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Tommy G. Thompson, Govornor 
George E. Moyar, Sacratary 
William H. Smith, Ragional Oiractor 

1705 Tower Avenue 
Superior, Wisconsin 54a80 

Telephone 715·392·0802 
FAX 715-392-7993 

DEPT_ OF NATUFtA.L FtESOURCES 

May 19, 1999 

Ms. Liz Lundmark 
Murphy Oil U.S.A 
PO Flox 20ti6 
Superior, WI 54880 

Subject: Spill of 200 gallons of Plat Formate Alkalatc inside Tank 70 Berm 
at the Murphy Oil Refinery, on February 25, 1999, Superior, Wisconsin 

Dear Ms. Lundmark: 

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of your legal responsibilities regarding the spill with which you 
arc currently involved. Under State Law, section 292.11, Statutes, you must clean-up any contamination 
resulting from your spill to state standards. Because a hazardous substance has been discharged, you arc 
responsible for restoring the environment. 

ll1e Hazardous Substance Spills Law, section 292.11 (3), Wisconsin Statutes states: 

"A person who possesses or controls a hazardous substance which is discharged or who causes the 
discharge of a ha~.ardous substance shall take the actions necessary to restore to the environment to 
the extent practicable and minimize the ham1ful effects from the dischar·ge to the air, hmds, or waters 
of the state." 

As the responsible party of the discharge of a hazardous substance, you have the responsibility to assess the 
immediate impact of the discharge on human health and the environment and to act immediately to minimize 
these impacts. Furthermore, you must clean-up the discharge to acceptable State standards and luke any 
other actions necessary to restore the environment to the extent practicable. Following the initial response 
am! clean-up, i r impacts of the discharge remain in the soils, water and/or gmondwatcr, additionul 
investigation and clean up may be required by the Department. 

Spill clean-up should occur as quickly as possible to prevent extensive mi!,,>ration of the spill and also keep 
response, cleanup, and restoration costs 1l·om escalating. Clean-up progress should bt: r~'Portcd to the 
Department nn a regular hasis as the clean-up occurs. Within ~ days of th~ date of the letter, return to 
the following address a narrative clean-up summary, site map, copies of documents con tinning the 
proper disposal of contaminated materials and/or soils, and any sample results which confirm 
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contaminant removal: 

Department of Natural Resources 
Attention: James A. Hosch 
1705 Tower Avenue 
Superior, WT 54880 

Bas~xl on the infonnation provided, the Department will determine the need l(ll' fwther action or a case 
close-out. You will be r1otitled of the Department's decision. Failure to provide the requested infonnnlion 
within the specified time period may result in enforcement action. 

If you should have any questions regarding this letter please feel free to call me at (715)392-0802. 

Sincerely, 

NORTHEc:%J 
James A. Ho~ch 
Spill Coordinator 

cc: Paula Sclmeider - Rhinelander 
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