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September 16, 1993 

Warden Stephen Daye 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
P. 0. Box 16 
Marinette, WI 54143 

Dear Warden Daye: 

You had requested a report on the spill of xylene which had been 
reported on June 16, 1993. 

Incident: On June 16, 1993 at 0100, a tote, which holds 500 
gallons, was being filled with o-xylene on the south side of 
building 62. The tote was sitting on a spill containment box which 
could hold about 50 gallons, and this box was on a concrete pad 
approximately 10 by 15 feet. 

The operator on duty 1 eft to go into bu i 1 ding 62 "to check the 
still". When he returned the tote was overflowing. He immediately 
stopped the o-xylene flow, but it had overflowed the spill 
containment box and the concrete pad. We estimate that 150 gallons 
of o-xylene overflowed the containment box. 

Mitigation and Clean-up: The supervisor on duty called several 
operators to help. The spill was diked with "Oil Dry" to contain 
it to the area it was in at that time. 

The liquid which was still on top of the soil was pumped into the 
hazardous waste tank. Then the soil where the spill had occurred 
was dug up. During the removal of the soil, Christopher Behrend 
checked with our OVA ana 1 yzer to check for the extent of the 
contamination. The so i 1 was removed unt i 1 the ana 1 yses of the 
remaining soil indicated that the level of o-xylene was below 20 
ppm. 

Disposal: The recovered liquid was shipped with the other 
hazardous waste liquids in the hazardous waste tank. 
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The contaminated soil was placed in 55 gallon metal drums, labeled 
as "Hazardous Waste" and arrangements were made to have them 
incinerated at ENSCO in El Dorado, Arkansas. Fifty four drums were 
shipped on August 20, 1993 and the remaining 3 on September 1, 1993 

Prevention of Future Incidents: Several actions were taken to 
prevent the occurrence of future incidents of this type. 

The concrete pad was extended to an area of about 30 by 15 feet and 
it was diked to contain spills at least as large as the one which 
occurred here. 

The emp 1 oyees who f i 11 vesse 1 s have been instructed that their 
prime responsibility is to stay with the vessel being filled. The 
employee who had left a vessel that he was filling was disciplined 
by days off without pay. 

Sincerely, 

~(%,Ztg_4~ 
V.P., Environmental Affairs 

~~ ~-c~L~(~ t?w 
President, General ~~a~r 

LOM: 1m 
cc: R. Brooks, R. Eby, R. Brinkley. 

J. Walsh, W. Schubert. 
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AGENCY OEFINITI NS 

Contact Name 

DEG Div. of Emerg Government 
CHEMTREC Chemical Transpartation Emerg. center 
DNR Department of-Natural Resources 

NRC 

DILHR 
DATCP 

· Nat'l Response Center (federal Reporting 
Environnentat Protection Agency US Coast Guard) 

Dept. of Industry, Labor and Human Relations 
DOT/State Patrol Dept. of T~port~t.j·qn 
DH&ss · De t. of HeaTfh & Social services 

Dept. of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection 

Reminder: If the release is of an EHS or CERCLA chemical at or above the reportable quantity, the responsible party 
must al.so submit a follow·up written report per Fed. Statutes, as soon as practicable, to the State Emergency Response 
Board, Box 7865, Madison, WI 53707·7865, the Local Emergency Planning Committee and the NRC. __. 
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