
State of Wisconsin 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
2984 Shawano Avenue 
Green Bay WI 54313-6727 

June 30, 2017 
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City of Gillett 
150 N. McKenzie Ave 
Gillett, WI 54124 

Scott Walker, Governor 
Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

Telephone 608-266-2621 
Toll Free 1-888-936-7463 

TIY Access via relay - 711 

KEEP TIDS DOCUMENT WITH YOUR PROPERTY RECORDS 

SUBJECT: Final Case Closure with Continuing Obligations 
Nicolet Trails Campground, 310 E. Washington Street, Gillett, WI 
DNR BRRTS Activity#: 03-43-560923 

Dear Ms. Henkel: 

The Department ofNatural Resources (DNR) considers the Nicolet Trails Campground site closed, with 
continuing obligations. No further investigation or remediation is required at this time. However, you, 
future prope1ty owners, and occupants of the propeliy must comply with the continuing obligations as 
explained in the conditions of closure in this letter. Please read over this letter closely to ensure that you 
comply with all conditions and other on-going requirements. Provide this letter and any attachments 
listed at the end of this letter to anyone who purchases, rents or leases this property from you. 

This final closure decision is based on the conespondence and data provided, and is issued under chs. 
NR 726 and 727, Wis. Adm. Code. The Northeast Region (NER) Closure Committee reviewed the 
request for closure on May 4, 2017. The DNR NER Closure Committee reviewed this environmental 
remediation case for compliance with state laws and standards to maintain consistency in the closure of 
these cases. A request for well abandonment, investigative or remedial waste removal, and GIS Package 
conections was issued by the DNR on May 11, 2017, and documentation that the conditions in that 
letter were met was received on May 22, 2017. 

This property was a former bulk fuel storage facility located on a railroad siding. The property is 
cunently a campground used primarily by people biking the adjacent Nicolet Trail and by people 
attending the Oconto County fair. Two petroleum USTs were discovered while installing a waterline on 
the property. The extent of contamination was defined and residual soil contamination was covered with 
a protective gee-textile liner and soil cap. The conditions of closure and continuing obligations required 
were based on the propetty being used for recreational purposes. 

Continuing Obligations 
The continuing obligations for this site are summarized below. Further details on actions required are 
found in the section Closure Conditions. 

• Groundwater contamination is present at or above ch. NR 140, Wis. Adm. Code enforcement 
standards. 

• Residual soil contamination exists that must be properly managed should it be excavated or 
removed. 
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• A gee-textile and soil cover must be maintained over contaminated soil and the DNR must be 
notified and approve any changes to this banier. 

• Remaining contamination could result in vapor intrusion if future constJ.uction activities occur. 
Future construction includes expansion or pattial removal of current buildings as well as 
construction of new buildings. Vapor contJ.·ol technologies will be required for occupied 
buildings, unless the prope1ty owner assesses the potential for vapor intJ.usion, and the DNR 
agrees that vapor control technologies at·e not needed. 

The DNR fact sheet "Continuing Obligations for Environmental Protection," RR-819, helps to explain a 
property owner's responsibility for continuing obligations on their property. The fact sheet may be 
obtained at http://dm.wi.gov/files/PDF/pubs/ITIRR819.pdf 

GIS RegistJ.-y 
This site will be included on the Bureau for Remediation and Redevelopment Tracking System (BRRTS 
on the Web) at http://dm.wi.gov/topic/Brownfields/wrrd.html, to provide public notice of residual 
contamination and of any continuing obligations. The site can also be viewed on the Remediation and 
Redevelopment Sites Map (RRSM), a map view, under the Geographic Infmmation System (GIS) 
Registry layer, at the same web address. 

DNR approval prior to well construction or reconstruction is required for all sites shown on the GIS 
Registl"y, in accordance with s. NR 812.09 (4) (w), Wis. Adm. Code. This requirement applies to private 
drinking water wells and high capacity wells. To obtain approval, complete and submit F01m 3300-254 
to the DNR D1inking and Groundwater program's regional water supply specialist. This f01m can be 
obtained on-line at http://dm.wi.gov/topic/wells/documents/3300254.pdf. 

All site infmmation is also on file at the N01theast Regional DNR office, at 2984 Shawano A venue, 
Green Bay WI 54313-6727. This letter and information that was submitted with your closure request 
application, including the maintenance plan and maps, can be found as a Pottable Document Format 
(PDF) in BRRTS on the Web. 

Prohibited Activities 
Certain activities at·e prohibited at closed sites because maintenance of a banier is intended to prevent 
contact with any remaining contamination. When a banier is required, the condition of closure requires 
notification of the DNR before making a change, in order to detetmine if futther action is needed to 
maintain the protectiveness of the remedy employed. The following activities are prohibited on any 
pottion of the property where a gee-textile and soil cover is required, as shown on the attached map, 
Location lY!ap, Figure D. 2, October 3, 2016, unless prior written approval has been obtained from the 
DNR: 

• removal of the existing batTier or cover; 
• replacement with another batTier or cover; 
• excavating or grading of the land surface; 
• filling on covered or paved areas; 
• plowing for agticultural cultivation; 
• consttuction or placement of a building or other stJ.ucture; and 
• changing the use or occupancy of the prope1ty to a residential use. 
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Closure Conditions 
Compliance with the requirements of this letter is a responsibility to which you and any subsequent 
property owners must adhere. DNR staff will conduct periodic prearranged inspections to ensure that 
the conditions included in this letter and the attached maintenance plan are met. If these requirements 
are not followed, the DNR may take enforcement action under s. 292.11, Wis. Stats. to ensure 
compliance with the specified requirements, limitations or other conditions related to the property. 

Please send written notifications in accordance with the following requirements to: 
Department ofNatural Resources 
Attn: Remediation and Redevelopment Program Environmental Program Associate 
2984 Shawano A venue 
Green Bay WI 54313-6727 

Residual Groundwater Contamination (ch. NR 140, 812, Wis. Adm. Code) 
Groundwater contamination greater than enforcement standards is present on this contaminated 
property, as shown on the attached map, Groundwater Isoconcentration (8/24/16), Figure B. 3. b, 
January 10, 2014. If you intend to construct a new well, or reconstruct an existing well, you'll need 
prior DNR approval. 

Residual Soil Contamination (ch. NR 718, chs. 500 to 536, Wis. Adm. Code or ch. 289, Wis. Stats.) 
Soil contamination remains at the locations S-2, G-1, G-2, G-3, G-4, G-6, G-14, G-19, MW-1, HS-1, 
HS-2, HS-5, HS-6, HS-7, HS-8, HS-9, and HS-1 0, as indicated on the· attached map, Residual Soil 
Contamination, Figure B.2.b, January 10, 2014. If soil in the specific locations described above is 
excavated in the future, the property owner or right-of-way holder at the time of excavation must sample 
and analyze the excavated soil to determine if contamination remains. If sampling con:fitms that 
contamination is present, the property owner or right-of-way holder at the time of excavation will need 
to detetmine whether the material is considered solid or hazardous waste and ensure that any storage, 
treatment or disposal is in compliance with applicable standards and rules. Contaminated soil may be 
managed in accordance with ch. NR 718, Wis. Adm. Code, with prior DNR approval. 

In addition, all cul1'ent and future owners and occupants of the property and right-of-way holders need to 
be aware that excavation of the contaminated soil may pose an inhalation or other direct contact hazard 
and as a result special precautions may need to be taken to prevent a direct contact health threat to 
humans. 

Cover or Banier (s. 292.12 (2) (a), Wis. Stats., s. NR 726.15, s. NR 727.07 Wis. Adm. Code) 
The soil cover and geo-textile barrier that exists in the location shown on the attached map, Location 
Map, Figure D.2, October 3, 2016, shall be maintained in compliance with the attached maintenance 
plan in order to prevent direct contact with residual soil contamination that might otherwise pose a threat 
to human health. 

The cover approved for this closure was designed to be protective for a recreational use setting. Before 
using the property for residential purposes, you must notify the DNR at least 45 days before talcing an 
action, to detetmine if additional response actions are wananted. 
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A request may be made to modify or replace a cover or ban·ier. Before removing or replacing the cover, 
you must notify the DNR at least 45 days before taking an action. The replacement or modified cover or 
barrier must be protective of the revised use ofthe propetty, and must be approved in writing by the 
DNR prior to implementation. A cover or barrier for industrial land uses, or certain types of commercial 
land uses may not be protective if the use of the property were to change such that a residential exposure 
would apply. This may include, but is not limited to single or multiple family residences, a school, day 
care, senior center, hospital or similar settings. In addition, a cover or banier for multi-family residential 
housing use may not be appropriate for use at a single family residence. 

The attached maintenance plan and inspection log (DNR form 4400-305) are to be kept up-to-date and at 
the City HalL Inspections shall be conducted annually, in accordance with the attached maintenance 
plan. Submit the inspection log to the DNR only upon request. 

Vapor Mitigation or Evaluation (s. 292.12 (2), Wis. Stats., s. NR 726.15, s. NR 727.07, Wis. Adm. Code) 
Vapor intrusion is the movement of vapors coming from volatile chemicals in the soil or groundwater, into 
buildings where people may breathe air contaminated by the vapors. Vapor mitigation systems are used to 
interrupt the pathway, thereby reducing or preventing vapors from moving into the building. 

Future Concern: Petroleum contaminants remain in both soil and groundwater, as shown on the attached 
maps, Groundwater Isoconcentration (8124116), Figure B.3.b, Janumy 10, 2014 and Residual Soil 
Contamination, Figure B.2.b, January 10, 2014, at levels that may be of concern for vapor intmsion in 
the future, depending on construction and occupancy of a building. There are two small maintenance 
buildings on the site at tbis time. Therefore, before ano'ther building is constructed or an existing 
building is modified, the property owner must notify the DNR at least 45 days before the change. Vapor 
control technologies are required for constmction of occupied buildings unless the property owner 
assesses the vapor pathway and DNR agrees that vapor control technologies are not needed. 

Other Closure Inf01mation 

General Wastewater Permits for Construction Related Dewatering Activities 
The DNR's Water Quality Program regulates point source discharges of contaminated water, including 
discharges to surface waters, st01m sewers, pits, or to the ground surface. This includes discharges from 
construction related dewatering activities, including utility and building construction. 

If you or any other person plan to conduct such activities, you or that person must contact that program, 
and if necessary, apply for the necessary discharge pe1mit. Additional information regarding discharge 
permits is available at http://dm.wi.gov/topic/wastewater/GeneralPem1its.html. If residual soil or 
groundwater contamination is likely to affect water collected in a pit/trench that requires dewatering, a 
general pe1mit for Discharge of Contaminated Groundwater from Remedial Action Operations may be 
needed. If water collecting in a pit/trench that requires dewatering is expected to be free of pollutants 
other than suspended solids and oil and grease, a general pe1mit for Pit/Trench Dewateting may be 
needed. 

PECF A Reimbursement 
Section 101.143, Wis. Stats., requires that Petroleum Environmental Cleanup Fund Award (PECFA) 
claimants seeking reimbursement of interest costs, for sites with petroleum contamination, submit a final 
reimbursement claim within 120 days after they receive a closure letter on their site. For claims not 
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received within 120 days of the date of this letter, interest costs after 60 days ofthe date of this letter 
will not be eligible for PECF A reimbursement. If there is equipment purchased with PECF A funds 
remaining at the site, contact the DNR Project Manager to dete1mine the method for salvaging the 
equipment. 

Per Wisconsin Act 55 (2015 State budget), a claim for PECFA reimbursement must be submitted within 
180 days of incuning costs (i.e., completing a task). If your final PECF A claim is not submitted within 
180 days of incurring the costs, the costs will not be eligible for PECF A reimbursement. 

In Closing 
Please be aware that the case may be reopened pursuant to s. NR 727.13, Wis. Adm. Code, for any of 
the following situations: 

• if additional info1mation regarding site conditions indicates that contamination on or from the 
site poses a threat to public health, safety, or welfare or to the environment, 

• if the property owner does not comply with the conditions of closure, or 
• a prope1ty owner fails to maintain or comply with a continuing obligation (impos~d under 

this closure approval letter). 

The DNR appreciates your effmts to restore the environment at this site. If you have any questions 
regarding this closure decision or anything outlined in this letter, please contact Tom Verstegen at (920) 
424-0025, or at thomas.verstegen@wisconsin.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Roxanne N. Chrone1t 
Team Supervisor, Nmtheast Region 
Remediation and Redevelopment Program 

Attachments: 
• Cn:oundwater Isoconcentration (8/24/16), Figure B.3.b, January 10, 2014 
• Residual Soil Contamination, Figure B.2.b, January 10, 2014 
• Description of Maintenance Actions, Attachment D .1, January 19, 2017 
• Location Map, Figure D.2, October 3, 2016 
• Photographs, Attachment D.3, August 24, 2016 
• Inspection Log (DNR Fmm 4400-305) 

cc: Jason Powell - METCO (jasonp@metcohg.com) 























































































B.1.a LOCATION MAP 
 CONTOUR INTERVAL 10 FEET 

NICOLET TRAILS CAMPGROUND  – GILLETT, WI
SEAMLESS USGS TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS ON CD-ROM

METCO
Environmental Consulting, Fuel System Design, Installation and Service
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