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State of Wisconsin \ DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
ake Michigan District Headquilrters 

~,·-·125 N. Military Avenue C•rro/ID. D$ndny 
Box 3600 Socretaty 

Green Day. WI 54303 

March 17, 1981 
4400 

IN REPLY REFER TO: ---

Mr. Don Bloy 
Wisconsin Chromium Corporation 
Kaukauna Industrial Park 
Kaukauna, WI 54130. 

()ear Mr. Bl oy: 

This lettfi!r is in regard to the incident at your plant on February 17 
ilnd 18, 1981. A problem occurred because a contractor stockpiled 
t:hrome bearing soil outside the already constructed containment area. 
With ~~e wanm weather, the p11e began to melt and chrome started to 
run onto the surrounding area. Fortunately, we caught the situation 
before too much damage occurred. Some of the chrome bearing ~oil was 
put into the coota·fnment area and a d1 ke was built around the remainder. 
This wi 11 temporarily remedy the prob 1 em, but a pennanent sol ut1on w111 
be needed. 

'There are several options for a pennanent solution: 

(1) Put all the soil into the existing containment structure. 
This may not be feasible because the structure already 
holds more soil than it was designed for. 

(?) Increase the capilcity of the existing structure by building 
the walls higher· and thicker. 

(3) Increase the capacity of the existing structure by expanding 
the structure's area. 

(4) Build a neo,o~ structure. It may be possible to convert the 
diked area into a containment area similar to the existing one. 

Othm· options are also possible. My o•11n prefet·ence is for options 3 or 4. 
Think over the matter with your engineer-s and get back to me bcfo1·c 
April 20. Please check for chrome puddles that may have been missed and 
clean them up. Also, inspect your dikes weekly for· signs of failure. 

!;• q/ 
· H=~~~~o~;~~;ect~~ 

GJK:cs 

cc~Bill Rock - SW/3 
Chuck Leveque - LEG/5 
Dave Mis teJ•ek 

.,ZJP. 
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MiH'Ch 17 I 1981 Fifo Ref: 4400 

Uazardous Waste Case Summary file 

George t<raft 

W1scons.1n Chromium Corporat·~on Update 

Tom Blake anrl 1 went to ~11sconsin Chromium Corporation on February 17, 
and discovered some chrome bearing soil that ~ad not been stockp1led 
in the containment/leaching strl!ctur·e. Because the weather \'las wann, 
the soil melted and chrome contaminated water leaked onto the surrounding 
area. Fortunately, extensive contamination did not occur. 

The plar.t manager explained that the soil was contaminated by a chrome 
puddle missed in the initial clean-up. A contractor excavating the 
soil for a building addition was told to pile 1t on th~ existing 
containml!nt area. but for some reason dldn• t. The plant manage1• said 
he was unawa1·e of the soils t1·ue location. .... 

On February 18, some of the soi 1 was moved into the containment area 
and the remainder· was enclosed with a dike. I am \'forking with the 
company on a long tenn solution. 

GK:cs 
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