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Date: 8/3/2018 

To: Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 

From: Mark McColloch, DATCP EQ Unit Supervisor 

Re: Continuing Obligation Packet Processing – Off-Source Property Notification Clarification 

Case Name:   Door County Cooperative – Sturgeon Bay 

 DATCP Case Number: 

BRRTS Case Number:   

99407080301 

02-15-547155 

This memorandum has been prepared to clarify off-source property notification for the above referenced site at the request 

of WDNR staff processing the case closure package.  The case was closed on March 6, 2014 with continuing obligations 

for 1) residual groundwater contamination, 2) residual soil contamination, and 3) structural impediments for existing 

building.  The closure package reviewed by the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) 

included a completed GIS Registry Checklist (Form 4400-245 (R 8/11)) and attachments prepared by GEI Consultants 

(GEI) on behalf of Door County Cooperative (DCC).  

The lateral extent of residual soil contamination shown on Figure 2 prepared by STS Consultants extends onto the adjacent 

parcel (7464 Y Inn Road) to the west.  Off-site soil contamination shown on this figure was prepared based on results for 

sample #44 collected by DATCP in 1999 and a sample collected from on-site boring B-7 in 2000.  Sample #44 was collected 

from the gravel road at an approximate depth of 4-inches below grade.  Metolachlor (0.578 ppm) and pendimethalin (0.629 

ppm) were detected at low concentrations in this off-site sample.  Pesticides (simazine, metolachlor, and pendimethalin) 

were also detected at low concentrations in the sample collected within the upper one-foot at B-7.  Total pesticide 

concentrations exceeded the generic site specific cleanup standard of 1.0 ppm in both shallow soil samples.  However, off-

source property notification for soil contamination was not included with the case closure package.   

DATCP agrees with the professional judgement used by the consultant to prepare Figure 2.  Off-site pesticide concentrations 

present in shallow soil at the time of closure may reflect field use rather than off-site migration.  Additional investigation 

would be needed to document field use concentrations of pesticides present in soil.  Because pesticides are likely used at 

the large agricultural field west of the road and the DCC property, off-site notification and additional investigation is not 

warranted.   

The lateral extent of metolachlor and total nitrogen (nitrate/nitrite) exceeding the Enforcement Standard (ES) in groundwater 

is shown on Figure 6 (prepared by GEI).  Monitoring results show that at the time of closure metolachlor exceeded the ES 

at on-site well MW-1.  Perimeter wells indicate that metolachlor, is below the ES at the property line.  The extent of 

nitrate/nitrite concentrations exceeding the ES was not identified during the investigation.  Using dashed isoconcentration 

contours, GEI inferred that nitrate/nitrite exceeds the ES at off-site properties to the east (7400 STH 42/57), and at adjacent 

parcels to the west (7464 and 7482 Y Inn Road).  However, off-source property notification for groundwater contamination 

was not included with the case closure package prepared by GEI.   

The isoconcentration contour for nitrate/nitrite shown on Figure 6 seems reasonable, and DATCP agrees with the 

consultant’s interpretation.  In the absence of off-site wells, the lateral extent of nitrate/nitrite exceeding the ES cannot be 

verified.  Additional investigation would be needed to verify off-site migration of nitrate/nitrite from the DCC property.  

Because the DCC property is adjacent to agricultural fields, and the use of fertilizers may contribute to the presence of 

nitrate/nitrate in groundwater beneath off-site properties, additional investigation in this agricultural use area is not 

warranted.  DATCP is satisfied that the lateral extent of pesticides near the mix/load pad was identified following removal 

of contaminated soil from the source area.  The DCC site will be listed on DNR’s groundwater registry, which will provide 

notice to the public regarding residual groundwater contamination at the DCC property.  Though off-site notification to 

adjacent property owners was not provided at the time of closure, the lateral extent of on and off-site groundwater 

contamination listed at the groundwater registry is currently available to all nearby property owners.   
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