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Mr, James Wright, Public Health Sanitarien, Distriet HWo. 4 Division of
Health and I visited the Onalaska dump on Tuesday, March 25, 1969, The
dump is located in the southwest part of the city in a marsh area just
#ast of the chapnel of the Black River g short distance above its junciure
with the Mississippli River. Although this dump is not located on the
river bank, 1t is definitely in the floodplain., It has been veported
that this area has been Llnundated during pevicds of high water in the
Black and Mississippl Rivers,

AL the time of this visit there was evidence of uncontrolled dumping of
refuse in the mersh arsa, sz shown on the enclosed picture. 1t was also
noted that dikes were being constructed in this area for protection against
flooding but the dikes were located on the landward side of the dump, thus
affording no protection for the dump against flosding.

A discussion of the dump location and the possibility of its flooding

was held via telephone with Mr. Jack Zivbes, Onalaska City Enginesr on
HMonday worning, March 31, 1969, 9his was a three way conversation between
Mr. Zirbes, Floyd Stautwz, Reglonal Director, Madison, and wmyself, Measures
for the protection of the dump against flooding were requested at this
time (see attached letier).
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¥r, Jack Zirbes
Civy Englnesr
Onalaska, ¥Wisconsin

bear Wr. Zirbes:

This will confiys cur telephose conversation of Monday, Harch 31, 196%
between you, Mr. Floyd Stautz, Reglonal Director, Division of Environ-
mental Protection, apd the writer. The losation and protection sgeinst
flooding of the ¢nslasks vefuse dump was discussed at that time,

4 visit was made 2o the Onslasks demp by ¥, James Wright, Public Health
Saniterisn, Distriet Ho. &, Divisiecn of Health and the writer on Tuesday,
March 25, 1969. The dump iz located in the southwest part of the City
of (nelasks in the BE: section B, TI6H, R7W. 7Thiz avea east of the
cheannel of the Rlack Biver iz lowv marsh land and iz in the floodplain of
the Black Rivar.

&b the time of this wisit refuses wazs belng
gnoontrolled wenner., Dlkes were belisg ructed in the arss of the
dump for protection agalsat the suxpe flooding of the Mississippi and
Black Rivers. 1t sppesaved thet these dikes were so locsted as o not
imclude the dump ipn the sras o be protscted frow Fflood waters., Thus,
inm the svent that this area iz flooded, refuse wmaterial would he carried
ismto the stresw by the flood walers,

eposited on The ground in an
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it was recosmended in our telephone comversstion that the dump ares

be completely covered with st lesst two feet compacted soll or that
the area of the dump be protected from flooding by the construction of
earth dikes of sufficient helght as to prevent the flood waters from
reaching the dump, It i3 expected that these precautions will ke con-
pleted prior to the time of the flood crest in this area.
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The recently adopted sclid waste disposal standards have not vet been
received from the pristersz. However, we a&re submltting with this letter
& copy of the December 30, 1968 draft which was modified somewhat by the

Thiz should be a guide to wou until we can sand
ards,

v questions or Lf we can be of assistamce to you in any

Yery truly yours,

&

Harry A.
%eglonsl

Approved this 3lst da

Btauvte, ¥,
Director
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State Of WisconSin \ DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES

DIVISION OF HEALTH
DISTRICT 4 OFFICE

104 STATE OFFICE BUILDING
250 MORMON COULEE ROAD
LA CROSSE, WISCONSIN 54601
PHONE (608) 784-8289

March 14, 1969

Mr. Floyd Stautz, P.E.

Regional Director

Division of Environmental Protection
Lhl W. Main Street

Madison, Wisconsin

Dear Mr. Stautz:

A concerned Onalaska citizen called into this office in connection
with the Onalaska dump., The dump in gquestion is located in a flood
plain near the Black River., Actually, you and I visited this dump
during the high water period of 1967. The concern of the citizen
was that garbage would again be carried downstream along with the
expected flood waters this spring.

I told the above complainant that I Woﬁld relay his message to you
in that we no longer have the solid waste program. I also explained
that pollution of surface waters should be dealt with through your

f/’ W

division.
James G, Wright

Public Health Sanitarian

/
Singgrely,

JGW rvmd

cc: Bureau of Environmental Health
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