinc, etc.).  


	Site Assessor Signature Date: 8/22/2017
	Add Site Completion Other: 
	Do Not Add Site Other: 
	EPA Regional Reviewer Sig Date: 9/13/2017
	Federal Facility Docket?: [No]
	CERCLA 105d Petition?: [No]
	In RCRAInfo?: [(Make selection)]
	EPA ID No: 
	Checklist Preparer State/Territory: [WI]
	region: [5]
	Add or Do Not Add site: ADD_PA
	state_terr: [WI]
	Site Location Zip: 54115
	Site Location Zip-4: 
	Checklist Preparer Zip: 53212
	Checklist Preparer Zip-4: 
	SiteAssessor: Stephen D. Mueller / 
	PreparersRecommendation: ADD
	EPA Regional Reviewer Signature: Chrystal Brantley/


