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By Thomas J. Hagerty _
Journal Enviro Réporter

. A cleaning solvent containing
‘trichloroethylene was used years ago
by Northern Signal Co. in Saukville,
a Wisconsin :Department of Natural
Resources investigator said Wednes-
day. ' ) '

Frank Trcka of the DNR said Mil-
ton Curtz, a retired Northern Signal
employe, had told him that the firm

- used the solvent to clean transform-_

ers made in Chicago for the farm

used TCE,

fence .contro! systems assembled in

the 1960s in Saukville. 8
Trcka, other DNR employes and

the US Environmental Protection

Agency are investigating how poten-

tially dangerous trichloroethylene, or -

TCE, got into Saukville groundwater.

-Because of -the Curtz statements
and other information, the regional
EPA enforcement chief in Chicago
said he would ask EPA lawyers later
this week to file a formal order un-
der the federal Clean Water Act re-
quiring Northern Signal to disclose

" ing the Saukville investigation. ~ ~

retiree says

past chemical waste disposal prac-
tices. S

"Curtz, of the Town of Saukville,
said he did not know how Northern
had disposed of the solvent or who
supplied it, said Trcka. Curtz could
not be reached by The Journal for

' comment.

Pollutants travel through ground-
water as little as a few feet a year, so.
Northern Signal could be the TCE
source, said Edward DiDomenico, the
regional EPA chief who is supervis-

Turn to Wells, Page 2

R. Charles Ross, vice president and :
genefal manager for Freeman Chemi- .
cal, said the information came in a
letter received Wednesday from the .

feid |

Until Northern Signal moved to

Rochester, Minn., in 1971, it made . X .
farm fence controls in a building at S0lvent supplier, DuBois Chemicals

350 Tower Dr., Saukville, that hous- Division of Chemed Corp., Sharon- ?
es a well. Its present occupants say - Y6 Ohlo. ’ o
they never have used the well f Ross, who said he did not know ;
waste disposal. What solvent Freeman had used " -
A month ago, Theodore Bosch of . 1974, or its chemical mix, jf
the DNR noticed that water from the he would ask Saukville plant manag-
abandoned Northern Signal well had er Russell Cerk to search records faor :
a stronger odor, indicative of TCE the answer. Freeman has been in
pollution, than the water from an Saukville for more than 30 years. /-
industrial well about 600 feet away : n
that was found to have contained 0.9 ppb m'November L
TCE last November. The industrial __ The concentration of TCE in the
November water samples from thé

well water is used by Freeman'
: : . Freeman well, the last taken, was 0.9 |
Chemical Corp. to cool equipment in pa per billion. That was nearly

its Saukville plant. ' -double an earlier 1980 reading ob-
Compound cleared - tained by the EPA, but was still non-

In a related matter, Freeman hazardous. The EPA considers the :
Chemical has been notified that a compound to be'cancer causing at 4.5

cleaning - solvent called Ferro-Terj, ppb. ) :
which it has used since 1974, has No TCE has been found in Sauk- -

never contained TCE. :

]
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ville’s community wells. S
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. Part 2

-—% : ByThomas 3. Hagerty'

’ Journal Environmerital Reporter *
. A wider search for tgoxic chemicals in
~Saukville water will begin next month,
»raccording to Edward DiDomenico, an of-

! ficial with the US Environmental Protec-

~ction Agency. - .

°75 Water samplesiwlill' pe taken in mid-

“February from all three community
i wells, from a well now- used only by
~Freeman Chemical Corp. and, in all likeli-
“hood, from a long-abandoned industrial
- well .once used. by Northern Signal Co.,

+ DiDomenico said last week.

¥ The samples will be tested at the agen-
“¢cy's laboratory in' Chicago for benzene
and trichloroethylene. Both compounds
iare potentially can¢er-causing. :

1. Chemical analyses last year showed the
" contaminants had.not reached drinking-
fwater - wells. But: the .concentration of

“trichloroethylene last November at Well -

i

3%

+2, which only. Freeman Chemical - uses,

‘/"’V\ [~ / /9% tHE MILWAUKEE JOURNAL Monday, Jan'

‘had risen to 0.9 parts per-billion. The EPA
-considers the chemical cancer-causing for

people at 4.5 ppb. : .
«\We.consider this case a lot more im-
portant than we did a few months ago,”
DiDomenico said. .
“DiDomenico, EPA’s Midwest- enforce-
ment chief, and officials of the State De-
partment of Natural Resources said they
agreed Thursday -during a'conference call
that the broader water-testing program

‘was needed. "
- DiDomenico also said he would order

‘Freeman Chemical to disclose the chemi-
- cal content of a cleaning solvent it first
used in 1974 if efforts by The Milwaukee
- Journal to obtain those records fail.

He said the EPA would test ‘samples for
two main reasons: because water from a
well abandoned in 1971 by Northern Sig-
nal Co. had an odor indicating severe
chemical contamination and because the
level last November of trichloroethylene

ings there: <. -~

_at Well 2.was nearly double earlier read-

* More tests of Saukville water planned

Well 2 had supplied drinking water for
residents until Theodore Bosch, a DNR
community water supply supervisor, rea-
soned that it probably was the source of

- odors in the municipal system and should

be disconnected from the village system.
Well 2 water was rerouted two years

ago to Freeman and is used only by the

company and only for industrial cooling.

The Northern Signal well was aban-
doned in- 1971, when the fence-control
manufacturing operation moved to Roch-
ester, Minn. e

Northern officials in Rochester have
been unable to find Saukville plant
records showing what chemicals, if any,
Northern might have dumped into or near
the well in the 1960s and earlier.

Daniel Wilson, a groundwater special-
ist for the DNR, said he thought heavy
pumping of cooling water by Freeman
probably was drawing whatever trichlo-

" roethylene remained in. groundwater to

well 2.
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Saukville water
to be discussed

State and federal environmental officials next
week will discuss where and how often Village of
Saukville groundwater should be tested for possi-
ble chemical pollution. S ‘

Officials of the Wisconsin Department of Natu- g
ral Resources in Madison and Milwaukee and the’
US Environmental Protection Agency in’ Chicago
will-discuss Jan. 8 what kind of tests would be

best,/and which agency should perform them, said -

‘Daniel Wilson, public well water specialist for the
DNR in Madison. o e

Low-level concentrations of ‘toxic benzene and
trichloroethylene (TCE) were detected last Janu-
ary-at Well 2. That well was disconnected from
the community system two years ago and now s
used . exclusively for cooling water by Freeman
Chemical Co. in Sauky .lle, -~

EPA tests on samples taken last July and No-
vember showed that water from wells that provid-
ed drinking water was safe.

Samples taken Nov. 18 from Well 2 detected no
benzene but did contain 0.9 parts per billion (ppb)
of TCE, compared with 0.5 ppb the preceding Jan-
uary. ‘ :

~ “I'm pretty satisfied that it [TCE] is not getting
into the drinking water,” said Wilson.
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By MIKE BEIGHTOL

 Saukville — There has been an in-

crease in the level of a toxic-chemical

+ found in a well' used by the Freeman
! Chemical Corp, an official of the US En-

vironmental Protectxon Agency said Fri-

Edward DxDomemco, an enforcement

'Ehvef with the EPA in Chicago, said Fri-
‘day ‘that results from'a Nov. 18 test indi-

cated 0.9 parts  per-hillion of mchloroe-
thylene in Well No. 2.

“Thursday, officials - said prehmmary

;report: indicated-the level of TCE inthe

well ‘remained ‘the same’ or decreased

‘from last January’s level of 0.5 parts per

‘ “billion.

P

Donald Maddox, an EPA section chief,
said the increase does not necessarily
endanger the village water supply.

“If the level of contamination starts 10
g0 up, after repeated pumping, you can
educatedly guess that the contamination
is being drawn closer to that well,” Mad-

dox said."‘That fact may mean a decreas-

"Sauékvéﬁﬂe

ing chance of contamination at other (vil-
lage) wells.” :

Tests showed Well No 1, which sup=""
lies “the vmage with drinking water,

ntained no benzene or TCE.

© The results also confirmed benzene had
dissipated from ‘Well No. 2 from alnear-

lier level of 0.2 parts per billion. h -

chemicals ¢an causecancer.
Madddox said a TCE level of 4.0 parts

per billion ¢ould constitute a health haz- .
ard.

Village -Administrator ‘Michael “Harri-

gan said officials might look into the -

practices of the Northern Signal Co.,

formerly located in Saukville, in connec-

tion with the contamination of Well No.
2. : ' v

The firm, which moved to Rochester,
Minn., in 1970, used a soivent to remove a

protective grease applied to unfinished

metals said R;chard Thompson tne

firm’s manager

Thompson said he has begun a search
of company records to determine wheth-
er the solvent contained TCE. He said the
company stopped using the solvent after
movmg to Rechester.

“Tt’s been 2 long time since we were
down -there “{in Saukville),” Thompson
said. “1 really have to plead xgnorance on’
what was in the solvent.”

Thompson said the firm used the‘sol-

posed of.

Thompson said he knew of no solvent
spills at the Saukville site. The firm man-
ufactures electric fence control boxes.

Harrigan had said the firm used materi-

‘als that contained TCE *“in sizable

amounts

‘No one from the EPA or the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources have
“contactéd the firm about the contamxna- :
~tien, Thompson said. g

e —

vent “at least five years.” He said he.
idn’t ‘know how the solwent was dis--
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+  Ted Boesch of the DNR said. s = e e e

His statement was repeated by Ed
DiDomenico of the EPA.

Both men told Ozaukee Press Tuesday
that- the continued monioring of weil

; number two at Saukvilie was being done to
determine the source of the Michael
trichluroethylene and benzene that hud
been found in the water. Well two has not
been on the public water supply system
since eurly 1979.

**We have been doing cuarierly
monitoring since the shustion was dis-
covered,”” DiDomenica said Tuesday.
“We have not started any new maonitering
program and we are not doing any spezd-
ing up of testing of the Saukville water.”

Testing is being done at the Chicago of-
fice of the EPA in an effort to discover the
source of the trichlorethylene and benzene
in well two.

There is no cvidence of any of the con-
taminants in the other wells in the village.
At the amount of contuminants in well
two does nol approach toxic levels, both
men said.

The need for the assurances arose [ast
week, when several articles in the Mil-
waukee Journal stated that the ground-
wiler in Saukville was contaminated and
that the Journal article spuired incressed

Harrigan

said, **We do not feel Freeman Chemical
Corp. s responsible for the alleged con- '
tamination of Saukville well two.™
DiDomenico has also said that therz is
no direct link bziween Freeman and the
componenis found in the well two waier.
Tests have been made al Fraerman’s plani,
a1 T Par end Saubvile Foads ohile vy
samples have been coletted from well
two, well une and welf four.
The results of the sumples
July were inconclusive the EPA

ke

Tl
in November. That micant that the testing
could not Nind the minuscule amonats that
might be found in the water and thai test-
e e s i m vraem ine of sumnles taken Na. 1R would be done’
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~May 8, 1956, gasoline; sprll when 7, 000
* gallons of. gasoline feaked into-a creek at

.: Om

Clipping Bureau Fisio
I

Port Washu..gton
Ozaukee Press i

/Couldrlhe benzene and

xrrchloroelhylene that have been found in -

minute proportions, i
Saukville come from

The benzene could have come from a

Saukville when avalve on a bulk plant tank
was lefl- open.. The gasolrne was ﬂushed
into a creek and then sel on F re {o burn n

“The bossrbrluy exists’ lhal some of thal

- gasoline, which ‘contains benzene, could
. have ‘seeped’ into: lhe ground Freeman -
suggested.

Freeman oﬁ'rcrals also sald that spem dry

.“.cleaning’ fluids which contain
. lrrchlorelhylene were drscarded near the’

well
Accordmg to the Freeman release. lhere

*is common knowledge -that such ﬂurds
were “discarded . near well number two, -
Efforts by the Ozaukee Press to learn when
the fluids were discarded and who did the ..

dumping have not béen successful.

Tnchloroethylene is - also used as ‘a
,'degreaser B i
Northern Srgnal Co had a big degreas-‘

- “ing pit in’its plant in  Saukville whlch has

o been closed for about 10 years. -

p :
. when the plant was, closed cannot be derer-:,:‘

: p
remember the degreasmg

n the pit
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Saukville — Test z;esults of ﬁ'ater

, samples taken from Saukville wells

last July 29 and Nov. 18 show that
community water is safe to drink,

" Village Administrator Michae) Harri.
8an said Friday,

However, a US Environmental
Protection Agency official said tests
on the November samples, just com-
“pleted, showed that toxic trichloroe-
thylene concentrations had increased
at Well No. 2, which was taken off
the community system and hooked
up to the Freeman Chemical Corp.
more than'a year ago. -

Harrigan said recent stories jn The
Milwaukee Journal had exaggerated
the potential danger to Saukville
water consumers of toxic benzene
and trichloroethylene detected in vil-
lage groundwater Jast Januvary. -

There are four wells in Saukville,
Well No. 2 does not provide water
for drinking. The other three do. The
July 29 test included al) four wells.
The Nov. 18 tests were dravn from

wells No. ! and 2. Both tests showed:

that water from wells that provide
drinking water was safe, according
to the EPA test results.

In recent stories, The Journal re-
ported efforts by EPA and Wisconsin

rinking water sale,

Saukville tests show

/T L 50

Department of Natura) Resources
officials to identify the source of the
earlier contamination apd to deter-
mine whether the two toxic chemi-

:cals were at dangerous levels apd

moving toward community wells,

Based on records of the ys Envij.
ronmental Protection Agency and the
village, low concentrations of two
toxic chemical compounds, benzene
(.2 parts per billion) and trichloroe-
thylerie or TCE (.5 ppb), were detect.
ed in samples taken by the EPA from
Well No. 2 last Jan. 15, The Journal
reported last week that the well was
disconnected from the community
system Feb. 28, 1979, and hooked up
to Freeman nine months later. ’

No traces of benzene or TCE were
detected in the July samples in the
wells. The July samples were tested
by an outside laboratory. EPA ep-
forcement chief Edward DiDomenico
said the analvtical equipment and
methods used in the July lab tests
Were not sensitive enough to reliably
detect whether the two toxic sub-
stances were at levels considered
cangerous for human health,

DiDomenico said Friday that test
results on the November samples
showed no benzene at either commus-
nity well No. 1 or at No. 2, but that
the findings were preliminary.
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