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FAX NO. 4147848833 

16600 w. N atlonal .~, e. 
New Berli 1, WI 53151 
Phone: (:'6 Z) 784-88£ 4 
Fax: (262 7 84-8833 
Don Call£ !n s ·Mobilo F 'h me: (262) 406-8317 

To: Mr. Scott Fs ·gusson From: Don Callen --------------~~---
F n x: 4' i: ~229-ClfJ 1 ! ) ?ztat?o: 5 (inc!ucling cover) 

--------------'----------
Phone; 4' 4 -229-(lfl ''.-'.) D=ite: 3/'i 5/0G 

-------------------
Re: For mer A I\ ::t mar- Sitn Mr. Larry Erlich _ 

Fl D tl26808 ·! 30 

X for r:e· ';'. w □ Please Comment □Ple-1so Rep Ii• □ Plcnse RP~ycie 

Mr. Fe1 g 1sson: 

Attachc d please j i1 td correspondence expr~-ssing Waukesha Iron & 
Metal's r~servati1J1LS concetning confim1ation as an offsite contributor 
to the a· J< ,ve refere 1ced property. Please review and call me with any 
points ) ·o u might Y rant elaborated or clarified. Thank you for your 
time an j attentio: 1 

Hard C )J >y to foJ lc w. 
,...---......... c___ ,._ 

Uc-- ~~ 
Don CclJen 
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Conrracting 

16600 w. National Ave, 

N,w ~em~. WI 53151 

252-784-8844 

FAX,: 262-754·8833 

1nl~rn81 
WVNf,PlkQ!1ln16nekCorp,co'11 

E-mail 
Cont,itCOskolalnl•~•fCorp.~om 

Marer 15, 2000 

Mr. Scot Ferguson 
Hydro g< ologist 
W"ste 1'.fanagemcnt Section 
Wisco nf in Deparb nc nt of Natural Resources 
4041 ] Jc rth Riehm d'. Street 
Milwrntee, Wisccn: in 53212 

Re: ]'otential Ofsite Contaminant Contribuhon from Waukesha Iron & Metal 
l 'roperty to ~xisting Contamination at the Fonner Akerman Property (FID 
f26809185o;. 

Dear 111. Ferguso11: 

Dalcot 1 Intertek Cop. (Dakota) has reviewed the Key Engineering Group, LTD. 
(Key) ~ :ite Inv es ti1 :ation Report completed for the Fonner Akerman Property 
(here a ftcr refere:nc cil as "site"), prepared for Hein-Werner and dated February 10, 
2000. I >akota <1.ls) ;ompleted site investigation activities, including file closure for 
Wauk ~sla Iron & 1' [etal property. WDNR correspondence addressed to Mr. Larry 
Erlich d 1ted Marc 1 1i, 2000 suggests that Waukesha Iron & Metal would be receiving 
a resp :)J ·.sible part)' letter for Fonner Akerman Property contamination. Waukesha 
Iron 6. J tletal is to b ~ named responsible party on the basis of assertions promulgated 
in the I ~ey Site J 11' ·estigation Report. While methyl tert butyl ether (MTB~) in 
groun lv ·ater is a I o 1cern, Drkota questions whether sufficient information has been 
obtair ec. to name· N mkesha Irori & Metal a responsible party. Please consider: 

: ) Key s1:g ~ests Akerman operated the site in the 1970's, and did not 
ston or, Uspense gasoline. 

Page 3 o · the Site Investigation Report suggests that Akerman owned and 
operat( d the site jointly with Hein Werner until 1992, and that heavy 
equipn e1 tt manufacturing, painting operations, and equipment\vehicle 
storagE v ·ere conducted until at least 1981, and equipment\vehicle storage 
up to US 2. MTBE additives were introduced during the late 1970's. 

Only u p ntion of recyclable metals stored at Waukesha Iron & Metal are 
vehick ::;_ Waukesha Iron & Metal has nev-er used a gasoline underground 
storag~ t mk, and has never dispensed gasoline. Gasofine drained from 
vehick '.1 s stored in 55-gallon drums. 

'.:) Gro1rni't·vater from Key's MW-2 and M,v ... 3 contain MTBE 
concet ti ations elceeding NR 140.10 enforcement standards. 

The WI NR required Waukesha Iron & Metal to address arsenic and 
mercuJ y groundwater contamination. Before Case Closure was obtained, 
metals rnd volatile organic compounds (VOCs) were monitored in 
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Wauhsl-a Iron & Metal groundwater. During eight years of groundwater 
monikrhg, no volatile organic compounds, including MTBE, were 
identifie( above WDNR regulatory limits in Waukesha Iron & Metal 
groundw iter. A MTBE concentration of 3.3 milligrams per liter (µg/L) 
existed iJ \ Waukesha Iron & Metal monitoring well MW5 groundwater in 
1995, l ATBE in a concentration of 2.8 µg/L also existed in MWS 
groundw iter in 1998. MTBE was not identified in MWS at any other 
time. ]'1'( other Waukesha Iron & Metal monitoring well contained MTBE 
in con :;c ntrations above laboratory analytical method detection limits 
(includin ~ Waukesha Iron & Metal's MW7, between MW5 and Key's 
MW-2 aJ,dMW-3). 

Maxirrma MTBE concentrations in Key's MW-2 groundwater were 
confirr:ic i at 364 µg/L in December 1999. By contrast, Waukesha Iron & 
Metal'.; Jl'iW-5 had an historical high MTBE concentration of 3.3 µg/L, 
less than 10% of existing Former Akerman Property contamination. The 
follow, n:; tabulation summarizes vicinity dissolved MTBE contamination 
since 19~ 0, 

Identified Area MTBE Contamination 

=Bate -= 19! 0 - --
J 9~ 3 - -

MW-5 KeyMW-2 KevMW-3 KeyMW-1 KeyMW-5 
BDL -- •·- -- -· 
BDL -- ·- -- .. 

J 9~ 5 
J 9! 7 
J9~_8 __ --l 

~ -1 J99 
12- l999 

~-"-.,----l-

J.S 

3.3 
BDL 
2.8 
.. ----_ .. 
12 
60 

-- --
.. .. 
-· .. 

364 353 
329 275 
12 12 
60 60 

J lDL: Bef,;; {Laboratory Method] Detection Llmit 
l ~esults eipvs: :d in µg/L 

--
--
.. 
17 
16 
12 
60 

l fo other V'l rn cesha Iron & Metal MonHodug Wells contained MTBE • 

--
-· 
--
85 

BDL 
12 
60 

.I) MTBl, together with other gasoline-associated PVOC's exists in 
Fonmr \kerman Property MW~S groundwater. 

Key's fvl W~S is the southernmost monitoring well on Former Akerman 
Proper y approxima,tely 500 feet downgradient of Waukesha Iron & Metal 
proper y Key's MW-5 is isolated from Waukesha Iron & Metal by east
central Fonner Akerman Property (upgradient] monitoring wells MW-6 
and rvrN-7. N::ither MW-6 nor MW-7 groundwater contains MTBE. 

, I) Shallow petroleum volatile organic compound (PVOC) and volatile 
organic compound (VOC) vadose zone ,;:ontamioation exists 
throur tJ mt the Fonner Akerman Property site nrea. 
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Labora101 y analyses of soils collected from the vadose zone confirm 
compot \11 ls more commonly associated with gasoline, such as benzene. 
toluene. ,:thylbenzene, xylenes (BTEX), and trimethylbenzenes. BEX, 
with n2pLthalene, e~Jsts in concentrations exceeding NR 720.09 residual 
contaon1 mt levels (RCLs) in soils collected from the 3.5 to 5.5 foot below 
grade int( rval of Key's B·9. A number of other VOCs, including toluene 
and tr:ff ethylbenzenes also exist in that sample. Key's B·9 js 
approxi m 1tely 600 feet side gradient of established MTBE-impacted 
ground· v, ter. Some vadose contamination was confirmed at intervals 
beginni nr at 1 foot below grade. It is believed that identified vadose zone 
contam :n 1tion is above seasonal high static water fovels (December static 
water I ;v ~ls were recorded at approximately 5 to approximately 9 feet 
below! :r: de). Compounds commonly associated with gasoline detected in 
surficia l Former Akerman Property soils cannot have originated in 
Wauke::h I Iron & Metal groundwater. 

5) Storrm '1'~ ter runoff as a vadose zone contamin:mt transport 
mecbaid, mis not p:.nusible. 

The Sit: nvestigation Report suggests stormwater runoff as a mechanism 
for gas Ji ne related and other surfiical contaminants. However, vadose 
zone cc n; amination i~. located in all areas of the site, whereas stormwater 
runoff 'l:r: ginating at Waukesha Iron & Metal appears to be limited to the 
northw1 :s · site area. 

To affect Fonner Akerman Property soils in the southeast portion of the 
site (Kc:y borings B9 and Bl 2); contaminated runoff would have to travel 
a minir, iu m of 400 feet through a wooded area with large areas of broken 
ground . md mounds. Ground surface on the adjacent property 
immediai !ly north of these borings and on Waukesha Iron & Metal 
property in that area drops dramatically toward the unnamed 
creek/d ra nage ditch. 

Runoff fi JIU Waukesha Iron & Metal upgradient of site MTBE-impacted 
ground v; ter is well documented from a September 9, 1999 fire. 
Approx in tately 1,000,000 gallons of water were used to combat the fire. 
Runoff v, as documented to flow in a southwest direction directly toward 
the creek following both grade and groundwater gradient. 

Labora o; y analysis of runoff water U6ed during the fire incident did not 
docuin<n volatile organic compounds above WDNR NR 140.10 
enforcon mt standards. Trace concentrations of acetone, 4-methyl-2-
pent2ncn: (MIBK), naphthalene, toluene, and l,2,4•trimethylbenzene 
were tlte only compounds detected above laboratory analytical method 
detectiPn limits. '1he character of trace runoff compounds differs from 
confim1e,l contamination in Fonner Akennan Property groundwater. 
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1i) Contnn nants that historically did exist in Waukesha Iron & Metal 
groun,h"ater do not e,dst in Former Akerman Pll"operty groundwater. 

Mercury and arsenic were historically the contaminants of concern in 
WaukEsl a Iron & Metal groundwater. These contaminants have not been 
identif eel in Fonner Akerman Property groundwater. 

'') Other !Ontaminants of concern, such as trichloroetbene in 
grouudv·ater, diesel range organics and polychlorioated biphenyls 
exist n J( ve regulatory standards in the central and southern site. 

The sii c is considered an unregulated landfill, and contains an unlmown 
quantity of foundry sand. Dozens if not hundreds of barrels containing 
paint ml tds were stored and buried at the site, Historic releases of a 
variety cf contaminants have been established. Precedent for a release 
without, n immediately obvious source exists at the site. 

Waubsl1a Iron & Hetal has a long record of voluntary compliance with regulatory 
direct vns. Howe"e ·, both Waukesha Iron & Metal and Dakota believe that sufficient 
evidei tc : to confrn an offsite source for Fonner Akerman Property contamination 
does 1 o· currently e; :ist. Thank you for your time and attention in this matter. 

Since: ely, 

_bc--C-,~- v~_p ___ 
Wenbin Yu~:ci · -
General Manager 

.I. 

Donald J. Callen fr 
Project :vfanager 
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