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A SUperfurrl cleanup plan nust be designed before it can be p.it into 
actioo. '!he cleanup plan far the Onalaska lwlmicipal Larrlfill is in 
the ''remedial design~ i;ra.se which ioolooes drawin;J up blueprints far 
b.rlldm.:J the water treabnent plant an::i the lamfill cap. 'lllralghoot 
1991, the U.S. Environmental. Prot.ectioo Aqercy (U.S. EPA) an::i 
Wisconsin DeparbnP..nt of Natural Resa.irces (Wl:NR) ca-rluc..,"ted design 
activities such as corductirg a pmp test; testirg sediment in Dodge 
Chute; sanplirq soil to test the bioremediatioo technology in the 
laboratory; an::i surveyirg the area to detennine lan::i contoors far 
cap design. In additioo, U.S. EPA an::i WOOR have discussed the 
discharge location of treated water into the Black River. 

'lbese activities, paid far by U.S. EPA an::i WOOR, are preliminai:y 
steps which need to be taken before blueprints are drawn up. 

In additia,, U.S. EPA has stq;JeSted that the Cnalaska To.rln Board 
p.n-chase prq>erty aroun.1 the perimeter of the lamfill (see site 
map) to help U.S. EPA catplete its 'NOI'k in the quicJcest possible 
timeframe. '1he To.rln Board's purdlasirg process is not as cumbersane 
as the Federal Government's, therefore, work can be expedited in a 
cost-effective manner. 

'Ibis fact sheet gives an overview of the design activities to date, 
a revised sc:hedule of upcanin;J activities, an::i soorces to contact 
far further infonnatioo. 

DESIGN .ICl'lvl'l'J..t.8 

A variety of design activities took place in 1991 which will enable 
the cleamp to begin as scheduled: 

• Punp Test - '1he pmp test, dcne in April, pit pressure on the 
contaminated aquifer by pmpirg rut as Ill1d1 water as possible to 
determine hCM nuch water witlmawal the aquifer can hanile. 
Preliminary p.mp test infonnatioo imicated that water nust be 
p.mped at 800 gallons per minute to stq> the area of 
contamination (the c::ontaminant "ph.nne") fran leavirg the 
lan::ifill. To be conservative, U.S. EPA will design the water 
treatm:mt plant to harrlle 1,000 gallons per minute. 



• Sedirrent fran Dodge Olute - U.S. EPA is hq>~ to use material 
for part of the larrlfill cap fran nearby Dodge Olute if WIX-m's 
IaCrosse district office arranges to have Dodge Olute dredged in 
Spring 1992. WCNR test results have already determined that the 
sediment may be used as a fill layer on the larrlfill. M::>ney 
could be saved by us~ this dredged material because a smaller 
arra.mt of soil will need to be brought in fran an ootside source 
to crnplete the cap. Because less soil may be transported, the 
neighborhood arourrl the larrlfill may experience less truck 
traffic arrl noise. 

• Soil Sanpl~ - U.S. EPA is using soil sanples fran the larrlfill 
in laboratory test~ to detennine the effectiveness of the 
biorerre:liation technology selected to clean up contaminated soil 
aroum the larrlfill. (Certain technologies, while effective at 
many SUperfurrl sites, do not always work because corrlitions may 
not be corrlucive for success. For exal'l'ple, certain types of 
chemicals may not be consumed by microorganisrrs. or, sufficient 
oxygen ma.y not be available in the soil to help the bacteria 
utilize the organic chemicals as food.) 'lbe laboratory testing 
will continue through February 1992. 

• SUrveys - U.S. EPA surveyed the larrlfill last Fall to determine 
the construction bourx:laries am lam contoors. 'Ibis inf onnation 
will tell the Age.rcy ha.ti nuch fill will be needed to l::uild the 
cap, am what private prq;,erty will be inpacted by its 
construction. U.S. EPA will obtain the necessary easements as 
proposed on the site map, or the Ta.vn ccw.d pn-dlase sane of the 
affected property to make it legally accessible for cleanup 
p.uposes • 

• U.S. EPA,'WOOR Discussions - Continuoos diSOJSSions between U.S. 
EPA am wrx-m have taken place to determine the location of water 
discharged into the Black River after it is treated, or cleansed, 
in the on-site water treatment plant. SUdl CClllllUlU.cation between 
the Agencies is necessary because WI:1-m is determinirq the 
discharge limits for the cleansed water am U.S. EPA needs to 
know those limits to prq,erly design the cleans~ process. 

'O'PC(J(]N3 .M.!'llvl'l'.Im 

several activities concerning the cap, water treabnent plant, and 
biorerre:liation are scheduled to begin in 1992: 

~ 
Finish blueprints 
Accept bids on cap construction 
start cap con.struction 
Finish cap construction 

EST. o::J.!PLm'I~ TIME 
Spr~ 1992 
Spr~ 1992 
Fall 1992 
Spr~/SUmmer 1993 



water Treabnent Plant 
Finish blueprints 
Accept bids on plant construction 
start plant construction 
Finish plant construction 
start pumpIDJ and treatinJ water 
Finish pumpIDJ and treatinJ water 

Bioremediation 
Finish lab tests 
Finish blueprints 
Accept bids on bioremediation work 
start bioremediation work 
Finish bioremediation work 

AVAILABLE INFORM1\TION 

SUmmer 1992 
SUmmer 1992 
Fall 1992 
SUmmer 1993 
SUmmer 1993 
Irrlefinite 

Winter (Jan.) 1992 
SprinJ 1992 
SUmmer 1992 
SprinJ 1993 
Fall 1994 

Anyone desirinJ additional information about the SUperfund process 
or the activities beinJ comucted at the Onalaska Municipal landfill 
are encouraged to review the documents that have been prepared for 
the site. Copies of work plans, test results, the Record of 
Decision, and other site-related documents are available for review 
at: 

Holmen Public Library 
103 state st. 
Onalaska, WI 

LaCrosse Co\lllty Library, Qnalaska Branch 
741 oak Ave., South 
Onalaska, WI 

As site-related documents are completed, they are placed in the 
information repositories listed above. For further information, or 
to be added to U. s. EPA' s mailing list for the Onalaska Municipal 
landfill, contact: 

SUsan Pastor, 5P-19J 
Community Relations Coordinator 
(312) 353-1325 

Kevin Adler, ~-6J 
Remedial Project Manager 
(312) 886-7078 

Toll Free: 1-800-621-8431 
9 a.m. - 4: 30 p.m., weekdays 

U.S. EPA 
Region 5 

77 w. Jackson Blvd. 
Oucago, IL 60604 

U.S. EPA and WDNR representatives will attend a Town-sponsored 
meeting to answer questions regarding the Agencies' suggestion that 
the Town purchase land around the perimeter of the landfill. The 
meetinJ is scheduled for 7:30 p.m., Wednesday, Jan. 15, 1992, at the 
Onalaska Town Hall. The Town may be contacted for further 
information. 
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