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St,1.fc. of \Vi~consin \ DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

l!ay 12, 1?7i1 

-Tcci"1111seh l'ro<l uc ts Company; and 
City of Shcboyg:m F;:ills 

FINDINGS· OF FACT 

TIIE DEPARTMENT FTNDS: 

Anthonv S: ERrl 
Sncret.1rv 

IH)X 7?21 
MADISON, WISCONSIN 53707 

IN REPLY REFER TO: __ 4_S_J_O __ 

Order Number ZA-78-1190 

l. That the Diec.1st Divts.lon of Tecumseh Products Comp;111y, 415 Cleveland 
Street, Sheboygan Falls, I.Jisconsin operates an aluminum diccasting plant 
loc.-:1tcd ii1 the Nt-J 1/4 of the SE 1/4, Section J6, Tl5N, R22E, Sheboyan 
County, Wisconsin. 

2. That a dike is located between the d.leca5ting_ plant and the Sheboygan 
River. 

J. That on information and belief the dike is owned by Tecumseh 
I'roclur..ts Company ancl is maint 4 ined by Tecumseh Products Company and/ 
or the the City of Sheboygan Falls. 

4. Tim t the dike and the property be tween the cJ ikc nn<l the diecas ting 
plant are within the floodplain of the Sheboygan River. 

5. That solid waste materials have been deposited 011 the cl ike ;111d in 
.-:ir~c:is <lircctly adjacent to the plant on property owned hy Tecumseh 
Products Company • 

. 6,· That these solid waste materials contain significant concentrations 
of polychlorinated biphenols. 

7. That conccntrntions of polych 1.or:i.nntcd h i.phenolr. l1nve hccn found in 
f:i.r.h in tlic Shchoynnn R ivcr, well in excess o[ United Sta tell Food and 
Drug J\ch.ninistration tolerance levels. 

R. Thnt hecn11i;c or thcr.e s.ig11i.f:icnnt co11ce11t:r:1Uo1rn nr polyc:hlorl1rntcd 
hiphenoJ.s in fi.r;h tl.sBuc, the Ocpartmcnt o[ Natural l~csourccs i.n conjunction 
w.ith the llepnrtmcnt of Jlc.,lth and Socl..:il Services lms :idvJr,c-<l consumers 
not to cat [ish taken from the Shcboygnn River until further notice. 

------------------ ---•-·· 
--------·-··· ----



SUMMARY OF EVENTS LEADING TO AND 
FOLLOWING THE DISCOVERY. OF HIGH LEVELS OF 

PCB IN SHEBOYGAN RIVER FISH 

1 .. On September 9, 1977 fish samples were collected.in the Sheboygan 
River at Kiwanis Park ,in the City of Sheboygan. This location is 
one of the 29 stations which comprise Wisconsin's share of the New 
National Water Quality Monitoring Network. Water samples are 
taken from the 29 stations each month and fish are collected 

.annua11y fo~ contaminant analysis. 

2. In March of 1978 the fish samples were analyzed by Department 
chemists at the Laboratory of Hygiene. The test results were as 
fol 1 ows: ·, 

PPM Percent 
Species & Length PCB Fat 

5 Car-p (12-23") 750 24 
5 Northern Pike ( 18-25") 55 3.7 
5 White Sucker (10-14.5") 26 3.4 

Because these levels were well in excess of the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration tolerance level of 5 PPM (for fish sold in Interstate 
Commerce), we requested that the location be sampled again and the 
high test values confirmed. 

3. On March 31, 1978 fish samples were again collected from the Sheboygan 
River at Kiwanis Park. The test results were reported by the laboratory 
on April 18, 1978 as follows: 

PPM Percent 
Species & Length PCB Fat 

17 Black Bullheads (3.5-9") 41.8 .7 
12 Black Bullheads (4-9") 34.3 5.2 
l Rock Bass (8 11 ) 10.0 1.9 
2 Common Shiners (4") 49.8 2.3 
1 Coho Salmon (23") 8.3 .5 
2 Wa 11 eye (17 11 ) 241.5 8.9 
3 Carp (10-18.5") 180.0 5.4 
4 Carp (23-24") 158.4 8.7 
5 Suckers (12-21") 30.0 5.4 
4 Northern Pike (21-2711) 62.6 4.0 

The test results confirmed the high PCB levels in fish at this 
location. The values ranged from 8.3 PPM for a Coho Salmon which 

. may have just entered the river to over 150 PPM for carp which 
probably live in the lower river most of the year. 
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4. On April 20., 1978 a telephone conference call was held between 
the Central Office, the Southeast District Office and the Plymouth 
Office to discuss the situation. Following the conference call,· 
the data was reviewed with the Department of Health and Social 
Services and a joint press release was prepared and mailed 
announcing the findings and recommending that the public not eat 
fish. caught in the following waters until further notice: · 

Sheboygan River - from the Sheboygan Marsh Dam to the 
Coast Guard station in-Sheboygan. 

Mullet.River - from the lower mill pond dam, Plymouth, to 
the junction with the Sheboygan River. 

Onion River - from the Waldo mill pond dam to the junction 
with the Sheboygan River. 

Signs providing this information were-posted on the rivers on 
April 21, 1978. 

5. We are conducting an extensive search for sources of PCBs in the 
Sheboygan River. Sewage treatment plant and industrial effluents 
have been sampled. More fish have been collected and will soon 
be tested. We are waiting for the river levels to fall before 
sampling river water and river sediments. We should complete this 
investigation in 6 to 12 weeks. When this work is completed a· 
full report will be presented. 

6. The Department has conducted various fish testing programs since 
1966. We have inv~stigated levels of contaminants in fish 
including DDT, dieldrin, PCBs, mercury and other toxic metals. The 
major purpose of these programs was to identify pollution problems 
and to determine locations in Wisconsin where fish exceed U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration Standards for contaminants. The 
Department provides its testing data to the State Department of 
Health and Social Services for review. The current Health and 
Social Services advisory on fish consumption is printed in the 
fishing regulations pamphlet which is given to sport fishermen 
at the time the fishing license is purchased. 

We have not extensively checked fish in all river systems to date. 
Such an accelerated program would demand additional personnel and 
equipment beyond our present budget appropriations. Currently we 
have approximately 150 fish samples from 1977 awaiting analysis 
and have scheduled 347 fish samples for collection in 1978. In 
addition, we are currently testing many fish from the Sheboygan 
River at this time. 


