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STATE OF WISCONSIN

CORRESPONDENCE /MEMORANDUM

OSHKOSH
Date: October 5, 1983 File Ref: 3410
To: File
From: Jim Savinski, Area Engineer
Subject: Soap spill at Gunderson Cleaners

SPILL ACTION:

I advised the fire department to clean up with a shovel and put in drums.
I spoke with Mr. Greg Kramer, Technical Director for H. Kohnstamm & Co Inc
(800-621-4316) about make-up of the spilled materfal. He said it was a
non-toxic, biodegradable, concentrated synthetic detergent (non-ionic)
labled as HK Detergent 0il. It contains no phosphates and has a BODg of
128 1bs in 55 gallons. It is low foaming. Mr. Kramer is sending a
chemical analysis of the soap.

I spoke to Leo Nowicki, WWTP Supt. and he said they'll treat it but not to
dump the entire load at once.

CAUSE OF SPILL:

A Fore Way Express truck without a 1ift mechanism delivered the drum to
Gundersons who did not have an elevated unloading dock. The driver and

an employee attempted to unload the drum down a board and it fell to

the ground and broke open. The driver signed the billing and left. (a copy
of the billing is attached)

NOTIFICATION:

The driver signed the billing and left. A Gunderson employee notified

the fire department, who in turn notified us. I spoke with Mr. Don Forcey,
Safety Director for Fore Way in Appleton (414)739-9464) about notification.
He thoughtwe should be notified only if the material spilled is hazardous
and had informed his drivers of that. I told him of the oxygen demand of
this product and instructed him to notify us of any spill. Many products
not classed as hazardous can still cause environmental damage or create a
public nuisance.

CORRECTIVE ACTION:

I advised Mr. Forcey and Mr. Kramer that proper unloading equipment should

be used in the future to prevent personal injury to workers, loss of product,
and environmental damage. This equipment could be on the delivery trucks

or at the delivery site.
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