
State of Wisconsin 
Govemor Scott Walker 

Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection 
Ben Brancel, Secretary 

April 1, 2014 

Scott Dalberg, President 
Great Lakes Components, LLC 
496 Pine Street 
Burlington, WI 53105 

SUBJECT: Re-opened Case - Former Cooperative Plus Fertilizer Plant 
31 1 W Centralia Street, Elkhorn, Wisconsin 

Dear Mr. Dalberg: 

DATCP Case #95414052499 

On March 31 , 2014 the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) received 
notification from Kapur & Associates, LLC (Kapur), on your behalf, that you are in the process of 
pw·chasing the property at 31 1 W Centralia Street, in Elkhorn, Wisconsin, and that you intend to 
undertake construction activities on the prope1ty. In response to the notification provided by Kapur, 
DATCP has re-opened the case referenced above. 

This prope1ty was fonnerly used to handle and store agricultural chemicals (fe1tilizer and pesticides), and 
an environmental remediation case addressing releases of agricultural chemicals at the site was closed on 
November I 0, 2011 , with continuing obligations. As the enclosed case closure letter and site map 
indicate, residually contaminated soil and groundwater were present beneath the property at the time of 
case closure and, pursuant to s. 292.12, Wis. Stats., compliance with the requirements of the letter is a 
responsibility to which all property owners must adhere. While the enclosed letter and map provide 
some description of the nature and location of residual contamination, more detailed information is 
available in the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) GIS Registry database at the following internet 
address: http://dnnnaps.wi.gov/efi les/Ser/WALWORTH/02%20ERP/0265547256/0265547256.pdf. In 
addition, the full case file is available for review at our office at 281 1 Agriculture Drive in Madison. 

Based on our review of project plans provided by Kapur, it appears that the planned activities may 
encounter residually contaminated soil on the site. Accordingly, we request that you submit for our 
review a soil management plan (SMP) that describes your plans for managing contaminated soil during 
construction at the site. The SMP should include details concerning specific locations where you 
anticipate that constmction activities will encounter contaminated soil, procedures for charactelizing 
excavated or exposed soil (including sampling methods and laboratory analytical methods), and details of 
planned handling and disposition of soils. 

Please note that no soil may be removed from the property without plior approval from DATCP. As we 
understand that the project plan includes placement of excavated soil on an adjacent property parcel, 
coordination with and approval from DNR will also be required. If dewatering is necessary during 
constmction, additional DNR approvals or permits may be necessary. You will be responsible for 
compliance with any required state and local permits. 
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Please contact me at trevor.bannister@wisconsin.gov or 608-224-4514 if you have any questions 
regarding this case. 

TJ~~v-
Trevor Bannister 
Hydrogeologist 

En c. 

cc: Paul VanHenkelum, Kapur (via electronic mail) 
Jeff Saatkamp, DATCP (via electronic mail) 
Mark Drews, DNR (via electronic mail) 
Sam Tapson, City of Elkhorn 



State ofWisconsin 
Governor Scot! Walker 
--·---·-·---- --·------
Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection 
Ben Brancel, Secretary 

November 10, 20 1 1 

Mr. Sam Tapson 
City of Elkhom 
P.O. Box 920 
Elkhom, WI 53 12 1-0920 

Re: Final Case Closure with Land Use Limitations or Conditions 
Former Cooperative Plus Agronomy Center, 3 1 1 W Centra lia St., Elkhorn, Wisconsin 
DATCP Case #954 1 4052499; BRRTS No. 02-65-547256 

Dear Mr. Tapson: 

On October 1 0, 201 1, our Closure Committee reviewed the above-referenced case for closure. This 
committee reviews environmental remed iation cases for compliance with state laws and standards to 
maintain consistency in the closure of these cases. On October 12, 20 II , you were notified that the 
Closure Committee had agreed that this case was conditiona lly eligible for c losu re, pending the 
abandonment of groundwater monitoring wells on the property. 

On November 2, 20 I I, the Dcp11rtment rece ived correspondence indicating that you have com pi ied with 
the requirements for case closure, specifically the subm itta l of forms documenting the abandonment of 
mon itoring wel ls. Based on the correspondence and data provided, it appears that your case meets the 
requirements or ch. NR 726, Wis. A<lm. Code. The Department considers this case closed and no further 
investigation or remediation is requ ired at this time. 

The conditions of case closure set out be low in this letter require that your si te be listed on the Wisconsin 
Department of Natura l Resources (DNR) Remediation and Redevelopment (RR) Program 's Geographica l 
Information Systems Registry (GIS Registry) or contaminated sites. The specific reasons are summarized 
below: 

• Residual soil contamination exists that must be properly managed shou ld it be excavated or removed 
• If a structural impediment th at obstructs a complete site investigation or cleanup is removed or 

mod ified, additional environmental wod< must be completed 
• Grounclwatc1· contamination is present above ch. NR 140, Wis. A elm. Code, enforcement standards 

(ESs) 

Information that was subm itted with your closure request applicat ion will be included on the GIS 
Registry. To review the s ites on the GIS Registry web page, visit the RR Sites Map page at 
http: //dtll~~.LgQY.{.QJU/mv/rrlgis/in.~lQ.:~"h!.!ll - If your property is li sted on the GIS Registry because of 
remaining con tamination and you intend lo construct or reconstruct a well, you will need prior 
Department approval in accordance with s. NR 812.09(4)(w), Wis. Adm. Code. To obtain approval, 
Form 3300-254 needs to be completed and submilled to the DNR Drinking and Groundwater program's 
regional water supp ly specialist. Th is form can be obtained on-line 
b.U.i?J.f.gJl r . wi_g~lY! .. m:g/watcr/d~gL.JJQ..Q.f2.1.d?i!.f o r a! the web address listed above f(Jr the GIS Registry. 
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Please be aware that pursuant to s. 292. 12, Wis. Stats., compliance with the requirements of th is Jetter is a 
responsibility to which you and any subsequent property owners must adhere. If these requirements are 
not followed or if additional information regarding site conditions indicates that contamination on or from 
the site poses a threat to public health, safety, welfare, or the env ironment, the Department may take 
enforcement action under s. 292.11, Wis. Stats., to ensure compliance with the specified requ irements, 
1 imitations or other conditions related to the property or this case may be reopened pursuant to s. N R 
726.09, Wis. Adm. Code. 

Remaining Residual Soi l CoQ.tamination 

Residua l fertilizer soi 1 contamination remains at the approximate locations shown on Figure 3 (and in 
greater detail on subsequent figures) of Alpha Terra Science's (Alpha Terra) GIS Registry package. The 
GIS Registry package can be viewed at httQJ!dnr.wi ,gov/org/aw/rrlgis/inde(),.h tm. lf res idual 
contaminated soil is excavated in the fi.tture, then the property owner at the time of excavation must 
sample and ana lyze the excavated soi l to determine if residual contamination remains (requirement 
pursuant to ch. NR 718, Wis. Adm. Code, and ch. 289, Wis. Stats., and chs. NR 500 to 536, Wis. Ad,. 
Code, may also apply). If sa mpling confirms that contamination is present the property owner at the time 
o f excavation will need to determine whether the material would be considered sol id or hazardous waste 
and ensure that any storage, treatment or disposal is in compliance with applicable standards and rules. In 
addition, all current and fut ure owners and occupants of the property need to be aware that excavation of 
the contaminated soil may pose a direct contact hazard and as a result speci<ll precautions may need to be 
taken to prevent a direct contact hea lth threat to humans. 

Structural im pedimen ts existing at the time of cleanup, including the rail spur, the railroad main line, and 
subsurface utilities, made complete remediation of the soil contamination on this property impracticable. 
Pursua nt to s. 292.12(2)(b), Wis. Stats., if the structura l impediments on this property that are described 
above are removed, the properly owner shall conduct an investigation of the degree and extent of fertilizer 
contamination. If contam ination is found at that time, the Department shall be immediately notified and 
the contamination sha lllx: properly rcmecliated in accordance with app licable statutes and rules. If soil in 
the specific locations described above is excavated, the property owner at the time of excavation must 
sa mple and analyze the excavated soil to determine if residual conramination remains. If sampling 
confirms that contamination is present the property owner at the time of excavation wi II need to determine 
whether the material would be considered solid or hazardous waste and ensure that any storage, treatment 
or disposal is in compliance with applicable statutes and rules. In addition, all current and future owners 
and occupants of the property need to be aware that excavation of the con tam ina ted soi l may pose a direct 
contact hazard and as a result special precautions may need to be taken during excavation activities to 
prevent a health threat to humans. 

Remaining Residual Groun(1water Contamination 

Groundwater impacted by nitrates and ammonia (nitrogen) contamination greater than enforcement 
standards set forth in ch. NR 140, Wis. /\dm. Code, is present both on the contaminated property and ofr 
the con tam ina ted property. Off-property owners have been notified of the presence of groundwater 
con tam in<lt ion.] For more detailed information regarding the locations where groundwater samples have 
been collected (i.e. , moniroring well locations) and the associated contaminant concentrat ions, refer to the 
RR Program's GIS Registry at tit~ RR Sites Map page at bJ!p://dnr.wi.gQv/org./awlrrlgis!im;!~~.J1tnl. 
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The Department appreciates your e ffo rts to restore the environment at this site. If you have any questions 
regarding this letter, please call me at 608-224-45 14. 

Trevor Bannister 
Hydrogeologist 

cc: Je ff Saatkamp, DATCP 
Mark Drews, DN R 
Ken Ebbott , Al pha Terra 




